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Chatham News + Record
Longtime Goldston mayor 

will not seek reelection

CUNNUP ERA COMING TO END

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

GOLDSTON — Tim 
Cunnup, Goldston’s mayor 
for more than two decades, 
will not seek reelection in 
November, he confirmed to 
the News + Record.

His decision to step back 
from the town’s highest 
elected office marks the con-
clusion of a storied career 
in public service, which saw 
Goldston invert its fate: from 
the precipice of obscurity to 
a propitious future.   

“When I came on, I saw 
Goldston as a town that was 
going to be left behind,” 
said Cunnup, who will turn 
65 in April. “I saw at that 
point that if  Goldston was 
to survive for the future, we 
had to have some growth. 
And as stringent as envi-
ronmental regulations were 
becoming, we had to have a 
sewer system in place.”

Installation of  sewer 
infrastructure became Cun-
nup’s primary goal when he 
was first elected as mayor 
in the 1990s. Previously he 

had served 23 years total, he 
said, with a two-year gap, 
and was a town commis-
sioner beforehand. Every 
residence and business in 
town employed septic tanks, 
and many were nearing fail-
ure. To attract new indus-
try and protect residents’ 
properties, Goldston needed 
a centralized sewer system. 
It took 16 years and about 
$8 million, but Cunnup and 

the board of  commissioners 
finally realized their goal 
within the last few years. 

“It was the number one 
thing that we had worked on 
for so long,” Cunnup said, 
“being able to implement the 
sewer system within town 
because we were a non-sew-
ered community ... When 
you’re looking at a town the 
size of Goldston, being able 
to implement that type of  

infrastructure was with-
out question our greatest 
achievement while I was in.”

Other significant projects 
under Cunnup’s leadership 
included a new town hall, a 
new library and renovations 
to the town’s playgrounds. 
Still, Goldston’s above-
ground aesthetic wouldn’t 
seem to indicate much 
change over the last 20 years, 
Cunnup said. But new, ro-
bust infrastructure is a fillip 
to fresh development. 

“Goldston has not 
changed much at all in 
many, many years, due to 
those limitations,” he said 
of  the town’s sewer. “But 
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Goldston Mayor Tim Cunnup, who has served in the 
position since the 1990s, won’t seek re-election in 
2021.

SCFD achieves 
one of state’s 
best ratings

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler City’s fire depart-
ment has been awarded one of  the state’s 
best fire suppression ratings, an evaluation 
which represents the department’s general 
preparedness and can decrease property 
insurance costs across town.

The North Carolina Fire Insurance Ser-
vices Office Rating ranks departments based 
on their staffing levels, access to and mainte-
nance of equipment, communications capa-
bilities, water source availability and more. 
Evaluations are conducted routinely; Siler 
City was previously rated in 2012 and 1992.

The rating system ranges from 1 — the 
highest caliber a municipality or district 
can achieve  — to 10, at which point the 
state will not certify a department. Depart-
ments such as Siler City’s often fall within 
the second half  of  the spectrum.

“Most rural departments (fall) into the 
9S category,” N.C. Insurance Commission-
er and State Fire Marshal Mike Causey 
said in a press release last month. “While 
lower ratings do not necessarily indicate 
poor service, a higher rating does sug-
gest that a department is overall better 
equipped to respond to fires in its district.”

In the most recent evaluation, Siler City 
earned a 3 — the best ranking it has achieved 
in the last three decades. The town was pre-
viously ranked a 4 in 2012, according to Siler 
City Fire Chief Scott Murphy, and a 5 in 1992. 

“A lot of the notable changes for this time 
between the 3 and the 4 are because of what 
you guys did for us a few years ago,” Murphy 
told the town board of commissioners in its 
regular meeting last week, “... with career 
staff being hired and our personnel ratio, 
which looks at the available firemen that are 
on duty at any given time.”

Improved water availability since 2012 

SILER CITY FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

See MAYOR, page A3

See SCFD, page A7

Tubing from Siler City’s AD Tubi
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

Editor’s note: This is the second install-
ment in an occasional series exploring 
Chatham’s robust manufacturing 
backbone, especially little-known opera-
tions with major impacts on national and 
global economies.

SILER CITY — Fabricated pipes 
and fitting products aren’t glamorous 
commodities, but they’re essential in 
the smooth operation of  several critical 
industries — and a global supplier has 
its North American headquarters in 
Siler City. 

AD Tubi was founded in Italy in 

1997. CEO Andrea Degano started the 
company after more than 20 years of  

learning the industry 
from the ground up. 
Since then, AD Tubi 
products have made their 
way around the world, 
but the company has only 
recently increased its U.S. 
footprint. 

“In late 2017 we made the 
decision to move forward with expansion 
of our operations into North America,” 
Craig Sullivan, president of AD Tubi USA, 
told the News + Record. “There were two 
states being considered, North Carolina 

Sullivan

See AD TUBI, page A3

Siler City reopens applications for 
new immigrant advisory committee

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — After receiving too 
few applications for Siler City’s new 
immigrant advisory committee, the 
town has opened a second 30-day appli-
cation period to solicit more letters of  
interest.

“We just wanted to give people the 
opportunity, (and) to allow some time 
for others for the word to get out that 
we still needed additional applications 
to be able to fill the seven seats,” town 
manager Roy Lynch told the News + 
Record. 

The Siler City Board of  Commission-

ers unanimously approved the for-
mation of  the town’s first Immigrant 
Community Advisory Committee on 
June 21. The idea originally emerged 
several years ago amid a two- to three-
year community planning project 
called Building Integrated Communi-
ties (BIC). 

Begun in 2017, this project brought 
the town, the Hispanic Liaison and 
community members together to iden-
tify immigrant residents’ needs and 
create a plan to address them. Forming 
an immigrant advisory committee was 
one such step in the project’s finalized 

See IMMIGRANT, page A7

‘... I feel like it’s time 
for the old guy to 
move on and get 
some young blood in 
and let them take it 
over and run with it.’

TIM CUNNUP, Mayor of  
Goldston

Counselors, therapists support 
increased mental health services at CCS 

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

In the beginning months of  the 
pandemic, Siler City Elementary 
School Counselor Teresa Meadows 
remembers scrambling to find ways 
to check in with students without 
having designated times to see them 
in a school building.

Counselors eventually used vir-
tual platforms, such as Seesaw and 
Google Classroom, to check in with 
students once a week, as opposed 
to visiting classrooms or hosting 
students in their offices.

“That made our job more difficult 
in some ways,” Meadows said, “and 
much more time consuming.”

Now, with Chatham County 
Schools students back at in-per-
son learning full time, counseling 
services more closely resemble how 
they looked before COVID-19.

Still, with increased mental 
health challenges wrought by and 
throughout the pandemic, things 
aren’t back to normal.

“When we have families coming 
from all different kinds of  situations 

‘Mental 
health is 
a huge 
topic and 
tremendously 
important,’ 
said CCS 
counselor 
Jennifer 
Saylor. ‘You 
need to 
attend to it.’

Staff photo by 
Kim Hawks

See SUPPORT, page A8

BUILT IN YOUR BACKYARD

CN+R file photo

Members of the Siler City Fire 
Department take part in a practice burn 
earlier this year.
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to change 
based on closures related to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Verify with organizers prior 
to events.

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under reno-
vation. The 1st and 2nd 
floors are closed to the 
public. The Planning and 
Community Development 
Department is located in 
the basement and can be 
accessed through the far 
left door facing E. 3rd St. 
Parking is available at the 
100 block of E. 3rd St. 

ON THE AGENDA
• The Chatham County 
Board of Commissioners 
will meet at 2 p.m. on Mon-
day, Sept. 20, at the Historic 
Courthouse Courtroom. 
An evening meeting has 
not yet been scheduled.
• The Siler City Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Sept. 20, in the multipur-
pose room of the Wren 
Memorial Library.

OTHER
• Chatham County Public 
Libraries has reinstated its 
pre-COVID hours of oper-
ation at all three branch 
locations.  
• The Chatham Artists 
Guild announces the open-
ing of its 2022 Membership 
Drive. Artists 18 years of  
age or older, in all medi-
ums, that reside or work in 
a studio in Chatham Coun-
ty may apply. The deadline 
for application is October 
31st. The application pro-
cess has been streamlined 
to make it as easy as pos-
sible for entrants to apply. 
Applicants can visit www.
chathamartistsguild.org/
membership to begin their 
application with a small 
entry fee paid online.
• Siler City Parks and Rec-
reation invites you to start 
your days off with a few 
laps at the Indoor Walking 
Program each weekday 
morning, from 7 to 9 a.m., 
at the Ernest Ramsey Gym-
nasium Indoor Walking 
Track, 512 East 6th St. The 
program is free and no 
pre-registration is required. 
Operations are subject to 
COVID-19 guidelines and 
masks are encouraged. 
For more information, 
visit www.silercity.org or 
contact Siler City Parks 
and Recreation at 919-742-
2699 or email recreation@
silercity.org.

THURSDAY 
• St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.

OTHER UPCOMING
• A rain garden workshop 
event has been scheduled 
for Siler City. Help protect 
water quality and reduce 
flooding. Learn how to cap-
ture rain in your yard with 
a rain garden, a bowl-like 
depressions in the ground 
that capture   rainfall runoff 
from your rooftop and 
driveway and allow water 
to filter into the ground. 
The plants, mulch and soil 
in a rain garden combine 
natural processes to filter 
pollutants from runoff and 

break down in the soil over 
time. The workshop is free 
to Siler City residents from 
9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
Oct. 2. (Rain date: Oct. 16.) 
The location of event will 
be provided at registration. 
Sign up to reserve a spot at 
https://cvent.me/n9zlZ2. 
Translators will be made 
available at the workshop 
for any Spanish speakers. 
Also all education materi-
als are available in Span-
ish. - INSCRÍBASE PARA 
RESERVAR SU LUGAR: 
https://cvent.me/0KGwqD
• Chatham County Parks 
and Recreation announc-
es 2nd annual Chatham 
County Challenge —  a vir-
tual walk, run, or bike chal-
lenge. From October 1 to 
31, bikers are challenged to 
complete a 100k (62 miles) 
and runners/walkers are 
challenged to complete a 
50k (31 miles). There is no 
cost to participate. Partici-
pants will be asked to track 
their miles through a free 
mobile app called Map My 
Fitness and must sign up 
through the app no later 
than September 30t. The 
top 20 bikers, 20 runners, 
and 20 walkers with the 
most distance logged in 
the Challenge will receive 
a free T-shirt. The partic-
ipant with the most miles 
logged in each category 
will also receive a $25 gift 
card to the local business, 
New Horizons. A weekly 
leaderboard and end of  
challenge winners will be 
announced on the Parks 
and Recreation website, 
Facebook, and Instagram. 
Further instructions for 
the Challenge and other 
information from Cha-
tham County Parks and 
Recreation can be found 
at chathamcountync.gov/
parks-recreation. Individ-
uals with questions may 
contact Mallory Peterson 
at the Parks and Recreation 
Department at 919-545-8553 
or mallory.peterson@cha-
thamcountync.gov.
• Siler City Parks and Rec-
reation announces that on 
Friday, Sept. 24, you may 
join the free movie at Bray 
Park with a “You’ve Got A 
Friend In Me” theme. This 
is a free series on the fourth 
Friday night of September 
and October. The fun will 
continue this month with 
the premier of “Toy Story 
4.” Grab your blankets, 
chairs and enjoy the free 
family friendly movie un-
der the stars. This will be-
gin at dusk (approximately 
7:40 p.m). Come early for 
fun activities, free inflat-
able attractions, music, and 
activities. Concessions will 
be available for purchase 
by Customized Dogs and 
Catering. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the event rain 
date is Saturday, Sept. 25. 
Also, be sure to save the 
date for the premier of  
“Trolls World Tour” on Fri-
day, Oct. 22. The Bray Park 
Sports Complex is located 
at 200 Bray Park Complex 
Dr., Siler City.
• Chatham County Public 
Libraries are extending 
outdoor story time beyond 
summer for an additional 
two months through late 
October. Outdoor Story 
Time allows families with 
young children to enjoy 
the great outdoors while 
experiencing the joy of  
reading. Outdoor Story 
Time programs will contin-
ue through Oct. 28, with the 
following weekly schedule: 
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. – 
Natural Chef Café, seating 
area on the Central Caro-
lina Community College 
Pittsboro Campus, adjacent 
to the Chatham Commu-
nity Library, 197 N.C. Hwy 
87 N., Pittsboro; Tuesdays 

at 10:30 a.m. – Washington 
Avenue Park picnic shelter, 
1305 Washington Ave., Siler 
City; Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m. – Goldston Public Li-
brary lawn, 9235 Pittsboro 
Goldston Rd., Goldston; 
and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. 
– Natural Chef Café seating 
area on the Central Caro-
lina Community College 
Pittsboro Campus, adjacent 
to the Chatham Commu-
nity Library, 197 N.C. Hwy 
87 N., Pittsboro. Story time 
is geared toward children 
who have not yet entered 
kindergarten (ages 2-5), but 
anyone is welcome to join 
in on the fun. Children will 
hear stories, sing songs, 
and enjoy more activities. 
Story times will be offered 
rain or shine.
• Hoppin’ John Old-Time 
and Bluegrass Fiddlers’ 
Convention gears up for 
14th annual event. The 
schedule is filled with tal-
ented local musicians eager 
to play in front of a live 
audience. Known by locals 
as simply, “Hoppin’ John,” 
the 14th annual event 
will take place Sept. 17-18, 
with an exciting line-up of  
talented musicians eager to 
hit the stage. Hoppin’ John, 
the only fiddlers’ conven-
tion in the Piedmont, offers 
string band and instrument 
contests, concerts, work-
shops and family activities 
for music lovers of all ages. 
With the added benefit of  
on-site camping at this 
event, jam sessions will 
be happening around the 
clock on the campgrounds. 
Hoppin’ John will take 
place at 1439 Henderson 
Tanyard Rd. in Pittsboro. 
To learn more, view the 
full schedule and purchase 
tickets, visit www.Hoppin-
John.org.
• Chatham Community Li-
brary presents virtual film 
screening of “Don’t Tell 
Anyone,” from Sept. 16-23. 
This program is free and 
open to the public. Access 
to the virtual screening 
will be available by visiting 
https://www.wmm.com/
virtual-screening-room/
dont-tell-anyone-watch-
page-chatham-commu-
nity-library. A password 
is required at the time 
of viewing. If interested, 
contact social.library@
chathamlibraries.org to 
request the password or for 
additional information.
• Chatham Community 
Library will host a series 
of quarterly discussions 
highlighting Women 
Change-makers in Cha-
tham County, that will 
address areas of interest to 
county residents, viewed 
from the perspective of  
women engaged in both 
traditional and non-tradi-
tional careers including 
agriculture, entrepre-
neurship, education, the 
arts, law enforcement, 
and social activism. The 
“Celebrating Women of  
Chatham” series will begin 
Saturday, Sept. 18, from 11 
to 12:30 a.m. This will be a 
virtual program with the 
first in the series featuring 
Chatham County women 
farmers including Tiffany 
Cooper, Bee Hoppy Farm, 
Pittsboro; Emily Boynton, 
Fiddlehead Farm, Pitts-
boro; Tenita Solanto, Green 
Panda Farms, Siler City; 
Karen Jordan, Brush Creek 
Swiss Farms, Siler City; 
Patricia Parker, In Good 
Heart Farm, Pittsboro; and 
McKenzie Withington, Lilly 
Den Farm, Goldston. These 
panelists will discuss the 
challenges and rewards of  
being a woman farmer in 
Chatham among other as-
pects. This virtual event is 
free and open to the public 
and will be presented via 

Zoom. Participants should 
register online to receive 
the meeting link. Residents 
may visit the libraries’ 
website, www.chathamli-
braries.org, or contact the 
Library at 919-545-8084 or 
rita.vanduinen@chatham-
libraries.org for more 
information.
• The Central Carolina 
Community College 
Basic Law Enforcement 
Training (BLET) program 
will soon begin training at 
the CCCC Chatham Main 
Campus in Pittsboro. Tui-
tion is free for students who 
have a sponsorship from 
a N.C. law enforcement 
agency. Learn more about 
the CCCC BLET program 
at www.cccc.edu/blet/. For 
more information, contact 
Neil Ambrose at 919-777-
7774 or email to lambr287@
cccc.edu.
• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday, 
11 a.m. until 4 p.m. We will 
be following the governor’s 
directive on occupancy, 
masks, and social distanc-
ing. Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of Chatham’s 
unique history. The Muse-
um is located in the historic 
Chatham County Court-
house in the circle. More 
info at https://chathamhis-
tory.org

• Second Bloom Thrift 
Store is open at the Food 
Lion Shopping Center. 
Store hours are Tuesday 
thru Saturday, 11 a.m. until 
5 p.m. Proceeds provide 
support for survivors of  
domestic violence and 
sexual assault and promote 
community education in 
collaboration with Cha-
tham County.
• The Chatham Arts Coun-
cil has put together a relief  
effort specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief Ef-
fort. For more information 
on CAARE, or to donate, 
visit ChathamArtsCouncil.
org.
• JMArts hosted a JMA-
CoronaConcert via Twit-
ter featuring performances 
submitted by JM students 
and faculty. Concerts can 
be viewed on its Twitter 
account @JMArts and by 
using the hashtags #JMA-
CoronaConcert perfor-
mances and #JMACorona-
Concert program.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give children 
a safe place to grow. Inter-
ested in becoming a Foster 
and/or Adoptive parent? 
Call 919-642-6956 to learn 
more.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
— North Carolina District 
33, call the Help Line at 
866-640-0180 for the meeting 

schedule for this area.
• Motorcycle Association 
— The Motorcycle Associa-
tion for Chatham, Western 
Wake, Lee, Orange and 
Alamance counties meets 
in Pittsboro and is open to 
all riders. For information, 
call 919-392-3939 or visit 
www.chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous — 
For drug problems in the 
family, Narcotics Anon-
ymous helps. Call 1-800-
721-8225 for listing of local 
meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower level 
of Chatham Mill, Pittsboro.

Scout News
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays at the Harold 
Boone Scout Park on Hwy 
64W, just past CCCC. Open 
to boys, ages 11-17. Visit 
www.bstroop93.org for 
more information.
• Pack 924 of Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets on from 
7 to 8:30 p.m Tuesdays for 
boys, grades 1 through 5. 
Come join the Cub Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays at 
Meroney’s U.M.C., follow-
ing the school calendar. 
See http://pack900.com for 
more information.
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Plan Ahead Before Joining 
The “Great Resignation”



and Texas — those are the best for 
new business in the country. And 
ultimately we settled on Siler City 
in 2018.”

The company invested more 
than $6 million to renovate the old 
Olympic Steel building on Hamp 
Stone Road, an 80,000 square-foot 
complex where it manufactures 
specialty welded tubing for a vari-
ety of uses.

“We make small diameter 
welded — primarily stainless 
steel — tubing for energy 
markets,” Sullivan said. “Our 
tubing is used in pressure 
equipment that is leveraged in 
power plants, petrochemical 
refineries — really anything 
with a steam cycle. It could 
be in production of  food and 
beverage, all kinds of  different 
applications, but I would say 
our core business sits in the 
energy markets.”

To date, the company has 
shipped its tubing to clients in 
53 different countries, Sullivan 
said. It’s also a major supplier to 
local industries, including Duke 
Energy.

“Anything with power gen-
eration, electricity, our product 
is used in that,” Sullivan said. 
“So Duke Energy is absolutely 
a customer of  ours, and also 
nuclear power plants have 
some of  the largest amounts 

of  welded tubing in any type 
of  facility, so they’re a huge 
consumer of  our products. 
Those are probably some of  the 
easiest examples that anyone 
in North Carolina would know 
about.”

To accommodate different 
industry needs, AD Tubi makes 
tubing from several materials 
such as titanium, nickel and 
stainless steel alloys, including 
6 Moly, duplex and superfer-
ritic. Despite its impressive 
output, though, the company 
employs a modest staff.

“It’s a heavily automated 
process, so fully staffed in this 
moment is 18 individuals,” Sulli-
van said. “There’s opportunity to 
grow, but it won’t be significant. 
I see this facility maxing out 
probably somewhere around 30, 
unless we go to a third shift. But 
at the moment, staffing a third 
shift seems almost impossible. I 
don’t see that in the in the cards 
right now.”

Like many employers, 
Sullivan has faced a hiring 
quandary through the pandem-
ic. When industry restarted a 
few months ago, he expected a 
flurry of  activity in the labor 
market. But it’s been largely 
stagnant, and Sullivan has 
found an apathetic pool of  job 
candidates.

“I can’t overstate the chal-
lenge of  trying to hire in this 
current environment,” he said. 
“I suspect anyone that wants a 

job has a job. I would say most 
of  the people that are applying 
right now probably don’t really 
want a job. That’s evident in the 
way they interview, it’s evident 
in their lack of  engagement af-
ter receiving their application, 
and the quality of  applicants 
that we are getting.”

With extra federal unemploy-
ment benefits having ended 
this week, it’s possible that 
could change, Sullivan added. 
But he’s not confident.

“It doesn’t make sense,” he 
said. “I think really our only 
hope is to entice people in other 
markets, someone that’s under-
employed maybe working in the 
restaurant industry or some-
thing like that, where they see 
a greater career opportunity in 
manufacturing. But right now 
we haven’t been able to connect 
those dots.”

Still he’s glad to be figuring it 
out in Chatham.

“We’re very excited to be 
here in Chatham County,” he 
said. “We’re a young and new 
employer and we have tremen-

dous growth opportunity within 
our organization. There’s an 
opportunity for what we see as 
a lifelong career working with 
our organization, and as the 
company grows that individual 
is going to have the opportunity 
to grow with us.”

North America is the largest 
consumer of  tubular goods of  
any continent in the world, Sul-
livan said, which only increases 
prospects for would-be AD Tubi 
employees. The company’s 
facility has room to grow, but 

first it needs enthusiastic staff. 
“Given that we are a new 

company with a fairly small 
market share, we have the op-
portunity to grow exponential-
ly over the years,” he said. “So 
we would invite anyone that’s 
looking for a career opportuni-
ty to check us out and see if  we 
might be a good fit for them.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.
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now that we’re there, we 
have a great opportuni-
ty to move forward and 

have a revitalization of  
our town with not only 
business growth but some 
residential growth, too, 
which we need.”

Cunnup is confident such 
growth is coming, but con-

tent to support the efforts 
from the sidelines with a 
new leader at the helm.

“It was certainly a hard 
decision because when 
you’ve done something 
that long and you’ve 

worked on so many proj-
ects, it’s sort of hard to give 
it all up,” Cunnup said of  
stepping down. “But at the 
same time, I’m approach-
ing retirement age, and 
really have been hoping for 

some younger people to get 
involved in town govern-
ment. And that time has 
come, so I feel like it’s time 
for the old guy to move on 
and get some young blood 
in and let them take it over 

and run with it.”
His likely successor will 

be Jonathan Hensley, who 
is completing his first term 
as Goldston’s at-large com-
missioner and is seeking 
the mayor’s seat in this 
year’s election cycle. Hens-
ley is the only filed candi-
date, according to Chatham 
County’s board of elections, 
and will win the seat 
precluding any substantial 
write-in campaigns. 

“Tim has done an in-
credible job with the town 
getting our city sewer up 
and running, which was a 
huge hurdle for the town,” 
Hensley told the News + 
Record. “That was limiting 
our growth and kind of  
locking the community 
into staying stagnant ... 
His are definitely big shoes 
to fill, but if  I can be half  
the mayor Tim has been I 
should be able to do some-
thing halfway decent.”

Cunnup is confident 
Hensley’s the right man 
for the job.

“I see good things in Jon-
athan,” he said. “He was 
with the Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office for 14 years 
and now he manages his 
family’s restaurant, Rufus’, 
here in town. I think he’s 
got a lot of great ideas 
and energy to put toward 
future leadership.”

As for Cunnup, step-
ping away from his 
official capacity doesn’t 
mean he’ll be absent from 
public discourse.

“I still want to be avail-
able to them as an advisor 
and to help as I can in this 
transition period,” he said. 
“But I would really like to 
be able to spend more time 
with my family and my 
grandchild and do some 
of the more fun things in 
life that I look forward to, 
maybe travel more.”

Nearly 30 years in 
public service, though, 
will always have been 
one of  Cunnup’s greatest 
privileges, he said.

“I have really enjoyed 
the over two decades of my 
life in serving this town 
and the people,” he said. 
“It’s been a great honor 
for me and I’m just happy 
that I was able to do it and 
be a part of what I believe 
to be some very significant 
things that have happened 
in that period of time.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.
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Courtesy of AD Tubi

The Italian welded tube manufacturer was founded in 1997 
with a Siler City location since 2018.

Submitted photo

The 80,000 square-foot facility employs 18 full-time workers, but the company would like 
to expand its operations.

Submitted photo

AD Tubi’s North American headquarters opened in 2018 at 
the old Olympic Steel building on Hampstone Road in Siler 
City.



A perspective on 
9/11 and fear

I write this on the morning of  Sept. 11. 
A mentor and friend came to my house for 

supper last night and shared 
his story of  that infamous 
day 20 years ago. The Friday 
before the attack, he had 
visited New York City for the 
first time. A friend took him 
to the top of  one of  the Twin 
Towers so that he could look 
over the city.

He has pictures from a 
viewpoint that no longer 
exists.

After 9/11, America in-
vaded Afghanistan and Iraq, 

setting off a chain reaction that killed many of  
our soldiers and many more civilian citizens of  
those countries.

But instead of  our foreign policy, I write with 
a perspective on the state of  our souls.

Metaphorically speaking, the viewpoint 
of  Americans fundamentally changed after 
9/11. Many of  us felt unsafe for the first time. 
Terrorist attacks that we had thought only 
happened in other countries were now a reali-
ty here in our country. We felt vulnerable and 
exposed.

We responded by hardening our hearts. We 
have branded groups of  people as our enemies. 
Muslims and other minorities became victims 
of  hate crimes. A North Carolina politician 
named Walter Jones introduced legislation to 
rename a certain fried potato “freedom fries” 
because the country of  France did not support 
our invasion of  Iraq. Never mind that french 
fries actually originate in Belgium and refer to 
the style of  cut!

In the years since, our hearts have continued 
to harden. Another North Carolina politi-
cian, Madison Cawthorn, recently threatened 
“bloodshed” and promised his willingness “to 
pick up arms against a fellow American.” And 
his talk of  violence isn’t based on any substan-

tiated evidence of  voter fraud.
Such rhetoric from politicians is based not 

on reason but fear — a fear we attempt to hide 
with bravado and tough talk. Because of  our 
fear, we elect politicians like Cawthorn and 
grant such leaders extraordinary powers to, 
for example, restrict voting rights. This fear is 
in direct opposition to our American values of  
liberty, equality and justice.

Fear is also contrary to the religious 
values many of  us claim, including Caw-
thorn. Writer Marilynne Robinson’s 2015 
observation in The New York Review of  
Books is still relevant: “First, contemporary 
America is full of  fear. And second, fear is 
not a Christian habit of  mind.” She cited 
Psalm 23: “Yea, though I walk in the valley 
of  the shadow of  death, I will fear no evil.” 
She points to the risen Christ’s promise to 
be with us “to the end of  the age” (Matthew 
28:20). 

Yet, instead of  placing our trust in a High-
er Power, we increasingly attempt to wield 
power with our hands. The past 20 years offers 
evidence from abroad and at home that our 
actions have often resulted in unintended, 
disastrous consequences. I can’t help but think 
that Cawthorn’s careless, callous rhetoric will 
result in the same.

Returning to my friend, his pictures from the 
top of  the twin tower cannot be recreated. That 
viewpoint is gone.

But we Americans can change our perspec-
tive. What is needed is to ground ourselves in 
humility and compassion for others. Instead 
of  reaching for lofty, violent rhetoric, we need 
to walk a mile or two in someone else’s shoes. 
Only love can drive out fear (1 John 4:18).

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  
Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian Church. His 
newly-published book is a collection of  his 
columns for the Chatham News + Record titled 
“Hope Matters: Churchless Sermons.”

My vaccine worked. So did my sister’s.
I was just about to head 

to the gym three Saturdays 
ago when 
I received 
an unwel-
come — and 
unexpected 
— piece of  
news.

“Your sis-
ter’s just test-
ed positive for 
COVID,” my 
dad told me. 

I nearly 
dropped my 

phone. 
“Wait, what?” 
At first, I thought maybe I’d 

heard wrong. Like the rest of my 
immediate family, my sister was 
fully vaccinated; she’d received 
the Pfizer vaccine last spring. 
She’s also among the most 
COVID-conscious people I know. 
She cares for a months-old baby 
who can’t yet get the shot.

“Your sister’s got COVID,” 
my dad repeated.

I could feel the blood draining 
from my face. I’d just spent a cou-
ple of days with her earlier that 
week; in fact, my entire family had 
— and what about Baby Lou, the 
most vulnerable among us all? 

I didn’t go to the gym that 
day — or the rest of  that week.

But this isn’t a story of yet 
another time in which the vaccine 
didn’t work; it’s a story of a time it 
did. We hear so much from friends, 
family and the media about all 
these times the vaccines failed to 
prevent COVID-19 breakthrough 
infections. In the face of all this, 
it’s easy to lose sight of how effec-
tive the vaccines really are — and 
how they actually protect us. 

Vaccines protect most of  
us from infection, but even if  
they don’t, that doesn’t mean 
they’re not working. It just 
means they’re working in a 
different way — by reducing 

your symptoms, keeping you 
out of  the hospital or perhaps 
even keeping you alive.

My sister, her husband, Baby 
Lou and a stowaway virus flew 
into the Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport on Aug. 
24, after a weeks-long trip to the 
United Kingdom. They’d gone to 
bring Baby Lou to meet her oth-
er grandparents in Scotland and 
to attend a wedding in England.

Both tested negative before 
boarding the plane. My family 
and I had, too, so when they 
arrived in North Carolina 
for a short visit, we didn’t 
think twice about unmasking, 
hugging and carrying on. But 
three days later, one after she’d 
returned to the west coast, she 
took an at-home rapid antigen 
test — and much to her shock, 
it came back positive. 

As it turned out, the groom at 
the wedding they’d attended the 
week before had contracted COVID 

and hadn’t even known it. She 
probably wouldn’t have either if  
she hadn’t taken a test on a whim.

We were all but certain 
she’d caught the Delta variant, 
which we knew even vaccinat-
ed people could spread. So, we 
decided to get tested — espe-
cially after most of  us began to 
manifest “symptoms.” 

Suspiciously, mine began the 
day I found out I’d been exposed, 
which should have tipped me off, 
but I still managed to convince 
myself that I’d been infected — 
headache, cough, etc. No fatigue, 
though my mom felt tired and 
she’d spent the most time with 
my sister out of all of us.

My sister’s husband tested 
negative first. Then Baby Lou. 
After inconclusive antigen test 
results, both of  my parents 
tested negative — twice — on 
a PCR test, but not before they 
had to cancel the international 
trip they’d been looking for-

ward to for months. By the end 
of  the week, my brother and I 
tested negative, too.

Out of  six adults and an un-
vaccinated baby, only my sister 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
That’s pretty darn good.

Magically, my “symptoms” 
dissipated within hours of  
receiving my results. Placebo 
effect? Maybe. My body fight-
ing off the infection? Lord, I 
hope so. Ending up with Delta 
antibodies on top of  the origi-
nal vaccine would feel like an 
early Christmas present.

The vaccine worked for me. 
It worked for my family. It even 
worked for my sister — besides 
a few sniffles and fatigue, she 
had few symptoms and tested 
negative for COVID just a week 
later. Vaccines will work — or 
perhaps have worked — for 
you, too, in one way or another. 
Sometimes, it just comes down 
to a matter of  perspective.

To read or not to 
read not the only 

question; consider 
content also

Among the many weaknesses in my life are too much tea 
(notice I didn’t say “iced” or “sweet,” since any other form is not 

tea), a tendency to stay too long at the table, 
and a healthy dose of  procrastination.

The drive toward procrastination has been 
with me since forever, I guess. My guiding prin-
ciple there has been “never do today what you 
can put off until tomorrow” and I have taken it 
to a high level through the years. But I’m not 
sure that’s a good thing and I really am trying 
to get away from it since I don’t think I have 70 
more years to play around.

Nowhere, though, has it been more perfect-
ed than in the world of  literature and reading in general. In my 
study, on the bedside table, on the floor beside the bed, on the 
table next to the couch — really, anywhere there’s about 20 square 
inches of  available space — you’ll find a book or two or four or 
more, sometimes stacked pretty high and often leaning a bit. Most 
of  them are volumes I “had” to have; many are about half-read.

Not my fault there is such good stuff out there.
It kind of  reminds me of  an episode of  the original “The 

Twilight Zone” in which a nerdy little banker played by Bur-
gess Meredith gets himself  locked into a timed vault during his 
lunch hour on a Friday. After the weekend passes and the vault 
unlocks itself  and he’s set free, he discovers an atomic blast has 
destroyed civilization as he knew it.

Now he has time to read all he wants. Except on his way to 
his first taste of  his newfound freedom, he drops his glasses and 
they shatter on the rubble.

Poor guy.
I’ve always been hooked on the printed word. It was in the 

4th grade, I think, I decided to keep a notebook of  the books I’d 
read. Seems the list got up to about 150 or so; of  course, most of  
them had only seven or eight pages but still it looked pretty good 
when, at the tender age of  9 or so, I showed the list around.

Today, some of  my volumes are for pleasure; others for edifi-
cation or personal improvement and some I’m not sure why. For 
instance, there’s a book about how Christianity should respond 
to today’s culture. It’s pretty deep, something not to skim over 
lightly. I have to read and reread; maybe that’s why I’m only up 
to about page 37. 

Then there’s one titled “Tombstone.” It’s about Wyatt Earp 
and Doc Holiday and all the folks at the OK Corral. When I read 
it, I remember the movie of  the same name and how good that 
was. Maybe that’s why I’m more than half  done with it.

Then there are some once read that probably should be read 
again. One of  those is one used in a long-ago Sunday morning 
church study class. Entitled “One Month to Live: Thirty Days to a 
No-Regrets Life,” basically it’s about setting priorities as in what 
would we do with our lives if  we knew we had only 30 days to live.

There’s some great stuff in it, for sure, and I learned some 
things and improved my focus on some. Truthfully, I think it’s 
probably the kind of  book that is best utilized on a second or 
even third go-round.

But here’s the real key. The stuff I either already knew, either 
innately, from experience or as new information, is all well and 
good. But I’m still having trouble putting significant amounts of  
it into play and I wonder why. 

That reminds me of  the young book salesman who went from 
farm to farm trying to peddle his company’s new publication 
entitled “How to be a Better Farmer.” One day he’s leaning on a 
prospective customer’s fence extolling the virtues of  the book.

“Why, if  you’ll just buy this book and do what it says do,” he 
said, “you’ll be farming 10 times better than you are now.”

“Son,” the old farmer replied, “I already know how to farm a 
sight better than I’m actually doing.”

Southern comic Brother Dave Gardner, a legend of  the 1950s, 
had a line or so in a standup routine where he said, “I know 
what’s in every book in every library in the world.”

“What?” the straight man would reply.
“Words,” came the answer.
And so it is. It’s just picking some and leaving others that’s 

hard.
And putting the good ones into practice, as well.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham County and retired long-time 
managing editor of  the Chatham News/Chatham Record, having 
written a weekly column for more than 30 years. During most of  
his time with the newspapers, he was also a bi-vocational pastor 
and today serves Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second time as 
pastor.
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Action on climate 
change is urged by 

220 medical journals  
TO THE EDITOR: 

Code Blue!
As we witness the 

raging Caldor wildfires 
and Hurricane Ida’s lethal 
destruction, one in three 
Americans is now affected 
by climate change. On Sep-
tember 5th, 2021 worldwide 
health journal editors 
issued this alert: “Call 
for Emergency Action to 
Limit Global Temperature 
Increases, Restore Biodiver-
sity, and Protect Health”       

(https://www.nejm.
org/doi/full/10.1056/
NEJMe2113200?query=-
featured_home). They 
emphasize that many 
governments have utilized 
unprecedented emergency 
funds for our COVID-19 
pandemic and that extreme 
climate change threats need 
a similar, if  not greater, 
response. We will need 
enormous funding, yet such 
investments will produce 
huge beneficial economic 
and public health outcomes 
offsetting the costs of  reduc-
ing global carbon emissions 
with associated catastroph-
ic environmental collapse.

Furthermore, they under-
line that the biggest threat 
to our health is the contin-
ued world leadership failure 
to halt global temperature 
rising over 1.5 degrees 
Celsius to save nature’s 
necessary biodiversity for 
our survival and to urgently 
usher fairer environmental 
social changes for a health-
ier general population. In 
their own words, “We, as ed-
itors of  health journals, call 
for governments and other 
leaders to act, marking 2021 
as the year that the world 
finally changes course.” 
Yes, stat call for all hands 
on deck! Call for carbon 
pricing legislation as our 
best and fastest tool.

Minta Phillips, M.D.
Julian

Let’s NOT spend 
the next 10 years in 
litigation over maps
TO THE EDITOR:

The legislative redistrict-
ing committees are redraw-
ing the maps that will deter-
mine if  the residents of  N.C. 
will be fairly represented at 
the state and federal levels 
for the next 10 years.

Map drawing criteria 
should drive the outcome of  
such maps … not the wishes 
or ambitions of  individual 
lawmakers. All aspects of  
map drawing should be 
done completely transpar-
ently in full view of  the pub-
lic. Sufficient time should be 
allocated for public review, 
input and response to pro-
posed maps.

After observing the public 
hearings, I am left with the 
impression that the Repub-
licans have pre-determined 
how things will be done 
prior to each meeting and 
are providing lip-service to 
a transparent, non-parti-
san process incorporating 
public input — public input 
has been ignored.

The Republican chairs 
proposed vague map draw-
ing criteria: “make reason-
able efforts”/“may consid-
er”; rejected requests to 
make criteria more specific; 
refused to set priorities 
amongst the criteria: crite-
ria that are constitutional 
will take precedence [this 
is good], otherwise there 
are no priorities … they are 
“harmonizing” the criteria. 
In other words, they can 
point to whatever criteria 
suits their desired outcome.

Chairman Hall was proud 
that this is the first time 
lawmakers are voluntarily 
[without court order] elimi-
nating use of  partisan elec-
tion data. He immediately 
added: he wanted the public 
and committee members to 
be aware, through the crite-
ria that has been proposed, 
of  the “commitment of  the 
Chairs to making signifi-
cant and reasonable efforts 

to ATTEMPT to LIMIT the 
partisan consideration and 
election results data from 
being used in the drawing 
of  these maps.” In other 
words, Republicans will 
only use election data when 
it benefits them!!

Vague, non-prioritized 
criteria sets the stage for 
“anything goes”!

Maps should never be 
drawn to achieve a pre-set 
political outcome. In the 
long run we will all benefit 
from a fair, aboveboard, 
process that results in 
districts that reflect the 
makeup of  the residents 
N.C. Let’s do it right the 
first time and avoid the 
wasted time and millions of  
taxpayers’ dollars that were 
spent over the last decade 
in litigation — taxpayers’ 
dollars that should have 
been used to the benefit of  
N.C. residents. We all need 
to make our voices heard!

Terry Landers
Chapel Hill

Citizen or subject?
TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden has declared 
that any business with over 
100 employees must require 
COVID vaccinations of  its 
employees, or submit those 
not vaccinated to weekly 
COVID tests. Nothing in 
the U.S. Constitution gives 
a president that authority 
over its citizens. His ty-
rannical order is blatantly 
unconstitutional and will be 
overturned in court.

What makes this worse 
is the list of  those exempt 
from this vaccination man-
date, including Congress 
and congressional staffers, 
and Federal Judges and 
their staff. Guess which 
union gave $1.2 million in 
donations to Democrats in 
2020? The U.S. Post Office 
Letter Carriers union, 
which also seems exempt 
from the vaccination man-
date.

Who else is exempt from 
this vaccination mandate? 
Anyone entering illegally 
into our country.

A few days ago Vice 
President Harris said, 
“When people are able 
to make choices without 
government interference 
for themselves — in terms 
of  their well-being and the 
well-being of  their family, 
in consultation with whom-
ever they may choose — we 
are a stronger society.”

Harris and Biden obvi-
ously did not coordinate 
their soundbites.

A free nation has citizens, 
which includes our elected 
officials, who believe in and 
follow their oath to support 
the Constitution. Forcing 
adults to inject vaccines 
is unconstitutional and 
immoral; that action turns 
citizens into subjects.

Terry Schmidt
Pittsboro

Beware of 
Mountaire’s 

‘humanewashing’
TO THE EDITOR:

It was concerning to learn 
that La Voz de Chatham, 
a critical resource for the 
Latinx community, is now 
accepting support from 
the nation’s fourth largest 
poultry producer, Moun-
taire Farms. Rather than 
earnestly giving back to the 
community, Mountaire is 
once again hiding its sordid 
past of  exploitation and 
harm behind an apparently 
progressive move.

In July, an investigation 
in Scalawag Magazine 
revealed that poultry 
companies like Mountaire 
are apparently using a 
third-party contractor to 
hire undocumented work-
ers, in order to pay them 
less and deprive them of  
adequate time off if  they 
are infected with COVID-19 
— which is running ram-
pant in the plants’ crowd-
ed, dangerous working 
conditions. Further, the 
company is now facing 
a complaint from the 

North Carolina Justice 
Center, which has alleged 
that workers are falling 
ill because of  extremely 
high levels of  chemicals 
like bleach and ammonia. 
According to an anony-
mous Mountaire worker, 
“When we complain, they 
ignore us … The voice of  
Hispanics is not valid, 
as if  we were not human 
beings. I have filed many 
complaints and nobody 
does anything. They don’t 
protect us. They don’t care 
how employees feel.”

This isn’t the first for 
Mountaire, which created 
the “One Health Certified” 
(OHC) label for its poultry 
now sold at ALDI supermar-
kets. The holistic-seeming 
certification greenwashes, 
healthwashes, and human-
ewashes a long history of  
environmental violations 
and factory farming with-
out imposing standards 
stricter than conventional 
industry practices. While 
Mountaire’s owner secretly 
funnels money into anti-la-
bor union work, the compa-
ny is using marketing tools 
like OHC and donations to 
the Latinx community to 
rake in the support of  con-
scientious consumers and 
readers alike.

Shoppers must beware of  
rampant humanewashing 
from poultry giants like 
Mountaire when looking to 
eat — and read news — in 
line with their values.

Laura Lee Cascada
Front Royal, Virginia

Editor’s note: Mountaire 
Farms, Chatham Hospital 
and a number of  other busi-
ness have strongly supported 
the News + Record’s La Voz 
de Chatham project. The 
newspaper is grateful for 
that support, which allows 
us to report on the impact 
of  COVID-19 and provide 
critical news and informa-
tion to the area’s Latinx 
population.

CRT fails, because 
there’s only one race
TO THE EDITOR: 

Lately there has been a 
lot said and written about 
Critical Race Theory being 
taught in schools. I would 
like to add my two cents: no, 
actually it was dollars from 
my taxes that were added.

Those teaching CRT in 
schools fail to include that 
information. My taxes were 
added to monthly welfare 
checks which increased in 
value with each new child 
born into the families re-
ceiving the checks. The poor 
in this nation also received 
monthly Food Stamps. The 
poor children in this nation 
received free school lunches 
and one group of  poor chil-
dren receives college grants 
paid for from the taxes of  
Americans. This brings up 
the question: How much 
and how long do Americans 
have to pay before they are 
considered redeemed?

When I was growing up 
I lived in several homes 
where the toilet was more 
than 10 feet from the house 
and there were days when 
there was very little food 
in the house. I worked for 
a living from age 18 to age 
65. My privilege was being 
born in a free country.

When someone teaches 
a subject in school they 
should be truthful and 
include ALL the details. 
One such detail should be 
we are one race ranging 
from light beige to dark 
brown and our govern-
ment should stop creating 
and passing bills, laws, 
and grants based on the 
lie there is more than one 
race. When the government 
creates and passes bills, 
laws, and grants based 
on the lie there is more 
than one race it promotes 
segregation and it must 
stop. The scripture proving 
we are all descendants of  
Noah (therefore, making us 
one race) can be found in 
Genesis in the King James 
Bible.

Carol Gene Good
Conover

VIEWPOINTS
LETTERS

What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of local and 
public interest, as well as thoughtful and informative guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse letters and 
other submissions that promote a commercial product, contain either libelous material, 
personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language. Consumer complaints and letters 
containing unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime telephone number 
for verification. Letters should be no more than 400 words in length. Letter-writers are 
limited to two published letters per month. Letters selected for publication may be edited 
and all letters become property of the Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or 
email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; or drop by our office at 303 West Raleigh Street in 
Siler City.
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What made today’s 
North Carolina economy?

During one of  my recent early 
morning workouts at the local 

YMCA in Ra-
leigh, I met an 
impressive young 
person. He is a 
senior at NCSU’s 
textile college. 
We talked about 
the textile 
industry and 
his occupational 
goal. I mentioned 
that the textiles 

industry was once one of  the dom-
inant economic sectors in the state 
for many decades. That statement 
surprised him.  

I don’t blame my new friend for 
not knowing the history of  textiles 
in North Carolina. Most of  us 
focus on today and not the past. 
And if  we do know about the past, 
it’s the past we’ve lived through. 
At age 70, I’ve lived through more 
time than my 20-year-old new 
friend.

When most people think about 
history, the focus is on big events 
like wars, elections and inven-
tions. But equally important — at 
least in my opinion — is economic 
history, which tracks changes in 
industries, companies and occupa-
tions.

North Carolina has a long and 
dynamic economic history. When 
I arrived in the state in the 1970s, 
the “Big Three” industries of  
tobacco, textiles and furniture 
dominated the economy, account-
ing for almost one-quarter of  all 
economic production.

Today, the Big Three accounts 
for less than 10 percent of  the 
state’s aggregate economic pro-
duction. In place of  the Big Three 
is the new “Big Five” sectors of  
technology, pharmaceuticals, 
banking, food processing and 
vehicle parts.  

The shift from the Big Three to 
the Big Five occurred in the span 
of  less than half  a century, which 
in historical time is the blink of  
an eye. How did it happen? There 
were five key causes: globalization, 
the rise of  higher education, na-
tional banking, the transformation 
of  agriculture and the movement 
of  new companies and people to 
North Carolina.

Since the end of  World War II, 
the world has been moving toward 
free and open trade between coun-
tries. But two trade agreements 
in the 1990s and 2000s, NAFTA 
(North American Free Trade 
Agreement) and the WTO (World 
Trade Organization), really put 
a capstone on globalization. The 
result was economic production 
gravitated to locations with the 
lowest costs.

For North Carolina, global-
ization meant large parts of  the 
state’s manufacturing base in 
textiles, apparel and furniture 
departed to foreign countries. 
However, one upside was growth 
in the state’s vehicle parts 
industry supplying auto assem-
bly factories operating in South 
Carolina.

As the economy shifted in the 
late 20th century from relying 
on “brawn power” to using 

“brain power,” higher education 
expanded everywhere. North 
Carolina had already devel-
oped a strong public univer-
sity system to complement its 
high-profile private universities 
and colleges. Hence, the state 
was ready to expand its college 
training. One factor helping the 
state was the high level of  state 
support for higher education, 
thereby allowing North Caroli-
na to be among the states with 
the lowest public university 
tuitions and fees.

As early as the 1950s, farsighted 
state leaders in North Carolina 
recognized economic change was 
on the way. Efforts were made to 
attract new companies in tech-
nology and pharmaceuticals, the 
most prominent being developing 
Research Triangle Park, the first 
of  its kind in the country. North 
Carolina combined this effort 
with growing numbers of  col-
lege graduates, a relatively low 
cost-of-living, attractive natural 
amenities and a sunny climate to 
grow these sectors just at the time 
traditional manufacturing was 
waning.

In the 20th century, most states 
restricted banks to one location. 
Both North and South Carolina 
were exceptions, allowing banks to 
have branches across their states. 
Hence, when nationwide banking 
was approved by Congress in the 
1990s, banks in the Carolinas had 
the experience to rapidly expand. 
The result was Charlotte — on the 
border of  the two states — became 
the second largest financial center 
in the country.

As tobacco’s importance in 
North Carolina declined, farmers 
looked for substitutes. One alter-
native was meat — specifically 
hogs — which led to rapid expan-
sion in the state’s food processing 
sector.

Last, as the nation became 
more economically and culturally 
linked in the late 20th and early 
21st centuries, the relocation of  
both businesses and households 
increased. North Carolina has 
consistently been on the positive 
side of  these relocations, with 
many more companies and people 
moving to the state than moving 
out. These movers have come from 
the two ends of  the age spectrum 
— retirees enjoying their golden 
years and young people beginning 
their careers.  

These five forces have remade 
North Carolina — economically, 
socially and culturally — within 
the span of  five decades. This 
demonstrates the lesson that 
change can occur rapidly. Some 
futurists believe the pandemic has 
put us at the beginning of  another 
set of  forces creating widespread 
change in the upcoming decades. 
Are they correct? What kind of  
changes will occur?  And do we 
have the ability to mold the chang-
es so they provide the most benefit 
to the largest number of  people? 
You decide.  

Walden is a William Neal Reynolds 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
at North Carolina State University.

MIKE 
WALDEN
You Decide
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Is it really worth $850,000 per month? 
About this time in the legislative session — 

when the session runs interminably long and 
little is happening — the press 
corps, lobbyists, legislative 
staffers and even some law-
makers start a pool to predict 
how long the session might last 
before adjournment.

Currently, Halloween 
seems a pretty safe bet. I 
think it was 2016 when folks 
were decorating Christmas 
trees; it didn’t look like they 
would ever adjourn. But all 

this hemming and hawing comes at a price. 
You and I, the taxpayers, are spending about 
$850,000 per month to keep this circus in 
Raleigh and it’s fair to ask whether we are 
getting our money’s worth.

When the General Assembly convened the 
2021 session on Jan. 13, it was scheduled to 
adjourn July 2. Our lawmakers had three 
primary tasks — passing a new biennial state 
budget, drawing new districts for congressio-
nal, legislative and local government elec-
tions, and appropriating a large accumulated 
surplus. Today, they’ve been meeting eight 
months and in baseball parlance they are 
0-for-3.

They haven’t passed a budget, drawn districts 
or acted on the bulk of  the surplus, other than 
saying they want to put a large amount of  it 
into savings. Yes, they’ve passed a few laws and 
tackled a few subjects better left alone, such as 
rewriting North Carolina history instruction for 
our schools and limiting gubernatorial powers 
during emergencies.

I think we are seeing why we need someone 
who can act quickly in times of  crisis. The legis-
lature certainly doesn’t.

North Carolina has a $6-plus billion surplus, 
with millions more accumulating each month. 
There are many significant ways we could be 
spending it. For starters, we should guarantee 
every schoolroom in our state is COVID-safe 
and make sure we have enough remedial help 
for our children. Our economy has recovered 
nicely from the pandemic but some wise and 
timely investments could stimulate our labor 
force participation rate, which is still well below 
pre-pandemic levels.

Even legislative leadership acknowledges it 
might be October before a conference budget 
is sent to the governor. My research indicates 
the latest a final budget was approved was in 
1998, on Oct. 30. Unless there are substantive 
negotiations and compromises taking place 
with Governor Cooper’s office, anything 

similar to the respective budgets from the two 
chambers will quickly get the big red veto 
stamp. Overriding the veto requires a three-
fifths vote — 30 votes in the Senate and 72 in 
the House.

It’s hard to tell what’s going on so far as 
redistricting is concerned. It’s all behind closed 
doors. Some say lawmakers have already drawn 
the maps, even before the 10 hearings are held to 
get public input. And in a state as large as ours, 
having only 10 hearings is a farce, especially 
in the locations selected. In 2011 there were 30 
hearings scheduled. 

This is no way to run a state. If  our legislators 
were your employees in a $30-plus billion enter-
prise, you would be an unhappy camper.

Wait, they are your employees. 
Here are some ways to improve state gover-

nance.
First, we need a constitutional amendment 

limiting legislative sessions. Thirty-nine states 
have them; most are 60 to 90 days instead of  our 
open-ended session lengths. Let’s raise legisla-
tive pay for those 100 days (and only 100 days) to 
a level where working-class citizens can serve 
instead of  just the wealthy, retirees and special 
interest advocates. Then let’s put pressure on 
legislators to get a budget passed in time to start 
of  the new year (July 1) by repealing the law 
that allows the state to continue operating using 
the previous year’s budget until a new one is 
approved.

If  state government was shut down, you can 
bet we would get some action. We would also 
insist every program and agency undergo a 
zero-based budget process every four to six 
years, with required public legislative hear-
ings. 

While we are reforming let’s make legis-
lative terms four years instead of  two, set 
term limits of  16 years for members and six 
years for legislative leadership. We should 
require an independent redistricting com-
mission and restore balance of  appointive 
powers, especially allowing the governor 
to make appointments to our UNC Board of  
Governors. 

Here’s my spin: We get the government we 
expect and demand. If  we are not getting the 
government we want we have the power to 
change it at the ballot box, especially if  there are 
fairly drawn districts.

Tom Campbell is a former assistant N.C. State 
Treasurer and was the creator/host of  N.C. SPIN, 
a weekly statewide television discussion of  N.C. 
issues that aired on UNC-TV until 2020. Contact 
him at tomcamp@carolinabroadcasting.com.

What’s more democratic than an election?
Do the ends justify the 

means? This familiar question 
produces 
strong feel-
ings precisely 
because its 
answer is 
necessarily 
complicated. 
Just about all 
of  us admit 
to a scenario, 
such as the 
proverbi-
al ticking 

time-bomb, in which we would 
countenance unsavory means 
if  required to save lives. In 
general, however, most reli-
gious and ethical traditions 
teach that we are not permitted 
to use injurious or unethical 
means to accomplish even 
noble ends.

Constitutional republics, 
in particular, are based on 
precisely the opposite formu-
lation: the means justify the 
ends. Whatever our personal 
interest in a given governmen-
tal outcome may be, citizens 
of  a republic are required to 
accept unwelcome ends as long 

as the means by which they 
were achieved are proper. A 
guilty person may go free if  a 
police officer or prosecutor acts 
illegally or unethically. The 
other side may win a legislative 
argument. The other party 
may win an election.

In recent years, Democrats 
have complained loudly that 
Republicans have breached 
the social contract regarding 
means and ends. Although I 
am politically conservative, 
I have agreed with some of  
those Democratic complaints, 
regarding such matters as 
legislative encroachment on 
executive power and the irre-
sponsible rhetoric that preced-
ed Jan. 6.

My hate mail switches from 
Republican to Democratic, 
however, when I point out that 
our political history extends 
far past 2010. That many of  the 
same Democrats who criticize 
Republican gerrymandering, 
for example, were once enthu-
siastic practitioners of  Dem-
ocratic gerrymandering, in-
cluding Gov. Roy Cooper. That 
before there were Republican 

Birthers questioning Barack 
Obama’s citizenship there 
were Democratic Truthers who 
thought the 9/11 attacks were 
an inside job.

Of  course, two wrongs don’t 
make a right. “He started it!” is 
no more an excuse for politi-
cal heavy-handedness than it 
is an excuse for one of  your 
children to attack the other in 
a backseat rumble while you’re 
trying to keep your eyes on the 
road.

At the moment, it happens to 
be the Democrats throwing the 
punches. In Washington, Joe 
Biden has exceeded any rea-
sonable definition of  presiden-
tial power by ordering vaccine 
mandates on private business-
es. In Raleigh, a local judge is 
threatening to fine Republican 
legislators unless they enact an 
education program concocted 
by progressive policy wonks 
and Democratic politicians.

Here’s another example, 
involving two amendments 
North Carolinians added to 
their state constitution in 2018. 
One requires that a voter show 
a photo ID before casting a 

ballot. The other sets North 
Carolina’s maximum tax rate 
on personal income at 7%. Both 
were popular ballot measures, 
gaining 55% and 57% of  the 
vote, respectively, in the 2018 
election. But progressives 
dislike them. So they filed 
a lawsuit claiming that the 
referenda were illegally held 
because the legislature that 
placed the measures of  the 
ballot was illegally constituted 
by gerrymandered districts.

I’ve advocated redistricting 
reform for decades. For most 
of  that time, the gerrymander-
ers were Democrats. I never 
thought to argue that the state 
budgets they enacted, the laws 
they passed, or the constitu-
tional amendments they placed 
on the ballot were illegal acts 
of  an illegal legislature.

That’s because the argument 
is ridiculous and dangerous, 
especially when applied to 
constitutional amendments. 
What more democratic process 
is there than allowing voters to 
decide an issue by referendum?

It gets still worse. Now that 
the matter is before the North 

Carolina Supreme Court, the 
plaintiffs are attempting to 
force two Republican members 
from the case. They argue that 
Justice Phil Berger Jr. can’t 
participate because his father 
is president pro tem of  the Sen-
ate, and that Justice Tamara 
Barringer can’t participate be-
cause she served in the Senate 
when the amendments were 
submitted to the voters in 2018.

Berger and Barringer were 
themselves elected by voters in 
2020 to preside over constitu-
tional questions on the Court. 
Are Democratic activists, 
cheered on by Democratic lead-
ers, truly willing to undermine 
popular sovereignty in this 
way? Yes, it seems. Can they 
not foresee how Republicans 
will respond?

“He started it” is no way to 
end it.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member 
and author of  the new novel 
“Mountain Folk,” a historical 
fantasy set during the American 
Revolution (MountainFolk-
Book.com).

A great teacher 
teaches on

When Julian Pleasants died on Sept. 7, North Carolina lost 
one of  its most important academic and popular historians.

Pleasants grew up in Southern Pines, 
graduated from Davidson College, and 
earned masters and doctoral degrees in 
history at UNC-Chapel Hill. For almost 40 
years he taught history at the University of  
Florida before retiring in 2008 and return-
ing to North Carolina.

Pleasants wrote or co-wrote 10 books, 
including “The Political Career of  W. Kerr 
Scott: The Squire from Haw River,” and 
“Frank Porter Graham and the 1950 Senate 
Race in North Carolina.” Pleasants detailed 

the divisive conflicts in mid-20th century North Carolina 
politics. His work helped readers begin to understand the 
background of  the political conflicts that divide us today.

In “The Political Career of  W. Kerr Scott,” Pleasants 
described what may have been the greatest political upset in 
North Carolina: Kerr Scott’s victory in the Democratic Pri-
mary for governor in 1948. The dairy farmer from Alamance 
County beat the favored candidate of  the conservative wing of  
the party, Charles Johnson.

When in office he adopted a liberal program of road im-
provements, public school improvement, and the expansion of  
government services. Hard-working and hard-headed, plain and 
direct spoken, Scott appointed women and African Americans to 
government positions and disregarded criticism of his actions.

Future governors Terry Sanford and Jim Hunt were in-
spired by his success. Hunt says, “If  not for Kerr Scott I would 
never have run for governor. My family viewed Scott as our 
political savior.”

In “Frank Porter Graham and the 1950 Senate Race in 
North Carolina,” Pleasants described how in 1949, Governor 
Scott appointed UNC President Graham to a vacant U. S. 
Senate seat. Graham was, for the times, a liberal on race and 
social issues.

So conservative Democrats recruited Willis Smith to run 
against him in the 1950 Democratic primary, the winner of  
which would face only token Republican opposition in No-
vember. Smith was a distinguished Raleigh attorney who had 
served as president of  the American Bar Association. At the 
beginning of  the campaign, both men enjoyed wide respect 
throughout the state.

Graham led the first primary in May 1950 with 48.9 percent 
of  the vote. Smith had 40.5 percent. Smith’s supporters, in-
cluding young Jesse Helms, orchestrated an impressive show 
of  public support that persuaded Smith to call for a run-off.

Smith’s campaign faced an enormous challenge in the run-
off: how to persuade working-class Democrats to vote for a 
conservative business-oriented lawyer.

In 1950 two things would persuade many North Carolina 
whites to vote against their economic interests. They were 
race and communism. Smith’s supporters used both issues. 
Although Smith distanced himself  from his supporters’ 
tactics, they “played the race card.” Flyers, newspaper ads, 
and mail used crude inflammatory language to assert that 
Graham supported mixing the races in the workplace and 
everywhere else. And to a lesser degree, Smith’s followers 
played up Graham’s membership in organizations that were 
supposedly communist “fronts.”

Graham refused to respond in kind. But his supporters 
attempted, without success, to inflame voters against Smith’s 
“big business” leanings. In the end, Smith’s supporters’ tac-
tics won the run-off for their candidate.

Why does the Graham-Smith contest continue to be 
significant? One reason is that several important recent 
political leaders cut their teeth in that battle. For instance, 
Jesse Helms worked vigorously on the Smith side and Terry 
Sanford for Graham. There are others, a few still alive, who 
got their start in this campaign and still remember. But many 
more are indirect disciples of  Graham or Smith, through 
political figures like Sanford and Helms.

That war between the Smith and Graham sides is not over. 
It is still being fought, and it is not yet clear which side is real-
ly going to win in the end.

Through his books and his other works, Julian Pleasants 
will live on, doing the things he loved to do, teaching, and 
helping us understand the world we live in.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch,” at 11 a.m. 
Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. The program also 
airs on the North Carolina Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and 
other times.

VIEWPOINTS

JOHN HOOD
John Locke 
Foundation

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

TOM 
CAMPBELL
N.C. Spin
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also impressed inspectors 
and enhanced this year’s 
rating, he said.  

Causey personally ap-
plauded Murphy and Siler 
City’s fire staff for their 
high-quality service.

“I commend you and 
your department for your 
dedication and commit-
ment to making your 
community a safer place 
to live,” he said in a letter 
filed among Siler City’s 
public records.

Causey emphasized 
that town residents 
should be especially 

pleased, not only to know 
they have a responsive 
and capable fire depart-
ment, but that property 
insurance premiums will 
likely decrease.

“(T)he majority of  
citizens may not be 
aware that the rating 
of  their responding fire 
department directly 
impacts their property 
insurance calculations,” 
he said.

Siler City’s rating will 
officially go into effect 
on Dec. 1, according to 
the State Fire Marshal’s 
office, after which it could 
“significantly lower 
homeowners insurance 
rates.”

“You deserve to brag 
a little about the exper-
tise of  your personnel,” 
Causey told Murphy in 
his letter, “which saves 
homeowners money and, 
most importantly, makes 
their lives safer.”

Insurance companies 
use local fire department 
ratings to help set home 
insurance rates and 
sometimes offer lower 
rates because a well-pre-
pared fire department 
should be able to put out 
a house fire more quickly, 
according to the N.C. 
Dept. of  Insurance.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

‘You deserve to 
brag a little about 
the expertise of 
your personnel, 
which saves 
homeowners 
money and, most 
importantly, makes 
their lives safer.’

MIKE CAUSEY, NC Insur-
ance Commissioner and 
State Fire Marshal

SCFD
Continued from page A1

plan, but the COVID-19 pandemic and 
personnel turnover delayed its imple-
mentation until June.

The original application period 
closed on Aug. 9. According to Lynch, 
the town had planned to compile and 
present all applications to the board 
during an August or September board 
meeting, but by the Sept. 7 regular 
meeting, the town had only received 
five letters of  interest to fill the sev-
en-member committee. 

That’s when staff decided to reopen 
the application period beginning last 
Wednesday.

“I think it’s based on the fact that 
maybe it took a little time for the infor-
mation to get out about the committee,” 
Lynch said. “And so once the word was 
out to the community, I think the in-
terest started to develop, and hopefully 
we’ll have a few more people.” 

The second application window clos-
es on Friday, Oct. 8. If  the town receives 
enough applications to fill all commit-
tee seats, Lynch said staff will present 
the applications to the board for review 
during their Oct. 18 regular meeting. 

Otherwise, the town would consider 
extending the deadline again — but 
Lynch said he thinks that unlikely.

“Since Thursday, we received one 
additional,” he said, “and so we are at 
six now.” 

Among those applicants, three have 
Siler City home addresses; one lives 
in Pittsboro and the other two live in 
Durham and Chapel Hill respectively.

According to the town’s resolution, 
the seven-member committee will pro-
vide a bridge between the board and 
immigrant residents, offer strategies 
to foment civic participation among 
immigrant residents and serve as a 
forum to both discuss and address the 
immigrant community’s concerns. 

Committee members will also take 
the lead on implementing any and all 
recommendations outlined in BIC’s 
action plan to better serve the town’s 
immigrant residents.

“I think it’s a really important step 
to create more relationships and 
communication and a channel for the 
immigrant community to have direct 
communication with town commission-
ers, town management and town staff 
about issues in the community that are 
relevant and need to be uplifted and 
need to be talked about and addressed,” 

the Hispanic Liaison’s founder and 
executive director, Ilana Dubester, pre-
viously told the News + Record.

“We haven’t had that kind of  space 
before within town government to do 
that,” she added at the time. “There 
hasn’t been an official channel. There’s 
been, of  course, the Hispanic Liaison 
bringing up issues, but that’s not the 
same as having a body that is part of  
the town and that works closely with 
the town in an official capacity.”

Eligible committee members must 
come from “historically underrepre-
sented communities” with recent im-
migrant ancestry — be that from Latin 
America or other parts of  the world. As 
part of  that, committee members must 
either be foreign-born or the children 
and/or grandchildren of  immigrants. 
According to Dubester, documentation 
status doesn’t matter.

Apiring members don’t have to live 
in Siler City, but when it comes to 
choosing among the pool of  candidates, 
the town will be looking for those with 
strong connections to Siler City.

“To me, if  you want to build a town or 
a community, you have to have people 
that want to be here, and they want to 
stay here,” Mayor Pro Tem Cindy Bray 
told the News + Record in July. “ … You 

have to be a member of  the community. 
People know who you are, and they can 
trust you and say, ‘Oh, yeah, I know 
so-and-so.”

To apply, interested applicants can 
submit letters of  interest to the town 
clerk, Jenifer Johnson, at jjohnson@
silercity.org by Oct. 8. The letters 
should include applicants’ home ad-
dresses, contact information, educa-
tional background and current jobs. 
Applicants should also add in their lev-
el of  civic involvement, why they wish 
to serve on the committee and anything 
else they deem necessary.

All positions are unpaid. Appointed 
committee members will serve in three-
year staggered terms. Members may 
serve a second term if reappointed, but 
they must rotate off the committee for at 
least a year before serving a third term. 
Once formed, the committee will deter-
mine its own meeting schedule, but must 
meet at least once a month, if  not more. 

“I think (the committee’s) going to be 
great,” Lynch said, “and I believe that 
given time, we will receive additional 
applications for the board to be able to 
review.” 

Reporter Victoria Johnson can be 
reached at victoria@chathamnr.com.

IMMIGRANT
Continued from page A1

Chatham BOE reapproves mask mandate, 
OK’s retention, recruitment bonuses

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The Chatham County 
Board of  Education again voted to 
require universal masking on all CCS 
campuses at its regular meeting Mon-
day night, in accordance with state leg-
islation requiring school boards to vote 
monthly on face mask requirements.

The legislation, Session Law 2021-
130/Senate Bill 654, is a wide-ranging 
COVID-19 bill that was passed Aug. 25 and 
requires school boards with mask man-
dates to hold monthly votes on whether to 
continue or modify such policies.

There are eight active cases of  
COVID-19 at CCS, according to the 
district’s tracker dashboard, and there 
have been 134 total cases since the 
beginning of  classes on Aug. 23. Only 
one cluster at Chatham Central High 
School, with nine associated cases, was 
identified during the second week of  
classes. In comparison, Chatham Coun-
ty is seeing an increase of  cases among 
people 18 and younger — a group which 
makes up about 31% of  cases locally 
and statewide, Chatham County Public 
Health Director Mike Zelek told the 
board Monday.

“Masking is slowing the spread of  
COVID,” said Zelek, who has repeatedly 
supported the district’s mask mandate. 
“They not only slow the spread of  
COVID, they keep kids in the class-
room.”

About 39% of  12- to 17-year-olds in 
Chatham are at least partially vacci-
nated, he said. The district offered two 
vaccination clinics at each of  its four 
high schools last week, to work toward 
increasing those numbers. Plans to 
offer COVID-19 testing on-site with 
state-approved vendor MAKO Medical 
are also under way. The district said on 
Monday it hopes to do testing of  groups 
such as marching band and athletes.

As of  March 8, three weeks after 
teachers were eligible to be vaccinat-
ed in Chatham, 550 of  the district’s 

approximately 2,000 staff members had 
been vaccinated. The district has not 
previously collected staff vaccination 
data, but on Tuesday, CCS employees 
could start voluntarily reporting their 
vaccination status to the district.

Retention and recruitment bonus
The board also approved a retention 

and recruitment bonus plan for district 
employees, which would be in addi-
tion to the one-time bonuses given to 
employees last year; it would be paid 
for through part of  the district’s $17.4 
million allotted COVID-19 relief  funds.

Under the plan, all full-time employ-
ees will receive a $1,250 one-time bonus 
and all part-time employees will receive 
a one-time bonus of  $650. 

The plan now must be approved by 
the N.C. Dept. of  Public Instruction 
before it can be implemented.

“Before offering incentives to new 
employees, we felt it important to pub-
licly and tangibly honor the outstand-
ing work our employees have done 
under incredibly difficult circumstanc-
es because of  the pandemic,” Superin-
tendent Dr. Anthony Jackson said in 
a CCS release. “This is just one of  the 
ways to let our employees know that 
we see their efforts and they are deeply 
appreciated.”

Under the plan, employees who join 
the district between Oct. 11 and Dec. 
13 and who make a “firm time commit-
ment” for how long they’ll stay in the 
system will receive a signing bonus 
— $1,500 for classified employees and 
$3,500 for certified employees.

Staffing shortages across the state 
span multiple industries and sectors, 
including education. Several school dis-
tricts across the state adopted similar 
incentive programs to help address the 
problem.

“This will help fill vital vacancies 
that range from our bus drivers to 
instructional assistants in the class-
room,” Jackson said in the release. 
“These incentives are designed to 

attract and retain high-quality faculty 
and staff in all employment areas.”

Other business
• The board approved Carla Murray 

as the Executive Director for Elementa-
ry and Middle Grades Instruction — a 
role previously held by Chris Poston, 
who now leads the district’s equity 
efforts. 

Murray has worked for 23 years as an 
educator, 17 of  which have been at CCS, 
where she has been the principal of  
North Chatham Elementary since 2015. 

She was named the Wells Fargo Prin-
cipal of  the Year for Chatham in 2021. 
Murray attended Siler City Elementary 
and Chatham Middle School. She also 
graduated from Jordan-Matthews High 
School.

“I am truly honored and feel priv-
ileged for the opportunity to serve 
Chatham County Schools in this 
capacity,” she said in a CCS release. 
“I look forward to collaborating with 
stakeholders to ensure we maximize 
outcomes for all of  our students.”

• The board approved the consolidat-
ed grant application for federal grants, 
following the completion of  the dis-
trict’s needs assessment last year. For 
the 2021-2022 school year, a federally 
funded consolidated grants planning al-
lotment of  nearly $2.1 million has been 
awarded for all consolidated grants — 
an overall increase of  approximately 
$145,000 from the 2020-2021 school year.

• CCS’s Amanda Moran, the assistant 
superintendent for academic services 
and instructional support, presented 
the district’s student achievement data 
to the board, based on state testing data 
released at the beginning of  the month.

Though CCS performed above the 
state average in multiple categories, the 
majority of  students failed end-of-grade 
and course state exams last school year 
— a trend reflected statewide. At CCS, 
45.3% of  high schoolers demonstrated 
grade-level proficiency on their exams 
last school year, as opposed to 53.3% in 

2018-19, before the pandemic, according 
to district data. Among CCS elementary 
and middle schoolers, 48.6% of  students 
were grade-level proficient on their 
tests, compared to 64.8% in 2018-19.

Chatham’s grade-level proficiency 
and college- and career-readiness 
scores for reading topped the state 
average for all grades, and exceeded the 
state proficiency rate for math in every 
grade except 8th grade. In addition, 
the district’s high school score outper-
formed the state average in English II 
and Math I.

“We know that this year was not a 
typical or easy one,” Moran told the 
board, “but the successes that we have 
to share tonight are a direct result of  
the creativity and resilience and the 
hard work of  all of  us.”

• The district revised its technology 
policy, removing two portions regard-
ing parental consent regarding use 
of  third-party platforms by students 
and students’ “independent access to 
the Internet.” The board approved the 
updated policy.

“Obtaining parental permission for 
every third-party platform or project 
would not be reasonable or practical,” 
the district’s agenda read.

The state sometimes requires school 
districts to use third-party programs 
for courses and assessments. The 
district uses filtering and monitoring 
features to protect privacy and security 
of  instructional technology tools, the 
district said, and does not sell informa-
tion to third-parties.

“In addition, the internet is now 
a reasonable instructional tool that 
is required to teach and carry out 
the curriculum outlined by the N.C. 
Department of  Public Instruction,” 
the agenda said. “It is not reasonable 
to allow parents to object to the use of  
technology tools for this reason. 

Reporter Hannah McClellan can be 
reached at hannah@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @HannerMcClellan.
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Handsome 1.5 story Cape Cod with 
2 car Garage. Great Koi Pond fully 

stocked and well maintained. Master 
down, perched in the shade of 150 

year old oaks.
Call Julie Cummins 

Julie Boone Cummins
CHR Broker Realtor

919 524-7476         
Julieboonecummins@gmail.com                 Julieboonecummins@gmail.com                 

466 Oren Gaines Rd.,  Goldston

Friday Nights – September 24 thru November 26, 2021     
in Silk Hope, N.C. @ Station #7

8110 Silk Hope Gum Springs Road Siler City, N.C. 27344

$3.00 and $5.00 Shots for a Variety of Meat & Money Prizes

Shooting starts at 7:00 P.M.

N.C. Certified Range Officers will be on hand to provide safe, 
clean, and alcohol-free, fun for the whole family.clean, and alcohol-free, fun for the whole family.

Factory, unaltered shotguns only. No pulldowns. No magnified 
sights. 36” and under barrels. Factory manufactured turkey 
chokes are allowed, as long as they are within the following 

allowed tolerance - .670 or above (12 gauge) –
.620 or above (16 gauge) - .570 or above (20 gauge).

Judges’ decisions are final.
If two targets are close to center, judges will go to the second 

shot hole. If the second shot hole is close, there will be a 
“shoot off” if a winner cannot be decided.   

410 Gauge Shotguns will be provided for the “lil” ones.
So grab up the family and stop on by, and take home some 

“vittles”.
All proceeds go to the Silk Hope Fire Department.



and backgrounds, it’s just 
hard to figure out, you 
know, what is the need?” 
Meadows said. “And how 
can we meet the need?” 

Teaching about and 
supporting mental 
health is just one piece 
of  the job of  school 
counselors, who pri-
marily support social 
emotional development, 
cognitive development 
and career development 
in schools. 

At CCS, the district is 
working to address ris-
ing mental health needs 
in schools by increasing 
its contracted mental 
health services for in-
school therapy and by 
hiring two additional 
counselors and three so-
cial workers — support-
ed by federal COVID-19 
relief  funding. The 
district will continue its 
contract with Renais-
sance Wellness Services, 
a Pittsboro clinic it has 
partnered with since 
2017, for $57,811.

Eight of  Renaissance’s 
19 employees work 
with CCS students, 
Renaissance owner and 
Clinical Director Karen 
Barbee told the News + 
Record last month. The 
clinic works with about 
150 CCS students who 
typically meet with ther-
apists once a week at 
their base school during 
a non-core class. 

“It’s definitely the 
accessibility and the 
consistency of  the 
service,” Barbee said of  
the appeal of  in-person 
therapy to students and 
parents.

Every year since 2017, 
the services offered at 
CCS have increased, she 
said. She doesn’t expect 
that will be different 
this year, particularly in 
light of  the pandemic.

“One of  the big things 
that we’re preparing 
for currently is just an 
uptick in referrals,” Bar-
bee said. “I do believe 
that we are going to be 
inundated in just being 
with referrals. And it’s 
not a bad thing — I think 
that it could really be an 
amazing thing. Because 
as a whole, we need to be 
utilizing mental health 
services more.”

As a general prac-

tice, district counselors 
usually refer students 
to outside services if  
they meet with a student 
about the same thing 
more than five or six 
times. 

“That’s a loose 
guideline that we use,” 
Meadows said, “so that 
we know their needs are 
being met.”

Beyond meeting one-
on-one with students, 
counselors address 
social emotional and 
mental health in a vari-
ety of  ways.

Counselors provide 
classroom guidance by 
speaking to classes about 
various mental health 
topics and by providing 
training for teachers 
regarding strategies for 
things like conflict man-
agement and caring for 
grieving or traumatized 
students.

“Then when we know 
that we’re going to have 
some kids who need 
more,” Meadows said. 
“So we meet with them 
in small groups, and then 
through individual set-
tings. Of  course, we also 
refer them out to mental 
health and school based 
services like Renais-
sance.”

Sandra Young, a coun-
selor at Chatham Central 
and CCS’s lead high 
school counselor, said 
she emphasizes teaching 
students about stress 
and how to deal with 
it — particularly as they 
enter high school. Even 
without the added stress-
ors of  the pandemic, she 
said the transition to 
high school often brings 
increased workloads and 
stress for many students.

“You’ve learned about 
stress in K-8, but when 
you get here, let’s talk 
about it a little bit more 
in depth,” she said. “Let’s 
talk about what are 
things that work? And 
what are things that don’t 
work for you? And then, 
how can we support each 
other?” 

Such conversations are 
particularly important 
for students, Chatham 
School of  Science and 
Engineering Counselor 
Jennifer Saylor said, 
because at that age, the 
brain is still developing. 

Saylor is talking about 
the brain with 9th and 
10th grade students this 
year, emphasizing how 

understanding your 
brain can better inform 
how you make decisions 
related to mental and 
emotional health.

“Mental health is a 
huge topic and tremen-
dously important,” 
Saylor said. “I think 
of  it as breathing, you 
know, you’re breathing 
all the time. And your 
mental health is doing 
its thing all the time — 
so you need to attend 
to it.”

It should be the job of  
educators, she said, to 
help students feel safe 
and connected — because 
those are the environ-
ments in which learning 
is better able to happen. 

“Here we are, in this 
pandemic, and a lot of  
students have experi-
enced the loss of  family 
members, or parents or 
family members who’ve 
had changes in their em-

ployment,” Saylor said. 
“There’s just been so 
many different shifts.”

That’s why she’s en-
couraged by the empha-
sis the district is placing 
on supporting students 
beyond just their academ-
ic needs. 

Just last week, Saylor 
attended a meeting with 
the district’s high school 
counselors, at which 
there was a large empha-
sis on social and emotion-
al health.

“One positive thing 
through the pandemic,” 
Young said, “is that I 
think people are final-
ly realizing that your 
mental health is of  the 
same importance as your 
physical health.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.
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Karen Barbee, owner and clinical director of 
Renaissance Wellness Services, in Pittsboro.
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Pittsboro’s newest drinking hole: BMC Brewing  
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — BMC brew-
ing, the newest addition to 
The Plant on Lorax Lane in 
Pittsboro, hosted a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony Sunday, finally 
opening two years after its 
owners set out to join the local 
beverage scene. 

“It was really hard waiting,” 
said John Rice, who founded 
the brewery with his wife, 
Carmen, and serves as master 
brewer. “But it is what it is. We 
know the state’s been doing 
the best it can. And whereas 
the impatience, of  course, was 
there, it’s fine now. It worked 
out all right.”

More than 30 people attend-
ed the brewery’s unveiling at 
2 p.m., over which Mayor Jim 
Nass presided. Dozens more 
cycled through the building 
throughout the afternoon to 
sample the diverse menu. 

“The Plant really embodies 
what Pittsboro is all about,” 
Nass told the News + Record, 
“and it’s exciting to see BMC 
open their doors and offer 
another great place for people 
to get together.”

The grand opening was a 
long time coming for the Rices. 
John got his start in home 
brewing more than 30 years 
ago — long before the craft 
brew boom of  the last decade. 
He made his career as a phar-
maceutical researcher special-
izing in drug discovery, cell 
biology and yeast physiology, 
but commercial brewing was 
always the dream. After years 
of  deliberation, he decided in 
2019 it was finally time to ditch 
his career in research and pur-

sue his lifelong passion.
Then came COVID and plans 

started unraveling.
“It’s obviously not how we 

expected this to go,” he said.
But he and Carmen are 

fixed on the brewery’s future, 
despite its tumultuous start.

“I feel good about it,” Car-
men said. “I mean, we want 
this to be a great local joint 
where people just come and 
hang out, where they come 
often and they don’t have to 
stay long. But this is the place 
to be — The Plant is the place 
to be — and we’re excited to be 
a part of  that.”

The Brewery’s opening 
drink lineup includes 16 
offerings, most of  them John’s 
own brews. While hot weath-
er persists, he’s partial to 
Mendel’s Dominant Recessive 
Kolsch, which honors the 

father of  modern genetics, 
Joseph Mendel, according to 
BMC’s website. The Ger-
man-inspired ale features a 
traditional yeast tempered by 
North Carolina-sourced hops 
and grain.

“The kolsch is the best right 
now,” John said. “It’s not too 
heavy — it’s got a nice crisp-
ness to it that you can drink in 
the heat.”

In cooler days to come, 
Carmen’s favorite will be the 
Uisce Móna Beilgeach, she 
said, derived from a Gaelic 
phrase meaning “bog water.” 
The Irish Stout is strengthened 
with Belgian candied sugar 
and fermented with Trappist 
yeast. BMC also partnered 
with Chatham Cider Works, 
one of  The Plant’s veteran 
establishments, to produce a 
hops-infused cider and a coffee 

cider available at the brewery.
“For whatever people like,” 

John said, “we should have 
something to match their 
style.” 

BMC also sells an assort-
ment of  cookies, a specialty 
from which the brewery 
derives its name: “Bite My 
Cookie.” And they’re not 
your run-of-the-mill baked 
goods. 

“We take grain we use to 
make the beer and we dehy-
drate it and dry it out and then 
grind it up into flour,” Carmen 
said. “It’s part of  our sustain-
ability. We don’t want it just 
to go to farmers to feed their 
animals or the compost, we 
wanted to try to do something 
useful. A lot of  breweries make 
dog biscuits, but we started us-
ing it for cookies at home with 
our home brew and thought 
it was really interesting. The 

cookies have a really good 
flavor.”

The Rices hope their cookie 
menu will signal to visitors 
that BMC is not just a bar, but 
a destination for the whole 
family.

“We want everyone to come 
out and have a good time,” 
John said. “We’re really happy 
to have this opportunity to be 
at The Plant because we want-
ed the outdoor space and we 
wanted to be able to have peo-
ple wander into the woods and 
sit in the shade if  they want, or 
outside there at the picnic ta-
bles, not just have to be inside. 
So this was really perfect for 
us. We’re really excited and we 
really expect it to take off.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

CHATHAM BEVERAGE DISTRICT

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

John Rice (left) of BMC Brewing gets a handshake from 
Pittsboro Mayor Jim Nass at BMC’s grand opening on 
Sunday.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

John and Carmen Rice offer a diversity of flavored beers at 
BMC Brewing at The Plant in Pittsboro.

Need some SPACE? 
We can help!

Offering: 
-On-Site Manager
-Multiple Sizes
-Conference Room
-One month free*
(*12th month of one year rental agreement) 
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Event memorializing Daniel could be ‘a 
new departure point’ for Chatham County

BY W. ROBERT 
PEARSON

Special to the News + 
Record

Editor’s note: W. Robert 
Pearson is a member of  
Chatham’s Community 
Remembrance Coalition; 
the CRC-C will host two 
events on Saturday to 
remember both tragic and 
glorious parts of  the coun-
ty’s history. Before his 
retirment, Pearson — who 
lives in Fearrington Vil-
lage with his wife, Maggie 
— was an innovative dip-
lomat, leader and crisis 
manager at the top levels 
of  the U.S. government. 
He was U.S. ambassador 
to Turkey and completed a 
30-year career in 2006 with 
the Department of  State 
as Director General of  the 
Foreign Service. He is a 
frequent writer and speak-
er on diplomacy, foreign 
policy, Turkey, NGOs and 
development, and served 
under six presidents ( four 
Republican and two Dem-
ocratic) and 11 secretaries 
of  state. In this essay, he 
shares thoughts on the 
emphasis of  Saturday’s 
events.

Truth, Justice, Recon-
ciliation.

Noble words. Lofty 
principles. Universal 
hopes. The lion lies 
down with the lamb. Our 
swords are beaten into 
plowshares. But it doesn’t 
work that way. It’s not so 
easy.

To make judgments, 
instead of  thinking it 
through, we use stereo-
types. White people are 
like this. Black people are 
like that. Hispanics think 

this way. White police of-
ficers are like this. Black 

voters in 
large cities 
are like 
that. Young 
people 
think this 
way. Old 
people 
think that 

way. And so it goes. We 
pick up that familiar im-
age, and we apply it. With 
social media, and media 
generally, now we can 
actually see only what we 
agree with. 

But things that have 
been hard for many 
to accept are pushing 
through. That’s where 
Truth emerges. George 
Floyd’s murder on live 
video in 2020 galvanized 
the nation. The tragedy 
of  Breonna Taylor was 
swept up into Floyd’s 
story. The meaning of  
Black Lives Matter burst 
into the consciousness of  
millions of  white Amer-
icans. Young whites, 
white women, white men, 
corporations, TV adver-
tising, sports leagues, 
unversities and many 
others suddenly saw a 
reality that changed their 
thinking. 

Here in Chatham, on 
July 12, 2020, our rally by 
Black and white lead-
ership attracted many 
young local Black and 
white students to join. 
Demands for reform 
across the entire spec-
trum of  race awareness 
have increased and solid-
ified. Like the lifting of  a 
fog, the methods within 
our social, education, eco-
nomic, legal and political 
systems that discriminate 

are coming into view. 
We no longer have to 

be shackled by the past. 
“Each of  us is more than 
the worst thing we’ve 
ever done,” says Bryan 
Stevenson, the founder 
and Executive Director of  
the Equal Justice Initia-
tive in Montgomery, Al-
abama. If  we see a thing 
we can measure it, and if  
we can measure it we can 
make it better. 

Once Truth is ac-
knowledged, then 
Justice has space to 
grow. Here in Chatham 
County, we can see the 
good things that have 
happened and are hap-
pening. The county is 
changing in its focus on 
equal justice in govern-
ment, in health care, 
education, and police 
reforms. We are better 
 — but more is expected. 
Our standard county 
history, written in 1971, 
is hopelessly outdated, 
silent on Jim Crow, 
silent on lynchings, with 
patronizing treatment 
of  “the Negro.” Our 
Historical Association 
would make an enor-
mous contribution with 
a new history for the 
250th anniversary that 
tells the whole story of  
our county. The focus of  
our business community 
emphasizes statements 
and symbolism when 
what is needed is action 
that helps the Black 
community increase its 
wealth.

Chatham is one of  the 
fastest growing counties 
in the state. Businesses 
are flooding in; where 
is the visible justice in 
economic growth for our 

Black businesses and 
workers?

This coming Saturday, 
two things are going to 
happen that have not 
happened in the last 250 
years of  Chatham’s his-
tory. These events offer 
Truth, light the path to 
Justice, and give us the 
view of  Reconciliation. In 
the morning, there will 
be a ceremony to remem-
ber and memorialize the 
last lynching victim in 
Chatham County, Eugene 
Daniel, forever aged 16 
years and 8 days. In the 
afternoon, there will be a 
recounting of  the Black 
history of  the county, 
music, and speeches by 
political and community 
leaders to highlight the 
victories and struggles of  
Black Chathamites over 
the past 250 years. 

Chatham’s white and 
Black leadership deserve 
commendation for joining 
hands to make this pos-
sible. This is a great step 
forward. It represents an 
acknowledgement from 
the whole community of  
the failures of  the past. It 
provides the opening for 
the Black community to 
keep on pushing to move 
ahead. It offers all our 
community the inspira-
tion to build the county 
its brighter future. 

Our common experi-
ence and the science of  
human behavior teach us 
that together people can 
overcome their differenc-
es to find benefit for all. 
Psalm 85:10 has given us 
a timeless lesson, “Mercy 
and truth are met togeth-
er; righteousness and 
peace have kissed each 
other.” With truth comes 

mercy, with righteous-
ness comes peace. My 
hope is that this Saturday 
will be a new departure 

point for Chatham Coun-
ty on our path to Truth, 
Justice and Reconcilia-
tion. 

TRUTH, JUSTICE, RECONCILIATION

IF YOU’RE GOING

Remembering the 
1921 Lynching of 
Eugene Daniel

WHEN: 9 a.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 18
WHERE: New Hope 
Baptist Church, 581 
New Hope Church 
Road, Apex
On the 100th 
anniversary of his 
lynching, Eugene Daniel 
will be remembered.
The soil collection 
ceremony begins 
at 9 a.m.; a libation 
and remembrance 
ceremony begins at 
9:55 a.m., where 
the story of 
Eugene Daniel 
will be shared and 
surviving Daniel 
family members will 
be recognized.
(RSVP required if you plan 
to attend, proper face 
coverings also required)

Chatham Black 
History Celebration 

WHEN: 2-5 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 18
WHERE: Chatham 
County Agriculture 
& Conference 
Center, and via 
Zoom

Speakers will include 
Chatham County 
Commissioners Karen 
Howard and Diana 
Hales, N.C. Rep. 
Robert Reives II, N.C. 
Sen. Valerie Foushee, 
Congressman David 
Price, Dr. Charles 
Johnson and historian 
Antonio Austin; the 
final program for the 
event is still being 
developed.
(RSVP required if you 
plan to attend, proper 
face coverings also 
required)
TO ATTEND: RSVP at 
https://www.crc-c.org

For more history

The six lynching 
victims in the years 
between 1885 and 1921 
in Chatham County 
were Harriet Finch, 
Jerry Finch, Lee Tyson, 
John Pattishall, Henry 
Jones and Eugene 
Daniel. For more 
information from the 
University of North 
Carolina about the 
history of lynching in 
the state, go to http://
lynching.web.unc.
edu/

Pearson

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com 

919-362-6999

LearnAboutLand.com

Prime Airport Industrial
ONLY $8K/AC-BEST BUY

234 acres adjacent to runway
Siler City is the place to invest!!!
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OBITUARIES

WALTER ‘WALT’ EUGENE 
TURNER

Walter “Walt” Eugene Turn-
er, passed away on September 
2, 2021, at FirstHealth Moore 
Regional Hospital in Pinehurst.

He was born on May 5, 1939, 
to the late Hubert E. B. Turner 
and Opal Irene Sanders Turn-
er in Weed, N.M. He worked 
in the potast mines in Carls-
bad, N.M., then Boeing Inc. 
in Renton, Washington. He 
retired from Department of  
Labor (Mine Safety and Health 
Administration). He is sur-
vived by his wife of  60 years, 
Kathleen Anderson Turner; 
son, Sloan Eugene Turner; 
daughter, Leslie Rene Turner; 
two grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. 

HELEN MARIE 
(BRANDON) PETTY

Mrs. Helen Marie Petty, age 
94, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Wednesday, September 1, 2021, 
at Westfield Nursing Home.

Funeral service was held 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 2021, at Knotts 
Funeral Home with burial 
following at McQueen Chap-
el United Methodist Church 
Cemetery.   

KIMBERLY NEELY 
NIACARIS

Kimberly Neely Niacaris, 
61, of  Broadway, died Tues-
day, September 7, 2021, at the 
VA Medical Center in Fayette-
ville. 

The family will hold a pri-
vate service at a later date. 

She was born on Novem-
ber 21, 1959, daughter of  the 
late Donald Lee Neely and 
Madonna B. Neely. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents and her step-sister, 
Paula Ward. Kimberly was a 
Veteran of  the United States 
Army. 

Surviving is her daughter, 
Stephanie Niacaris of  the 
home; son, Anthony J. Niacaris 
of  West Palm Beach, Florida; 
sister, Robbin A. Neely of  
Broadway; and four grandchil-
dren.

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com. 

ANTHONY MORRIS 
WORRELL

Anthony Morris Worrell, 
67, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Thursday, September 9, 2021, at 
his residence.

Funeral service was held at 
1 p.m. Wednesday, September 
15, 2021, at Knotts Funeral 
Home with burial following 
at Liberty Chapel Church 
Cemetery. 

VICKY JEAN  
ELLINGTON BRAY 

Vicky Jean Ellington Bray, 
60, of  Siler City, passed away 
on Tuesday, September 7, 2021, 
at UNC Hospital. 

The graveside service 
was held at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, September 12, 2021, 
at Brush Creek Baptist 
Church with Rev. Frank 
Taylor presiding. 

She was born in Chatham 
County on July 10, 1961, to 
Billy Carson Ellington Sr. and 
Jean Johnson Ellington. She 
was a cook/dietician at Sun-
bridge until her retirement. 
She was preceded In death by 
her parents.

Survivors include her hus-
band, George “David” Bray, 
of  the home; children, Mark 
Anthony Bray of  Graham, 
Crystal Gaile Bray of  Siler 
City, Ashley Robin Bray of  
Seagrove, Stephanie Dawn 
Bray of  Siler City, Shaina Ele-

na Combs of  Asheboro; sister, 
Patty Ann Thomas of  Siler 
City; brothers, Carson Elling-
ton Jr., of  Smithfield, Jimmy 
Vann Ellington of  Siler City; 
eight grandchildren and four 
step-grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials 
may be made to Brush Creek 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
Fund, c/o Judy Lane, 45 John 
Lane Rd., Bear Creek, N.C. 
27207.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

MAMIE LEE (FRENCH) 
NETTLES

Mamie Lee French Nettles, 
62 of  Sanford passed away on 
Wednesday, September 8, 2021, 
at Central Carolina Hospital.

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, September 16, at 2 
p.m. at Knotts Funeral Home, 
with burial in Lee Memory 
Gardens. 

JOYCE ELAINE 
BOLLINGER HERSEY

Joyce Elaine Bollinger 
Hersey, 80, of  Cameron, passed 
away on Tuesday, September 
7, 2021, at FirstHealth Moore 
Regional Hospital in Pinehurst.

The funeral service was held 
at 1 p.m. on Monday, Septem-
ber 13, 2021, in the Mausoleum 
Chapel at Lee Memory Gar-
dens with Rev. Curtis Norris 
officiating.

She was born in Stover-
stown, Pennsylvania, on June 
4, 1941, to the late William A. 
and Pauline Fissell Bollinger. 
In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, Charles W. Hersey. 
She retired from Coty Inc. 
and was a member of  Hillmon 
Grove Baptist Church.

Survivors include her 
children, Charles E. Hersey of  
Fayetteville, Janet McElroy, 
Lolita Hunt, Terry Hersey, Eric 
Hersey, all of  Cameron, and 
Teresa Furmage of  Parkton; 
a sister, Patricia of  Pennsyl-
vania; 12 grandchildren; 19 
great-grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

BARBARA BURNS 
TRUELOVE

Barbara Burns Truelove, 
87, of  Sanford, passed away on 
September 8, 2021, at her home.

The funeral was held at 2 
p.m. Friday, September 10, 
2021, at East Sanford Baptist 
Church with Pastor Steve Ray 
and Pastor Robbie Gibson pre-
siding. Burial followed in the 
Cool Springs Baptist Church 
Cemetery.  

She was born in Lee County 
on June 13, 1934, to the late 
Jesse Burns and Vallie Burns 
Fowler. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, James 
Edward Truelove. Mrs. True-
love worked at Mack’s Offices 
in Accounts Payable and was 
a member of  East Sanford 
Baptist Church.

Surviving relatives include 
her son, Eddie Truelove of  
Sanford; daughters, Susan 
Bonardi and Terri Parrish, 
both of  Sanford; six grandchil-
dren, and six great-grandchil-
dren.

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
can be made to the Enrichment 
Center of  Sanford and/or St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

JEFFREY RABON KNIGHT
Jeffrey Rabon Knight, 62, 

of  Broadway, died Tuesday, 
September 7, 2021, at Central 
Harnett Hospital in Lillington.

Funeral services were 
conducted at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
September 11, 2021, at Antioch 
Baptist Church, where he was 
a member. Burial followed in 
the church cemetery.  

He was born in Lee County, 
son of  William Rabon Knight 
and Doralene Brown Knight. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents, and his wife, Sha-
ron Knight.    

Surviving are his children, 
Travis Knight and Hayle 
Knight of  Broadway; brother, 
Oris Knight of  Lillington, and 
one grandson.  

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.  

Arrangements are by the 
Smith Funeral Home of  Broad-
way. 

LACY CHRISTIAN 
MCLENDON JR.

Lacy Christian McLendon 
Jr., 73, of  Sanford, died Fri-
day, September 10, 2021, at his 
home. 

There will be no services 
held at this time.   

He was born on January 
13,1948, son of  the late Lacy 
Christian McLendon Sr. and 
Anna McLendon. Lacy was 
preceded in death by his 
parents, his wife Karen Lynn 
McLendon and his sister, 
Barleigh Salmon. He retired 
from Honeywell.  

Surviving is his daughter, 
Crystal McLendon Shaw of  the 
home; four grandchildren; and 
his sister, Linda Salmon.  

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.  

Arrangements are by the 
Smith Funeral Home of  Broad-
way. 

KAREN BETH SBROLLINI HEILMAN   
Karen Beth Sbrollini Heilman, age 

55 of  Chapel Hill, N.C., passed away 
on Thursday, September 9, 2021, with 
her husband by her side after coura-
geously facing an aggressive cancer.

Karen was born in Suffern, 
N.Y., on March 30, 1966, to Rebecca 
Schwartz Sbrollini and the late Paul 
Sbrollini. A lifelong athlete, she 
played basketball for Gettysburg 
College, where she joined the Alpha 
Delta Pi sorority. She also participat-
ed in adult basketball, softball, and 

volleyball leagues; coached basketball, softball, and soccer; 
taught fitness classes; and was an avid cyclist. After achiev-
ing her Master of  Education, Karen taught high school 
English in Chatham County for over 20 years. She advocated 
strongly for her students and received Chatham Central’s 
Teacher of  the Year award in 2018. She loved spending time 
with her family and friends and enjoyed books, music, the 
beach, Disney, and college sports.

Karen is survived by her husband of  29 years, Thomas 
“Newt” Heilman II of  Chapel Hill, N.C.; mother, Rebecca 
Schwartz Sbrollini of  Pittsboro, N.C.; daughters, Becca 
Heilman of  Washington, D.C., and Sara Heilman of  Chapel 
Hill, N.C.; sister, Lauren Sbrollini Macaluso and husband 
Vincent F. Macaluso of  Douglaston, N.Y., and their children, 
Abigail Macaluso of  New York, N.Y., and Vincent P. Macalu-
so of  Douglaston, N.Y.; and her beloved dog, Trevor.

A celebration of  her life will take place at a later date, 
tentatively scheduled for spring 2022. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family wishes that donations be 
made to the cancer research or education charity of  your 
choice.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.
com.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 
serve the Heilman family. 

CORNELIA BAKER HERRING  

Cornelia Baker Herring, 93, of  
Burlington, passed away at her res-
idence on Wednesday, September 8, 
2021, at 8:58 p.m.

A native of  Alamance County, 
she was the wife of  the late Roy Zell 
Herring and the daughter of  James 
Monroe Baker and Margaret Tingen 
Baker, both deceased. She was a 
graduate of  Pleasant Grove High 
School, Class of  1948. Cornelia was 
employed in the hosiery industry 
for 50 years, retiring from Tower 

Hosiery where she worked as a quality controller. She vol-
unteered at Alamance Regional Medical Center for 19 years 
with over 5,300 hours of  service. Cornelia served the Lord 
in many capacities — as a Sunday School teacher, Vacation 
Bible School teacher, and Christmas play director for over 30 
years. She was a member of  Bethel Baptist Church.

Survivors include a daughter, Margaret H. Smith and 
husband Ronnie of  Siler City; son, Mark R. Herring and 
wife Debbie of  Burlington; three brothers, Harvey Baker 
and wife Judy and William Baker and wife Marie, both of  
Burlington and Nathan Baker and wife Goldie of  High Point; 
sister, Carolyn York of  Browns Summit; two grandchildren, 
Brian Smith of  Ramseur and Kevin Smith of  Siler City; and 
three great-grandchildren, Teagan, Kenan, and Dean Smith. 
She was preceded in death by two sisters, Janie Sue May and 
Juanita King and a brother, Jimmy Baker.

A graveside service was conducted at Bethel United Meth-
odist Church Cemetery on Snow Camp Road on Sunday, 
September 12, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. by Rev. David Jackson and 
Rev. Tony Brafford. 

Memorials may be made to AuthoraCare Collective Hos-
pice, 914 Chapel Hill Road, Burlington, N.C.  27215.

Our family would like to publicly thank our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ for every doctor, nurse, caregiver and 
especially the hospice staff that he has put in our path to 
help us navigate mother’s journey. We would also like to 
thank our church family and friends who have faithfully 
lifted us in prayer and been by our side.

Rich & Thompson Funeral Home and Crematory in Gra-
ham is assisting the family. 

Condolences may be offered at www.richandthompson.
com.

HELEN TALLENT NEAL    

Helen Tallent Neal, 77, of  Frank-
lin, went home to be with Jesus on 
Wednesday, September 8, 2021.

Born in Macon County, Helen was 
the daughter of  the late R.L. and 
Lucille Cunningham Tallent. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was preceded 
in death by a brother, Dale Tallent. 
Helen enjoyed working in her garden 
with her flowers and watching the 
hummingbirds. She loved everyone, 
especially her nieces and nephews.

She is survived by her husband 
of  57 years, Doug; one brother, Kalen Tallent of  Franklin; 
four sisters, Loleta Hodnett of  Willow Spring, Shirley Cope, 
Joyce Tallent and Katrina “Tinker” Dehart, all of  Franklin; 
sister-in-law, Tina Tallent of  Franklin; her numerous nieces 
and nephews, who loved her dearly, great nieces, nephews, 
and cousins, also survive.

A graveside service was held at 2 p.m. on Friday, Septem-
ber 10, at Windy Gap Baptist Church Cemetery. Rev. Mark 
Bishop officiated. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials can be made to Windy Gap 
Baptist Church Cemetery.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

ROGER THOMAS GOVIER  
Roger Thomas Govier, 74, of  Siler 

City passed away on Monday, Sep-
tember 6, 2021, at Chatham Hospital 
in Siler City.

Mr. Govier was born in Detroit, 
Michigan, on April 6,1947, the son 
of  Lynn and Marie Yarnell Govier. 
Roger spent his working years as a 
construction roofer. In addition to 
his parents, he is preceded in death 
by his wife, Arlene LaMay Govier.

He is survived by his step-sons, 
Benjamin E. Greer, and Timothy 

Greer and wife Mildred, both of  Siler City; six granddaugh-
ters, two grandsons and one great-grandson.

A memorial service will be held on Sunday, September 
19, 2021, at 2 p.m. at the First Wesleyan Church, 608 N. Third 
Ave., Siler City, with Pastor Don Southern officiating.

Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

ROBERT FRANKLIN WILLIAMS  

Robert Franklin Williams, age 67, of  Moncure, died Sun-
day morning, September 12, 2021, with his family by his side, 
at UNC Hospital.

Robert was born at Lee County Hospital in Sanford, N.C., 
on March 18, 1954, to Ben Robert Williams and the late Fran-
ces Brooks Williams. He was also preceded in death by an 
older sister, Mary Susan Williams, maternal grandparents, 
Charlie Brooks and wife Pearl and paternal grandparents, 
Paul Williams and wife Lydia.

Robert grew up loving the countryside and living close 
to his maternal grandparents, where he spent many days 
roaming the woods and playing outdoors with family and 
friends. Robert graduated from Pittsboro High School in 
1972. He attended Campbell College in Buies Creek, N.C., 
where he flourished and met many lifelong friends. He 
worked for Budget Rental Cars at RDU Airport and was 
transferred to Knoxville, Tennessee, in the late 1980s, 
where he loved living in the mountains. He was particular-
ly smitten with a beautiful place, “Cades Cove,” where his 
family spent time when visiting him. He had a fondness for 
nature and the simple things in life. His favorite holiday was 
Christmas. 

During his childhood, scouting for a tree in the woods to 
bring home and decorate in the family living room was his 
passion. He enjoyed watching sporting events, especially 
Duke basketball. He also enjoyed music and possessed un-
usual background knowledge of  artists, particularly classic 
rock. His dog, Woodrow, was his pride and joy for many 
years and he often rode him around in his Toyota truck. 
Photography was a favorite hobby and he loved taking pic-
tures of  the outdoors or of  his family members, especially at 
get-togethers. During the emergence of  video camcorders, 
he was once quoted as saying, “There is nothing like a still 
photo to capture a single moment in time.”

In addition to his father, he is survived by one brother, 
Richard Williams and wife Joni of  Moncure, and one sister, 
Sandra Burke and husband Bill Slaughter of  Goldston; his 
nieces and nephews are Brooke Strowd and husband Robert 
of  Moncure, Richie Williams of  Pittsboro, Hayden Burke 
and wife Jessie of  Goldston, Carter Burke of  Goldston and 
Banks Burke of  Goldston. 

The family will receive friends Wednesday, September 15, 
2021, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Donaldson Funeral Home, Pittsboro, 
N.C.  

A private family service will be held at a later time. 
Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.

com. 

See OBITUARIES, page A12
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CHURCH NEWS
LOVES CREEK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

The 196th Homecoming 
Celebration, along with 
Memorial Day, will be 
observed at Loves Creek 
Baptist Church on Sun-
day, Sept. 19.  

Services will begin at 10 
a.m. with Fishers of  Men 
leading special worship in 
music. Services will con-
tinue, led by the pastor. 

Those services will be 
followed by a covered 
dish meal on the grounds. 
We would love to have 
everyone bring their 
addition for that meal. All 
will be welcome.

The church is located 
at 1745 East 11th St., Siler 
City. 

STAUNTON MEMORIAL 
CME CHURCH

Come join Staunton 
Memorial CME Church 
Family for revival at 11 
a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 19.

The services will be held 

outside if weather is per-
mitting. Reverend Keith 
Wooten will be the host.

Face coverings are 
requested. Zoom stream-
ing services will be 
available by using the link 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/9720283226 (password 
is 2020) or dialing in at 646-
568-7788 (enter in member 
id#972-028-3226 then #. 

PLEASANT GROVE 
WESLEYAN CHURCH  

Homecoming services 
will be held at Pleasant 
Grove Wesleyan Church 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 19.

There will be a time of  
fellowship following the 
service, including a meal. 
All are welcome.

The church is locat-
ed at 3275 Piney Grove 
Church Rd., Siler City. 

HOLLAND CHAPEL AME 
ZION CHURCH 

Family & Friends 

Day 2021 will be held 
at Holland Chapel 
AME Zion Church on 
Sunday, Sept. 19, with 
guest minister Cynthia 
Jacko-Wise of  Raleigh 
bringing the message. 
Join us for this exciting 
event.   

Free COVID-19 vaccina-
tion and testing is avail-
able at Holland Chapel 
AME Zion Church from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. 
Register at www.myspot.
nc.gov.

ROCKY RIVER FRIENDS 
MEETING  

Family Fun Day at 
Rocky River Friends 
Meeting, from 2-4 p.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 25, 
will include a cruise-in, 
a bounce house, water 
balloons, chalk art, face 
painting and free refresh-
ments. At 4 p.m., there 
will be music on the 
porch with the Vintage 
Trio.

All are welcome.  

HONOR STUDENTS

LEBANON VALLEY COLLEGE
Tyler Romel is one of  Lebanon Valley 
College’s ice hockey student-athletes 
recognized for their academic perfor-
mance during the 2020-21 season. He 
has been named to the U.C.H.C. All-Ac-

ademic Team. 
Romel, a graduate of  Northwood High 
School, is pursuing a master of  busi-
ness administration. Lebanon Valley 
College is located in Annville, Pennsyl-
vania.  

Chatham County expands 
COVID-19 testing options

From Chatham County Public Health 
Department

PITTSBORO — The Chatham County 
Public Health Department has been 
working with multiple testing providers 
to offer new options across the county 
throughout the week.

The department has partnered with Op-
tum Health for two sites, one each in Pitts-
boro and Siler City, and StarMed Health-
care for three sites, one each in Pittsboro, 
Siler City and Goldston. Additionally, local 
urgent cares and pharmacies are also 
offering testing. To see a full list, which 
is updated regularly, visit www.chatham-
countync.gov/coronavirustesting.

The new Optum testing sites are:
Pittsboro: Old Chatham County Ag-

riculture Building (in front of  Justice 
Center), 65 E. Chatham Street, Mon-
day-Friday, 10 AM-6 PM

Siler City: Chatham Hospital Med-
ical Office Building (located behind 
Chatham Hospital), 163 Medical Park 
Drive, Monday-Friday, 5 PM-8 PM

Tests are free. Walk-ins welcome, or 
pre-register at www.lhi.care/covidtesting.

Those who should be tested include:
• People who have symptoms of COVID-19.
• People who have had close contact 

(within 6 feet for a total of  15 minutes or 
more over a 24-hour period) with some-
one with confirmed COVID-19.

• Unvaccinated people who have taken 
part in activities that put them at higher 
risk for COVID-19 because they cannot 
physically distance as needed to avoid expo-
sure, such as travel, attending large social 
or mass gatherings, or being in crowded or 
poorly ventilated indoor settings.

• People who have been asked or 
referred to get tested by their healthcare 
provider or public health department.

Fully vaccinated people should be 
tested 3-5 days following an exposure to 
someone with suspected or confirmed 

COVID-19 and wear a mask in public 
indoor settings for 14 days or until they 
receive a negative test result.

People who are not fully vaccinated should 
quarantine and be tested immediately after 
being identified, and, if negative, tested again 
in 5–7 days after last exposure or immediate-
ly if symptoms develop during quarantine.

People who have tested positive for 
COVID-19 within the past three months 
and recovered do not need to get tested 
following an exposure as long as they do 
not develop new symptoms.

Residents who have questions about 
the COVID-19 vaccine or testing can 
call the CCPHD COVID-19 Vaccine Info-
line at 919-545-8323.

More than half  of  Chatham County is 
now fully vaccinated against COVID-19, 
but the county continues to experience 
high community transmission of  the virus 
due to the infectiousness of  the Delta vari-
ant. The vast majority of  COVID-19 hospi-
talizations and deaths across the state are 
among those who are not fully vaccinated. 
Unvaccinated people are also more likely 
to get COVID-19 and spread it to others.

Over the last week, Chatham County has 
seen 137 new cases of COVID-19 and 8.2% 
of COVID-19 tests have come back positive, 
according to data from the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention (CDC). This 
pushed Chatham over 6,000 total cases since 
the beginning of the pandemic. This shows 
how important it is that all residents contin-
ue to wear a mask in indoor public settings. 
Most importantly, all eligible residents 
should be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. 
A full list of Chatham County vaccine pro-
viders can be found at www.vaccines.gov.

To learn more about the COVID-19 vac-
cine and the CCPHD’s vaccination plans, vis-
it www.chathamcountync.gov/coronavirus-
vaccine. To learn more about the Chatham 
County Public Health Department, visit 
www.chathamcountync.gov/publichealth or 
www.facebook.com/chathamhealth. 

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

Sponsored by

Be Our Guest! 
Discover your local Rotary club! Meet other 

professionals & get involved with community service 
projects. Local involvement has far-reaching & long-

lasting benefits, so join us each Wednesday at NOON.
Beginning September 

22, you will 
temporarily find us at 

Postal Fish Company. 
Follow Rotary Club 

of Pittsboro on 
Facebook for more 

information & other 
upcoming events.

75 W. Salisbury St. (Pittsboro)

Saturday  September 25, 2021 
At Rocky River Friends Meeting  

 

                     

 

         Along with 
                    Bounce House, Water balloons, Chalk art, Face Painting and free refreshments 
 

And then at  

 
 Bring your lawn chair or quilt 

1795 Staley Snow Camp Road 
Siler City, NC 
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SUSAN ROGERS 
DRIGGERS

Susan Rogers Driggers, 69, of  
Sanford, died Wednesday, Sep-
tember 8, 2021, at Transitions 
Hospice in Raleigh.  

Graveside service was held 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, September 12, 
2021, at Poplar Springs United 
Methodist Church Cemetery 
with Rev. Keith Miller officiat-
ing.  

She was born in Lee 
County, daughter of  the 
late Bert Townsend Rogers 
and Phoebe Hardy Rogers. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her brother, 
Tommy Rogers, her sis-
ter, Lillie Mae McLeod, a 
daughter, Libby Burnette 
and grandsons, James Mi-
chael Driggers and Daniel 
Driggers.  

Survivors include her 
daughters, Michelle Driggers 
Jernigan of  Hope Mills, Misty 
Driggers of  Sanford; sister, 
Virginia Davis of  Burlington; 
brothers, Richard Rogers of  

Broadway, Keller Pate of  Oak 
Island; four grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren.   

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

TREVELL DAYQUNE 
STANFORD

Mr. Trevell DayQune, 17, of  
Sanford, N.C., passed away on 
Sunday, August 29, 2021, at his 
residence.

Wake services were held 
from 4 - 5 p.m. Friday, Septem-
ber 10, 2021, at Knotts Funeral 
Home. 

CAROLYN (CHESNEY) 
SNIPES

Ms. Carolyn Chesney Snipes, 
80, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, September 4, 2021, at 
her residence.

The funeral service was held 
at 1 p.m. Friday, September 
10, 2021, at Macedonia AME 
Zion Church in Gulf, with 
burial following in the church 
cemetery. 

CHARLES S. RUDLOFF
Mr. Charles S. Rudloff, 85, 

of  Sanford, passed away on 
Friday, August 27, 2021, at his 
home.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home. 

MARJORIE CURRIN 
DICKENS

Marjorie Currin Dickens, 
94, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Friday, September 10, 2021, at 
Liberty Commons Nursing and 
Rehabilitation. 

Graveside services were held 
on Tuesday, September 14, 
2021, at 11 a.m. at Lee Memory 
Gardens with Chaplain Joel 
Cameron officiating.  

Mrs. Dickens was born in 
Granville County on August 
13, 1927, to the late Elbert 
Currin and Ocie Sherman 
Currin. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded 
in death by her daughter 
Carol Bowling Chacon. 
Marjorie was employed by 

Lee County Board of  Educa-
tion. She also worked many 
years with Central Carolina 
Hospital. She was a member 
of  Jonesboro Heights Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include her son, 
Mike Bowling of  Sanford and 
daughter, Patricia Rosser of  
Broadway; two grandsons and 
six great-grandchildren.

Donations may be sent to 
Bridges-Cameron Funeral 
Home to assist with funeral 
expenses.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

WILLIAM LINDSEY ‘BILL’ 
OLDHAM

William Lindsey “Bill” 
Oldham, 89, of  Broadway, died 
Friday, September 10, 2021, at 
his home.  

Graveside memorial ser-
vice will be held at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, September 18, 2021, 
at the Bethany Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Gulf  with Pastor 

Patrick Daniel officiating. 
He was born in Chatham 

County, son of  the late 
Burnice Butler Oldham and 
Ethel May Oldham. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents, brothers Raymond, 
Exon, Melvin, Earl, Reggie, 
Douglas, Don, and Floyd Old-
ham; sisters, Evon Gilliam, 
Mabel Cole and Peggy Spivey. 
Bill was the owner of  Bill’s 
Body Shop and Auto Sales 
and was a veteran of  the U.S. 
Army.  

Surviving are his wife, Glo-
ria Mills Oldham of  the home; 
daughters, Donna M. Oldham 
Fogleman, and Stephanie Dal-
rymple, both of  Sanford; sons, 
Edwin L. Oldham, S. Warren 
Oldham, W. Alan Oldham, all 
of  Sanford, and Jason Phillips 
of  Camden, S.C.; sister, Joyce 
O. Martin of  Bonlee; 11 grand-
children and five great-grand-
children.

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com. 
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Playground to be built in memory of Siler 
City Elementary’s Janet Bridges 

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Nearly 
nine months after beloved 
Siler City Elementary School 
teacher Janet Brady Bridges’ 
death on Christmas Day, the 
Chatham County Schools 
Board of  Education approved 
a donation from her sister, 
Sandi Brady, to install a 
bench and musical play-
ground equipment at SCE in 
her memory.

“My hope is that her posi-
tive influence can continue as 
long as it can,” Brady told the 
board, “and also sitting there’ll 
be like a grieving process for 
us and the school and commu-
nity.”

The board unanimously 
approved the request, later 
thanking and applauding 
Brady. The donation is expect-
ed to be between $6,000 and 
$7,000; per board policy, dona-
tions over $5,000 require board 
approval. 

Bridges, born in Chatham 
County, was 45 when she 
died and in her 22nd year 
of  teaching at Siler City 
Elementary. Friends and 
co-workers told the News + 
Record that Bridges had died 
from COVID-19 complica-
tions, which death records 
filed with the county’s regis-
ter of  deeds later confirmed. 

She was a lifelong member 
of  Fall Creek Baptist Church 
in Bennett, where she was 

the pianist — known for her 
solos, wedding music and love 
for Jesus. She also attended 
New Salem Baptist Church in 
Pittsboro. She loved to offer 
encouragement and “always 
had a kind word for everyone 
she met,” her obituary said, 
and she loved her family 
deeply.

Among Chatham students 
and staff, Bridges was regarded 
especially for kindness and a 
beautiful smile.

“It was the most beautiful 
smile,” her co-worker Alirio 
Estevez said in December, 
“even with a mask on.”

Siler City Elementary Prin-
cipal Tania Poston emailed her 
school community following 
Bridges’ death to alert them of  

the news and extend counsel-
ing services to them. Bridges 
most recently worked as an 
ESL teacher with 1st and 2nd 
grade students.

“She not only taught our 
children but also — as some-
one extremely gifted musically 
— shared her special talents 
with the adults and students 
in our school,” Poston wrote. 
“Ms. Bridges will be greatly 
missed by our entire school 
community.”

“I dare say,” her sister, 
Brady, told the board Monday, 
“you’ll be hard pressed to find 
a teacher that loved her job and 
her people more.”

Reporter Hannah McClellan 
can be reached at hannah@

chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@HannerMcClellan.

Submitted photo
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She’ll share stories about the late Pat Conroy, the most 
celebrated Southern writer of our generation

Cassandra King 
Conroy met, and then 
married, celebrated 
novelist Pat Conroy after 
each were successful, 
published authors. Their 
marriage and 18-year 
relationship ended when 
Pat Conroy — author 
of  “The Lords of  Disci-
pline,” “The Prince of  
Tides” and “The Great 
Santini,” among many 
others — died of  pancre-
atic cancer in 2016.

In 2018, Cassandra 
published “Tell Me a 
Story,” a memoir about 
their life together. The 
book became a best-seller 
and won the Southern 
Book Prize for nonfic-
tion in 2020. Each of  her 
previous books, all nov-
els, have received wide 
acclaim and numerous 
book of  the year nomina-
tions.

On Oct. 9, she’ll be 
the keynote speaker for 
Chatham Literacy’s “Fall 
for Literacy” luncheon. 
The fundraiser will 
provide funds for the 
nonprofit to help adults 
living or working in 
Chatham County acquire 
the literacy and educa-
tional skills they need 
to function successfully 
in society. The luncheon 
is scheduled for 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Chatham 
County Agriculture & 
Conference Center in 
Pittsboro. To register, or 
for more information, go 
to chathamliteracy.org.

News + Record Pub-
lisher and Editor Bill 
Horner III spoke to Cas-
sandra about her work 
and her upcoming visit 
to Chatham County. The 
interview has been edited 
for clarity and length.

I want to ask you first 
about your journey as a 
writer. You’ve taught cre-
ative writing, you’ve written 
in just about every genre 
that you can imagine. All 
of your novels have earned 
awards and acclaim. And 
you were married to the 
premier Southern novelist 
of our time. Can you talk 
through your journey as a 
writer and share with us 
what the secret sauce is for 
being a great writer?

Well, I wish I had that. 
If  I did, I could bottle it 
and sell it and make a 
big donation to Chatham 
Literacy.

I always wanted to be a 
writer and I loved story-
telling, loved reading. But 
I came along in a genera-
tion where women could 
be teachers or secretaries 
or nurses. And so my 
mother said, “Yeah, you 
know, that’s a nice little 

hobby, writing, but you 
need to get a teaching 
certificate.”

You know, I loved 
teaching … but I have 
written stories, and tried 
to write books, since I 
was able to pick up a pen. 

But I never took myself  
seriously, or considered 
myself  a writer, until 
really and truly later in 
college. I had a professor 
who encouraged me and I 
had some stories pub-
lished in academic jour-
nals. And when my kids 
got older, I went back to 
school to get a master’s in 
English and that’s when 
I really started out. So 
what I’m saying is this: I 
came late, really late to 
the game.

I was 50 when my book 
was my first book was 
published. And so I had 
a little bit different start 
that than a lot of  writers, 
but that kind of  qualifies 
me to say, “You know, 
folks, if  I can do it, you 
can too.” Don’t think that 
it’s too late.

In the beginning of “Tell 
Me a Story,” you talk about 
how you met Pat Conroy. 
I won’t spoil the story, 
because you might tell it 
when you come to Chatham 
County. But I’ve got to ask 
you: you talk in the book 
about “blurbs,” and how 
Pat would write blurbs for 
authors whose books he re-
ally liked, and how probably 
every writer in the south 
probably went to Pat asking 
for a blurb for their book. 
You did not do that, even 
after meeting him. But I’m 
curious: What kind of blurb 
would Pat write for “Tell Me 
a Story,” if he were to have 
read it? What would he say?

What I would hope 
he would say, of  course 
— because Pat had this 
very flowery language 
at times, and could be 
over the top — but what 
I would want him to 
say it that it’s the best 
book since Tolstoy! But 
knowing Pat, he would be 
much more likely to say, 
“Do not believe a word 
about me in this book!” 
And that would be his 
blurb.

Obviously, Pat Conroy 
was larger than life; that’s 
what everybody says about 
him. I’m curious: what did 
you love most about him?

I think I sort of  said it 
about the made-up blurb 
from him, and that’s his 
sense of  humor. That’s 
one thing I loved. And 
I’ve heard so many 
people tell me about Pat’s 
books — you could be 
laughing, with tears roll-

ing down … laughing on 
one page, and then crying 
real tears at the tragic, 
tragic turn of  events on 
another page.

But he was every bit as 
funny in person.

You talk in your book 
about using his novels in 
teaching your writing class-
es, well before you even 
met Pat. What did you love 
most about his writing?

In the classes I had 
taught before I met Pat, 
I would give handouts 
on examples of  different 
writers’ use of  imagery 
and so forth. And of  
course, I could have done 
those strictly on Pat 
Conroy’s books, because 
of  his beautiful, poetic 
language. That’s what 
he’s known for as much 
as anything else. 

But I have to admit, I 
also just personally love 
the storytelling. Pat was 
a great storyteller. And a 
lot of  books I’ve read are 
full of  beautiful imagery, 
and can transport you 
to a place like that. And 
sometimes you just read 
them for that reason. But 
with Pat, you’d have a 
page-turner of  a story as 
well. And that’s what I 
loved about his writing.

In what ways did knowing 
Pat, and being with him for 
all those years, change your 
approach to your craft of 
writing?

I’m not so sure that in 
my craft that I changed 
that much, but he cer-
tainly did one important 
thing for me as a writer. 
And that was Pat, more 
than anyone, taught me 
to respect myself  as a 
writer and to respect my 
time.

I think that that’s a 
something that male 
and female writers run 
into, but probably more 
female writers would say 
this — that you feel guilty 
sometimes if  you’re 
taking a lot of  time away 

from your family to off 
somewhere to write. Pat 
told me right at first: 
“Your family is not going 
to look at you as having 
a job, like when you were 
teaching. You couldn’t do 
such and such for them 
because you had classes.”

You’ve got to look at 
your writing in the same 
way, he said. And that’s 
a very practical kind of  
thing that I don’t know I 
would have gotten from 
anywhere else. And it 
really, really was import-
ant. It gave me a whole 
new perspective about 
writing.

Pat wrote six books in the 
18 years you were together. 
How did you influence Pat’s 
writing? What did you teach 
him about the craft?

Well, I’m not even 
going to pretend that I 
had much of  an influence 
at all on him, though I did 
a lot of  editing because 
he teased at first when 
we got married, saying, 
“Oh goody, I’ve got an 
in-house editor! Now my 
editor in New York is 
going to be so happy.”

Because Pat always had 
so much more materi-
al that ended up in his 
books, which is a shame 
because he wrote so 
beautifully … So I would 
go over and he would say, 
“Now treat it just like you 
were grading an essay.” 

And Pat was very 
honest with himself. He 
would say things like, “I 
know, I repeat myself  a 
lot. You know, so help me 
out with this.”

He did take a page 
out of  my book, so to 
speak, about not being so 
easily distracted. When 
we first got together, he 
just couldn’t believe that 
I could go out grocery 
shopping and come home 
and put the groceries 
down, and then start 
right back to work on my 
book. He felt like he had 
to be totally isolated; he 
didn’t want to have any 
distractions going on. So 
he worked at getting bet-
ter at that, and I think he 
became more productive 
as a result.

This book really gives us 
a sense about who Pat was. 
What do you miss most 
about him? 

You know, I mentioned 

his sense of  humor. And 
I definitely miss that, 
because Pat also had a 
dark sense of  humor, as I 
have. And I talk about it 
in the book, and it can be 
kind of  embarrassing at 
times because it’s a kind 
of  cringe-worthy humor. 
But you know, that can 
pull you out of  a bad 
place at times, and we’ve 
all done that — where 
we’re just all down in 
the dumps together and 
then somebody will say 
something funny, and it’ll 
change the mood. So I 
certainly miss that about 
Pat.

But I also miss the com-
panionship. And no one 
could talk about books 
like Pat, and I loved that. 
He would tell me about a 
book he was reading and 
a lot of  times it wasn’t 
anything I would ever 
think I’d want to read. He 
had a wide, wide range 
of  interest and he read a 
lot of  books that wouldn’t 
necessarily appeal to me. 
But I really miss hearing 
him talk about what he 
was reading.

What do you love about 
writing and about reading, 
and the privilege that we 
have about that?

I don’t think there’s 
anything that I don’t 
like about it. I was I was 
raised on a family farm 
and we had no neighbors 
in sight, and lived way 
down a dirt road in south-
ern Alabama. Reading 
took me to another place, 
to places I could never 
have gone ... But it did 
more than that. It took 
me inside other people, 
people that I never would 
have been exposed to as 
a child on this isolated 
farm. 

And that’s the main 
thing that I love about 
reading. And I love that 
in my writing because 
as a writer, then, I get to 
explore and I get to go 
inside a person — say, 

you know, a character’s 
head — and explore more 
about why they’re what 
motivated why while 
they act as they do. And 
you get empathy from 
reading.

Why is storytelling so 
important?

Anytime you tell a 
child, “Sit here, and I’m 
going to tell you a story,” 
you just watch their faces 
light up. I don’t care who 
they are, they will put 
down their cell phones 
and their iPads. There 
is, I think, a universal 
appeal. That child’s 
reaction is not something 
we lose; it’s still there. We 
love hearing stories. Sto-
ries help us understand 
folks better and help us 
understand how to solve 
problems.

Why should people 
support this event that 
Chatham Literacy is hosting, 
and what do you plan to 
share?

I hope to tell more sto-
ries — that’s sort of  the 
theme of  my discussion. 
We’ll talk about story-
telling and some of  the 
stories I tell in my book 
about my life with Pat.

I would love to have 
people sort of  expand 
the idea of  literacy, 
because I think so many 
times we think, “Oh, you 
teach people who can’t 
read how to read.” And 
that’s wonderful, but 
literacy is so much more 
than that. It’s maybe the 
most important part of  
anyone’s education — it 
helps our understand-
ing of  the world and 
the broadening of  our 
perspectives. So it’s just 
so important and I hope 
people will consider 
supporting literacy in 
the same way they might 
support their church or 
the environment or any 
other different charities, 
because literacy is every 
bit as important.
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Author of ‘Tell Me a Story’ to highlight 
Chatham Literacy’s fall event

CHATHAM CHAT | AUTHOR CASSANDRA KING CONROY

Courtesy of William Morrow

‘Tell Me a Story,’ published in 2019, won the 
Southern Book Prize for nonfiction.

Courtesy of Cassandra King Conroy

The late Pat Conroy and his wife, Cassandra King 
Conroy, outside their home in Beaufort, S.C.
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Moments from week two that make college football great
Week 2 of  the college football season 

was filled with drama. There was an 
Oregon road upset 
over the No. 3 Ohio 
State Buckeyes, a 
disastrous welcome 
to the Southeastern 
Conference party for 
Texas and a Stanford 
beatdown of  USC, 
which led to the firing 
of  Clay Helton, the 
Trojans’ head coach.

I could write an 
entire column about these games, but 
amid this excitement were stories that 

make college football so wacky and 
unique. Here were my favorites:

The Flying Cat
By now, you’ve probably seen the 

video. A gray and white cat somehow 
made its way into the stands and even 
more astonishingly, found itself  hang-
ing off the edge of  the upper deck at 
Hard Rock Stadium in Miami. As fans 
tried to lift it back up to safety, the cat 
fell — dropping what appeared to be at 
least 20 feet onto the lower concourse.

When I first saw the video, I gasped. 
But Craig and Kimberly Cromer, Uni-
versity of  Miami season ticket holders, 

according to The Miami Herald, made 
the best catch of  the Appalachian 
State-Miami football game. They used 
an American flag to brace the cat’s fall; 
the feline survived. Someone else in the 
stands then picked up the cat and raised 
it like Simba from “The Lion King” and 
fans roared. I’ve never seen anything 
like it. It may never be clear what ulti-
mately happened to the cat, but the band 
of people that came together to save its 
life made for an awesome moment. 

How far will one go for love?
There have always been a number of  

exciting sports proposals. Whether it’s 

at halftime on the 50-yard line, in be-
tween innings in the outfield bleachers 
or the occasional proposal-gone-wrong, 
they always capture an audience.

You may remember Boise State’s Ian 
Johnson proposing after its dramatic 
upset over Oklahoma in the BCS Fiesta 
Bowl back in 2007. But never have I seen 
anything like what Florida State offensive 
lineman Brady Scott did on Saturday. Mo-
ments after the former college football pow-
erhouse team lost at home on a Hail Mary 
to FCS Jacksonville State, he got down on 
one knee. Thankfully, she said yes. What an 
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Bears struggle against Warriors as 
conference schedule approaches 

BY JOHN MCCANN
News + Record Correspondent

BEAR CREEK — There are no two 
ways about it: Wheatmore whupped 
Chatham Central real good. The score 
is what it was Friday night, with the 
Warriors winning, 39-6.

But late in the fourth quarter of  that 
contest, the Bears were on the verge of  
carrying a couple of  goose eggs into the 
locker room. 

Then Travis Crissman’s eyes got big.  
“I saw the ball and went and got 

it, and I was just trying to get some 
yards,” the junior Chatham Central 
free safety said after the game.

He was talking about the Wheatmore 
pass he plucked from the chilly fall air 
in which Crissman returned to Wheat-
more’s 18 yard line. 

The clock showed 4:09. The score was 
39-0, Warriors. 

Chatham Central’s offense got an-
other crack at it, putting the ball in the 
hands of  senior running back Mala-
chi Moore, who dashed right, dipped, 
dodged multiple defenders, detoured 
and darted down the left side of  the 
field.

Warriors in pursuit had a good angle 

on him. Moore was running out of  side-
line, but he’d invested in enough real 
estate to slip into the end zone almost 
exactly where the goal line meets the 
pylon. 

“Every time in the huddle I say, 
‘Block. Just pick up a man,’ and they 
said, ‘OK,’” Moore explained. “I just 
had to score the ball. I saw it wasn’t 
open on the right. I just went back to 
the left.”

That kind of  effort is what the Bears 
(0-3-1) must have heading into their first 
conference game of  the season Friday 
in Burlington against Cummings High 
School. 

“We just need to have confidence in 
ourselves,” Moore said. “We need to 
learn how to block, play as a team, don’t 
fuss at each other. If  somebody messes 
up on a play, don’t get mad.”

“Our offense has got to start getting 
some more yards, getting first downs, 
moving the chains,” Crissman added. 

Chatham Central’s lack of  offensive 
production is a problem.

Teams have been able to get the 
Bears’ offense off the field in no time. 
That means players on defense for 

WHEATMORE 39, CHATHAM CENTRAL 6

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Central senior running back Malachi Moore (8) takes the ball early 
in the first half against Wheatmore junior Ethan Roberts (left, in white) and 
senior Cade Hamilton (4) last Friday in Bear Creek. The Bears suffered their 
third loss this season, 39-6.See BEARS, Page B3

Bill focusing on transparency, 
NCHSAA’s finances passes 

through Senate, will go to House

‘DISCRIMINATION AGAINST CHARTER SCHOOLS’

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Bundled in warm clothes, spectators look on as runners approach the finish line at the NCHSAA state cross 
country meet in January. The two-day championship event, typically held in early November, is one of 17-plus state 
championship events put on by the NCHSAA each year.

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

RALEIGH — It appears 
that, for now, the North 
Carolina High School Ath-
letic Association isn’t going 
anywhere.

But that doesn’t mean 
things won’t change.

An amended version of  
House Bill 91, a piece of  leg-
islation originally introduced 
to dissolve the NCHSAA, 
passed through the N.C. Sen-
ate on Sept. 8 by a full vote of  
28-14 that was mostly along 

party lines.
Sen. Kirk deViere (D-Cum-

berland) was the only 
Democrat that deviated from 
his party, while 14 other 
Democrats voted against the 
bill, including Sen. Valerie 
Foushee (D-Chatham, Or-
ange). Eight senators (seven 
Democrats, one Republi-
can) were absent from the 
session.

The bill, which is primar-
ily focused on transparency 
and financial management 
of  the NCHSAA, will bring 
about myriad changes in 

N.C. high school athletics 
if  it’s both passed through 
the House of  Representa-
tives and signed by Gov. Roy 
Cooper.

Under the bill, the NCH-
SAA would be able to 
continue its governance over 
high school athletics as long 
as it signs a memorandum of  
understanding with the State 
Board of  Education.

Per the likely memoran-
dum, it would be required 
for the NCHSAA to adopt 
procedures comparable to 
state open meetings laws and 

public records laws, as well 
as post any potential rule 
changes to its website for 
public comment in an effort 
to make the association’s 
processes more transparent.

The creation of  the bill 
stemmed from a months-long 
investigation by the state leg-
islature into the NCHSAA’s 
finances, which revealed in 
April that the association’s 
total assets, valued at $41 
million, put it ahead of  all 
other state athletic associa-

See BILL, Page B2

I don’t care 
about your 

fantasy 
team

I don’t care about your fantasy 
football team.

Actually, let me 
rephrase that.

I don’t care about 
your fantasy foot-
ball team if  you’re 
berating a player on 
social media for a 
lack of  fantasy pro-
duction or thankful 
for injuries because 
it helps your team 
win its matchup.

Otherwise, I’m 
happy to hear about the players 
you’re excited about on your roster. 
The stories about your big wins or 
razor-thin losses. The concerns you 
have about this player or that player 
moving forward.

However, I should’ve started with 
this: I’m a die-hard fantasy football 
player myself. I’ve been in a league 
with my friends from high school 
since 2013 — yes, I’m the league’s 
commissioner — where we all put in 
$15 at the beginning of  the season and 
the Super Bowl champ takes home 
the pot of  $150 when it’s all said and 
done.

But our group isn’t the only one 
which sits around at an online draft 
each September to pick very real 
players for our very fake teams, then 
proceed to manage said teams as if  
we’re actual NFL general managers.

In fact, a recent ESPN story claims 
that around 40 million people play 
fantasy football in the United States 
annually, while that number jumps 
up to 60 million if  you include those 

See TEAM, Page B4
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This week’s schedule and last week’s results
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

Another week, another 
schedule chock full of  Cha-
tham County sports.

Last week, our top teams 
were Woods Charter volleyball 
(2-0 on the week, 7-1 overall), 
Chatham Central women’s 
tennis (2-0 on the week, 6-1 
overall) and Chatham Charter 
volleyball (2-0 on the week, 6-3 
overall). Which teams will have 
a strong week this time around? 
We’ll find out soon enough. But 
first, check out the scores/re-
caps for any games you missed 
last week and check this week’s 
schedule for any upcoming 
events you’d like to attend.

Here are this week’s sched-
ules and last week’s results.

THIS WEEK

Wednesday, September 15
Tennis: Chatham Charter 

women at North Moore, 4 p.m.
Tennis: Northwood women 

at Eastern Alamance, 4 p.m.
Tennis: Jordan-Matthews wom-

en at Bartlett Yancey, 4:30 p.m.
Tennis: Seaforth women at 

Graham, 4:30 p.m.
Soccer: Chatham Charter 

men vs. Hawbridge, 5 p.m.
Soccer: Jordan-Matthews 

men at Graham, 6 p.m.
Soccer: Northwood men at 

Person, 6 p.m.
Soccer: Seaforth men vs. 

North Moore, 6 p.m.
Volleyball: Seaforth women 

vs. Cummings, 6 p.m.

Thursday, September 16
Golf: Chatham Central, Sea-

forth women at Mid-Carolina 
Conference Meet (Siler City 
Golf  Course), 3 p.m.

Tennis: Chatham Charter 
women vs. Franklin Academy, 
3:30 p.m.

Tennis: Jordan-Matthews 

women vs. Southwestern Ran-
dolph, 4:30 p.m.

Tennis: Seaforth women vs. 
Southern Wake Academy, 4:30 p.m.

Volleyball: Woods Charter 
women at Southern Wake, 5 p.m.

Soccer: Jordan-Matthews men 
vs. Eastern Randolph, 6 p.m.

Volleyball: Chatham Central 
women vs. Jordan-Matthews, 6 p.m.

Volleyball: Chatham Charter 
women at River Mill, 6 p.m.

Volleyball: Northwood wom-
en at Eastern Alamance, 6 p.m.

Friday, September 17
Football: Northwood at Wal-

ter M. Williams, 6:30 p.m.
Football: Jordan-Matthews 

vs. Swansboro, 7:00 p.m.
Football: Chatham Central at 

Cummings, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, September 18
Cross Country: Northwood, 

Woods Charter at Adidas Festi-
val (at Wake Med), 9 a.m.

LAST WEEK

Monday, September 6
No events scheduled; Labor 

Day.

Tuesday, September 7
Tennis: The Chatham Charter 

women lost to the Burlington 
Christian Academy Royals, 5-4. 
Winning their singles matches 
for the Knights were senior Lo-
relei Byrd (8-1), junior Rebecca 
Brookshire (8-1) and senior Emi-
ly Stecher (8-0), while the duo of  
Brookshire & Stecher also won 
its doubles match (8-0).

Tennis: The Northwood 
women swept the Person Rock-
ets, 7-0.

Tennis: The Chatham Cen-
tral women swept the Bartlett 
Yancey Buccaneers, 9-0. Win-
ning their singles matches for 
the Bears were junior Olivia 
Brooks (6-1, 6-0), junior Ellie 
Phillips (6-1, 6-3), sophomore 

Rachel Albright (6-0, 6-0), ju-
nior Jaylee Williams (6-0, 6-1), 
sophomore Samantha Scott 
(6-0, 6-0) and sophomore Lau-
ren Caviness (6-0, 6-3), while 
the duos of  Phillips & Brooks 
(8-0), Williams & Albright (8-1) 
and Caviness & Scott (8-1) won 
their doubles matches. 

Cross Country: Chatham 
Charter and Woods Charter both 
particpated in the second Central 
Tar Heel Conference meet of  
the season, with the Wolves 
taking first place as a team in 
both the men’s (31 points, 1:48:53) 
and women’s (20 points, 2:11:38) 
events. Placing in the top 15 for 
the Wolves in the men’s race 
were Wiley Sikes (second place, 
19:14.00), Collin Thompson (fifth, 
21:26.00), Nick Vallanat (eighth, 
22:20.00), Jesse Sikes (ninth, 
22:22.00) and Ethan Galiger (14th, 
23:31.00), while Ellie Poitras (first 
place, 21:29.00), Maddie Sparrow 
(second, 21:39.00), Chloe Richard 
(26:41.00), Anna Peeler (30:33.00), 
Analise De Leon Villa (31:16.00) 
and Isabel Wood (33:17.00) all fin-
ished in the top 15 of the women’s 
race. The Knights placed second 
in the men’s race (57 points, 
1:56:49), but didn’t qualify as a 
team in the women’s race. Finish-
ing in the top 15 in the men’s race 
for Chatham Charter was Bran-
don McKoy (first place, 18:03.00), 
Caleb Kolb (12th, 23:08.00) and Si-
las Christenbury (13th, 23:18.00), 
while Meredith Reece (sixth 
place, 28:31.00) and Ariana Rivera 
(13th, 32:25.00) placed in the top 15 
of the women’s race. 

Volleyball: The Woods Char-
ter women defeated the Triangle 
Math & Science Tigers, 3-0, to 
improve to 6-1 on the season and 
win their 6th match in a row.

Volleyball: The Chatham Cen-
tral women lost to the Bartlett 
Yancey Buccaneers, 3-1. Leading 
the Bears on the night were 
freshman Karaleigh Dodson (11 
kills, 45.8 kill %) and senior Lind-

sey Johnson (6 kills, 50 kill %).
Volleyball: The Chatham Char-

ter women swept the Southern 
Wake Academy Lions, 3-0.

Volleyball: The Northwood 
women won a close road match 
against the Person Rockets, 3-2.

Soccer: The Northwood men 
continue their six-game losing 
skid with a 2-1 loss to the Wil-
liams Bulldogs. Scoring the lone 
goal for the Chargers was senior 
Geovany Chavez, assisted by 
junior Benjamin Schoolcraft.

Wednesday, September 8
Tennis: The Seaforth women 

defeated the Jordan-Matthews 
Jets, 5-1. Winning their singles 
matches for the Hawks were 
sophomore Evelyn Atkins (6-2, 
6-3), sophomore Ellie Cook (6-0, 
6-2), freshman Bailey Shadoan (6-
0, 6-0), freshman Jenna Robinette 
(6-1, 6-3) and freshman Charlie 
Ann George (6-2, 6-0), while 
junior Jocelyn Sanchez was the 
lone Jet to win her singles match.

Soccer: The Seaforth men 
lost a narrow home game to 
the Graham Red Devils, 3-2, 
to remain winless on the year. 
Scoring for the Hawks were 
Blake Price and Alex Gallegos.

Thursday, September 9
Tennis: The Chatham Cen-

tral women swept the South-
western Randolph Cougars, 
9-0, to improve to 5-1 on the 
season. Winning their singles 
matches for the Bears were 
junior Olivia Brooks (10-8), 
junior Ellie Phillips (10-8), 
sophomore Rachel Albright 
(10-2), junior Jaylee Williams 
(10-4), sophomore Samantha 
Scott (10-4) and sophomore 
Lauren Caviness (10-3), while 
the duos of  Phillips & Brooks 
(8-2), Williams & Albright (8-0) 
and Caviness & Scott (8-5) won 
their doubles matches.

Volleyball: The Chatham 
Central women defeated the 

Seaforth Hawks, 3-0.
Volleyball: The Chatham 

Charter women defeated the 
Triangle Math & Science Acad-
emy Tigers, 3-0. Leading the 
Knights on the evening were ju-
nior Emerson Clark (8 kills, 88.9 
kill %, 6 digs) and sophomore 
Riley Manor (1 kill, 6 digs).

Friday, September 10
Volleyball: The Woods Charter 

women swept the Clover Garden 
Grizzlies, 3-0, to extend their win-
ning streak to seven games.

Soccer: The Woods Charter men 
were shut out by the Research 
Triangle Raptors, 3-0, to keep them 
winless on the year at 0-6.

Football: Chatham Central 
lost a lopsided game to the 
Wheatmore Warriors, 36-9, to 
keep the Bears winless on the 
season at 0-3. Read game report 
in this edition.

Football: Jordan-Matthews 
lost a road game to the Trinity 
Bulldogs, 48-6, to drop them to 
0-4 on the season.

Cross Country: Northwood 
and Seaforth participated in 
the Friday Night Lights Festi-
val in Kernersville against 98 
other schools. Some highlights: 
Seaforth placed 6th in the Boys 
Open 5K (234 points, 1:34.30) with 
freshman Jack Anstrom winning 
the race with a time of 16:38.60, 
nearly 22 seconds faster than the 
second-place finisher. Seaforth 
had three runners, sophomore 
Lily Cox (5th, 15:02.80), freshman 
Zuzanna Mikolajec (7th, 15:12.60) 
and freshman Ava Belle Cox 
(21st, 16:10.40) in the Developmen-
tal Mixed 2 Miles. For North-
wood, senior Caroline Murrell 
(1st place, 17:55.70) won the Girls 
Championship 5K and set a per-
sonal record time in the process.

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.
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tions in the country.
The investigation also 

called into question the 
NCHSAA’s endowment 
fund of  $26.5 million and 
what it was being used 
for.

It comes as no surprise, 
then, that the legislation 
would see the NCHSAA 
reducing annual fees to 
schools by at least 20% 
when the total fund bal-
ance is 250% of  the orga-
nization’s total expenses 
from the previous fiscal 
year, essentially limiting 
the amount of  money it 
could have in the bank at 
one time.

It would also require 
that the NCHSAA retains 
no more than 33% of  the 
net proceeds for state 
championship events and 
prevents it from obtain-
ing corporate sponsor-
ships outside of  state 
tournament games.

“We believe that it 
would diminish our state 
championships for our 
student-athletes because 
of  the ways in which we 
would have to change 
the manner in which 
we conduct our champi-
onships,” Que Tucker, 
the commissioner of  
the NCHSAA, told High 
School OT in an inter-
view on Aug. 27.

Under HB 91, Tucker 
and the NCHSAA appear 
concerned about whether 
or not the association 
could make enough mon-
ey to cover its expenses 
for its state tournament 
and state championship 
events, since most of  
its championships are 
held at larger venues 
— namely colleges and 
universities — to account 
for space and provide 
a better experience for 
student-athletes. It may 
not be able to afford those 
spaces if  HB 91 goes into 
effect.

The bill would also 
have other financial ef-
fects, including prevent-
ing the NCHSAA from 
issuing grants to schools, 
providing scholarships 
to student-athletes and 
fining athletic programs 
for any form of  rules 
violations.

‘You’re really just 
punishing the kids’

Charter — and other 
“non-public” schools — 
have plenty of  reason to 
be concerned with HB 91.

The 
bill states 
that while 
charter and 
“non-pub-
lic” schools 
will be 
allowed 
to remain 

members of  the NCH-
SAA, in order to do so, 
they would have to be 
bumped up to the next 
highest of  the state’s 
four classifications (1-4A, 
which are also set in 
stone under the bill, as 
no other classifications 
are allowed to be added).

This means that 
schools like Chatham 
Charter and Woods Char-
ter, both members of  
the Central Tar Heel 1A 
conference, would have to 
move into the 2A clas-
sification and compete 
against schools much 
larger than them.

“That’s going to give 
us a very, very slim 
chance of  competing with 
those other schools,” 
Clint Fields, athletic 
director at Chatham 
Charter, told the News + 
Record on Monday. “We 
can compete at the 1A 
level, but you throw us 
in there with 2A schools, 
there’s no chance. And 
the only stipulation of  
why we’d be in there is 
because we’re a charter 
school? Now, to me, that’s 
discrimination against 
charter schools.”

Fields said he un-
derstood why athletic 
directors and coaches 
from some non-tradi-
tional schools are getting 
tired of  charter schools 

— especially those who 
recruit athletes from 
around the state — for 
their dominance in the 
1A classification, but all 
charter and non-public 
schools shouldn’t be 
lumped together and 
forced to play in a higher 
classification.

As of  now, Chatham 
Charter’s newly re-
aligned conference — 
which began this year 
— consists of  Woods 
Charter, Clover Garden, 
River Mill, Southern 
Wake Academy and Tri-
angle Math and Science, 
all of  which are charter 
or non-traditional public 
schools.

If  bumped up, it’s 
unclear whether the 
Knights’ and Wolves’ 
conference would stay 
intact or if  the schools 
would be dispersed 
amongst other confer-
ences in yet another 
realignment, causing 
potential travel and 
scheduling issues.

“Those are the types of  
things that I don’t think 
many legislators are 
thinking about because 
of  how they’re lumping 
all of  us into one basket,” 
Fields said.

According to Fields, 
charter schools such as 
Chatham Charter would 
inherently be at a disad-
vantage against other 
schools like Jordan-Mat-
thews or Seaforth simply 
due to the size of  their 
student populations.

Based on the most 

recent 10-day enrollment 
report from Chatham 
County Schools, Jor-
dan-Matthews’ student 
population is nearly 900 
for the 2021-22 school 
year, while Fields said 
Chatham Charter only 
has around 200 high 
school students eligible 
for varsity athletics.

With a student popula-
tion of  nearly one-fifth of  
Jordan-Matthews’, Fields 
said it’s unrealistic to 
think the Knights could 
compete with the Jets or 
any team on its level on a 
consistent basis.

A non-conference 
game/match here and 
there is one thing, 
Fields said, but com-
peting in conferences 
and postseasons with 
schools of  that size 
is a tall task for both 
Chatham Charter and 
Woods Charter, which 
would be considered 
average — lacking any 
state titles — for most 
sports at the 1A level.

“That’s not giving 
those kids a fair opportu-
nity to compete,” Fields 
said. “You just want to 
have an equal playing 
field as much as possible 
and give your kids the op-
portunity to be success-
ful. … But if  you’re just 
going to automatically 
put us with a 2A school 
and make us compete 
with them in everything, 
you’re really just punish-
ing the kids.”

If  HB 91 goes into effect 
and all of  the non-tradi-

tional public schools are 
bumped up a classifica-
tion — most of  which are 
1A schools that would 
move up to 2A — another 
major concern would be 
the over-saturation of  
schools at the 2A level 
versus a lack of  schools 
at the 1A level.

Fields also wonders if  a 
vast majority of  charter 
schools would choose 
to break away from the 
NCHSAA to form its own 
athletic body.

These, among many 
other questions, are 
issues that have yet to be 
addressed by the state 
legislature as part of  its 
conversations on HB 91 
and how it’ll all fall into 
place if  the bill becomes 
law.

After passing through 
the Senate last week, HB 
91 will now make its way 
through the N.C. House 
of  Representatives, 
starting with the House 

Education Committee. If  
it passes, it’ll hit the desk 
of  Gov. Cooper, who said 
in a press conference last 
Thursday that he already 
has concerns about the 
bill.

A three-fifths majority 
vote would be needed to 
overturn Cooper’s veto, if  
he chose to do so.

“It’s just one of  those 
things that’s in the back 
of  my mind,” Fields 
said. “Right now on a 
daily and weekly basis, 
I’m making sure that 
officials show up, that we 
don’t have any COVID 
positives on our teams, 
that I’ve got someone to 
work the gate. … Those 
are my main issues. My 
main worry each week 
is making sure I do my 
job.”

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.   

BILL
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Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.

 

Saturday, September 18 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

28 County Services Road 
(6 miles west of Pittsboro, off Hwy 64) 

Chatham County residents can bring household 
hazardous items such as 

 chemicals  cleaners  solvents  paint  
 pesticides  gasoline  antifreeze  electronics 

For a complete list of items visit www.chathamnc.org/hhw 

Future HHW events 
will be held the third 

Saturday of each 
month, through 

November.  

Household Hazardous  
Waste Events 2021 

No trash or empty containers.  
No business waste. 
No decal required.  

Must show proof of address. 

Questions? Call (919) 542-5516 
(Across river from Gulf ) 

150 Logan Farm Lane
919-776-2277 or 919-776-1898

- Logan Farms - 

NOW AVAILABLE

SWEET 

POTATOES



CN+R Staff Report

PITTSBORO — The North Carolina 
High School Athletic Association has 
named Jason Amy as the state Athlet-
ic Director of  the Year for the 2020-21 
school year when he served as athletic 
director at Northwood High School.

The state awards are designed to rec-
ognize those who have done the most 
for high school athletics in the state 
rather than a single accomplishment or 

having an outstanding record. 
Amy, who’s now the AD at Seaforth 

High School, had been 
a long-time athletic 
director at Northwood. In 
15 years with the school 
— 11 years as the athletic 
director — Amy took on 
many roles, including 
that of  a health/physical 
education teacher, varsity 

wrestling/women’s golf  coach and, of  

course, athletic director.
The Chargers had one of  their best 

years in recent memory in the 2020-21 
school year, sending the men’s basket-
ball team to the state championship 
game and making deep playoff runs in 
football, women’s basketball and sever-
al other sports.

This is the second major award given 
to Amy for his accomplishments at 
Northwood last school year, as he was 
also named the Big 8 Coach of  the Year 

for women’s golf  this past spring.
“We are extremely proud of  Mr. 

Amy’s honor,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Anthony Jackson. “It’s represen-
tative of  the hard work and dedication 
he puts in, and it’s an award he truly 
deserves.”

Tavares Toomer, NCHSAA director 
of  business and finance, presented 
the award to Amy at the Monday’s 
Chatham County Board of  Education 
meeting.

Chatham Central have 
less time to catch their 
breath, being forced to 
take the field as a tired 
bunch to try to stop the 
opposition from scoring 
the ball.

“It’s tough because 
you’re out there a lot of  
the game,” Crissman 
said. “(You) don’t get 
many breaks.”

“We didn’t give the 
defense an opportunity to 
get rest,” Chatham Cen-
tral Head Coach Sher-
man Howze said. “What 
people don’t understand 
is we’re young.”

Wheatmore head coach 
Philip Yarbrough said 
his offensive linemen are 
young, too. It showed in 
the first half  when they 
committed a string of  
penalties that kept the 
Warriors from capitaliz-
ing in the red zone. 

“After we kind of settled 
down, we played really 
well,” Yarbrough said. 

When the Warriors 
scored touchdowns, they 
always went for two-point 
conversions, except once. 
Their regular kicker was in-
jured, and his replacements 
are iffy, Yarbrough said. 

“We just felt like the 
higher-percentage play 
was to try to spread 

‘em out and find a little 
pocket to throw in,” Yar-
brough said.

The Bears couldn’t stop 
it. 

Howze, fresh off of  a 
shutout loss to North 
Stokes on Sept. 3, tried to 
fix his offensive line.

Against Wheatmore, he 
had some of  his veterans 
on the defensive side of  
the ball also put in work 

for the offense, tasking 
them with blocking 
for Moore and senior 
quarterback Colton 
McKeithan. Then again, 
athletes playing both 
ways further facilitates 
fatigue.   

“It’s a growing situa-
tion here,” Howze said. 
“It’s going to come. It’s 
going to come.”

Until then, the Bears 

will have to offset fatigue 
with moxie. 

“Be competitive,” 
Moore implored. 

That’s not some kind 
of  pep talk. Moore is the 
team’s top tailback but 
slid under center and 
played quarterback until 
McKeithan returned 
Friday from concussion 
protocol. And there was 
that sequence against 

Wheatmore when Moore 
not only kicked off to the 
Warriors but went and 
laid hands on the return 
man to stop his progress 
upfield. 

“He’s more than 
one-dimensional,” How-

ze said. “He’s an athletic 
kid, man. You’ve got to 
get the best out of  your 
athletes.”

It’s exactly what Howze 
and his coaching staff 
are up against here at the 
midpoint of  the season.
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NEXT UP: 
Chatham Central (0-3-1) opens conference play in 
Burlington Friday in a 7:30 p.m. game against the 
Cummings Cavaliers (2-1)

BEARS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Central senior linebacker James Baker (2) tackles Wheatmore 
senior Perry Welch (with ball) in Bear Creek during the Bears’ 39-6 loss to 
the Warriors last Friday.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Central sophomore linebacker Joaquin 
Gordan (center, in red) and sophomore Omar 
Brower (51) attempt to trap Wheatmore senior 
quarterback Ben Walker (with ball) in the pocket 
during the Bears’ 39-6 loss to the Warriors 
last Friday night in Bear Creek. With the loss, 
Chatham Central falls to 0-3-1. Wheatmore 
improved to 2-1 on the season.

Northwood’s Jason Amy named 
N.C.’s Athletic Director of the Year

Amy

• Install and Repair Septic Systems
• Pump Existing Septic Tanks
• All Sorts of Backhoe Work
• Specializing in Bush Hogging
• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

CHATHAM ELDINGW SERVICE
LLC

919-545-6625
Bobby Townsend Owner

chathamweldingservice@gmail.com

AT YOUR

No job too small
Steve Felts  Owner/Operator
-French Drains   -Drains   -Water lines
-Find leaks   -Dig Footings
-Grading for concrete slabs
-All kinds of Backhoe and Skidsteer work



awful night that would have been. 
I’m sure he had planned this for 
weeks, but what awful timing. On 
Twitter, some fans of the 28-point 
favorites seemed to not appreciate 

Scott’s decision.
Thankfully, he didn’t take it to 

heart and even posted the link to 
his gift registry for the wedding. 

Brigham Young ends the 
drought

Maybe it’s time I mention 

some actual football that was 
played on Saturday.

Before BYU played its in-
state rival, Utah, on Saturday 
night, it had already been an 
exciting week. On Friday, BYU 
was invited to join the Big 12 
Conference, a major move for an 
up-and-coming program. The 

following day, the Cougars end-
ed their nine-game losing streak 
in the Holy War with a 26-17 win 
at home. The win marked the 
school’s second consecutive win 
over the Pac-12 after the school 
defeated Arizona in its first 
game of the season. While I’m 
not a BYU fan or have any ties 

to the school, it was cool to see 
the excitement from the crowd 
as they stormed the field with an 
early season rivalry victory. 

CN+R Intern Max Baker can 
be reached at max@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Maxbak-
er_15.
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who play any form of  
fantasy sport.

Some leagues have 
money as their final 
prize, others bragging 
rights and physical tro-
phies. And then there are 
the gutsier football fans 
out there who choose to 
have punishments for the 
league’s last-place team 
— such as getting a tattoo 
of  the winner’s choice or 
spending 24 hours in a 
Mississippi Waffle House 
— that are all in good fun 
… at least for the other 
nine fantasy GMs that 
aren’t having to suffer the 
punishment.

Fantasy football can be 
exhilarating, competitive 
and downright fun.

It gives you a reason to 
watch that (likely subpar) 

Jaguars-Texans game 
when you’re a Panthers 
fan because you might 
have Houston’s Mark In-
gram II or Jacksonville’s 
James Robinson on your 
fantasy squad.

It brings football fans 
together and keeps old 
friends in touch — as is 
the case for my group, 
which hasn’t been in the 
same room together since 
high school yet talks 
to each other nonstop 
during the NFL season.

But then there’s the 
darker side to fantasy 
football, perpetuated by 
those that take the game 
too seriously — in part 
because they might have 
big money riding on the 
season — and choose to 
take their anger out on 
the players themselves.

For example, New York 
Giants running back 
Saquon Barkley tweeted 

a couple of  heart emojis 
in response to a video the 
Giants’ Twitter account 
posted of  Barkley’s 
daughter cheering him on 
ahead of  the Giants’ 27-13 
loss to the Denver Bron-
cos on Sunday. In that 
game, Barkley had just 
10 carries for 26 yards, a 
rough performance for 
fantasy owners.

In the reply to that 
tweet, one Twitter user 
responded with, “You 
let me and this little girl 
down.”

In another example, 
users responded to a 
tweet from Cleveland 
Browns wide receiver 
Odell Beckham Jr. — who 
was declared inactive just 
before Sunday’s game 
against the Kansas City 
Chiefs; he’s not been fully 
healthy since tearing his 
ACL last season — calling 
him a “coward” for not 

suiting up.
Every week, these 

replies pile up. On Insta-
gram, on Twitter, wher-
ever they may be, they’re 
unacceptable.

If  you’re upset about 
a player’s performance 
— especially because it 
hurts your fantasy foot-
ball team — then that’s 
O.K. It happens. But 
taking it out on the player 
by sending them threats, 
telling them they’ve dis-
appointed their own fami-
ly members and hurling 
insults isn’t the way to go 
about it.

Months ago, I wrote 
a column condemning 
fans in the NBA for their 
dangerous and despicable 
behavior in the stands 

towards athletes on the 
court.

This is no different. 
It may not be as serious 
as throwing trash at a 
player or berating their 
family members to their 
faces, but it’s still just as 
appalling.

In addition — and 
maybe this is just a pet 
peeve of  mine — don’t 
get excited over player 
injuries just because they 
could help your fantasy 
team win one week.

As I’ve said before, 
athletes are humans, too. 
Let’s treat them like it.

Overall, fantasy sports 
aren’t a bad thing.

There are people out 
there who say they don’t 
want to hear about your 

fantasy football team 
at all because it annoys 
them or they don’t care 
anything about it. 

But I’m not one of  
those people. 

You should be able to 
relish in your wins, sulk 
in your losses and vent 
to your friends, family 
members, pets and local 
postal workers to your 
heart’s content.

But if  you’re plan-
ning to take the route 
of  sending out a tweet 
wishing harm on a player 
or telling them you’re 
disappointed in them all 
because they’re on your 
fake team, just don’t.

I promise they don’t 
care about your fantasy 
football team.

TEAM
Continued from page B1

FOOTBALL
Continued from page B1

Northwood senior 
Caroline Murrell poses 
for a photo with her 
medal after winning 
the Girls Championship 
5K at the Friday Night 
Lights XC Festival in 
Kernersville last Friday. 
Murrell’s time of 
17:55.70 was not only 
a personal record for 
her, but also places 
her at No. 1 in the 
state for the 2021 
season so far. She 
also became just the 
20th girl in history to 
run a sub-18-minute 
time at Kernersville’s 
Ivey M. Redmon 
Sports Complex.

Submitted photo by 
NCRunners

Submitted photo by Eric Hepburn

Seaforth freshman Jack Anstrom (left, red) battles in the Boys Open 5K at 
the Friday Night Lights XC Festival in Kernersville, consisiting of 100 high 
schools around the state, last Friday. Anstrom (16:38.60) won the Boys 
Open 5K by nearly 22 seconds for his second cross country victory of the 
season. Seaforth placed 6th as a team (234 points) in the Boys Open 5K.

Performing under the lights

2021

CALL 919.442.8257
TO WORK WITH 

THE BEST OF 
CHAPEL HILL!

SE TH GOLD
VOTED BEST REALTOR
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Fresh off of hot start, Brooks insists Bears could 
make regionals, run table in conference

The Chatham Central 
women’s tennis team is 

on a roll. 
Having won 
six straight 
matches, 
includ-
ing four 
against the 
Mid-Caro-
lina 1A/2A 

conference, the Bears 
look primed for a run 
at regionals this year. 
Chatham Central’s top 
three players — junior 
No. 1 Livvy Brooks (6-0), 
junior No. 2 Ellie Phillips 
(5-1) and sophomore No. 
3 Rachel Albright (5-1) 
— are a major reason 
for the team’s on-court 
success this season, along 
with the doubles duos of  
Brooks & Phillips (5-1), 
Albright & junior Jaylee 
Williams (5-1) and sopho-
mores Lauren Caviness & 
Samantha Scott (4-2).

With Chatham Cen-
tral’s season in full 
swing, the News + Record 
sat down with 10th-year 
head coach Heather 
Brooks to discuss her 
team’s early season 
success, her take on the 
Bears’ new conference 
and her high expecta-
tions for postseason play. 
Conversation has been 
edited for clarity.

After having graduated 
some of your strongest 
players over the off-season, 
your team is still 6-1 and 
managing to have an im-
pressive start to the season 
so far. How are you feeling 
about the way this season’s 
gone up to this point?

HEATHER BROOKS: 
I’m excited. They’re on 
the pathway to possibly 
being conference cham-

pions. We’re undefeated 
in conference, our only 
loss this season was to 
Chatham Charter and 
we play them again. I 
just feel like we can only 
keep going up and getting 
better at this point in 
the season. We lost two 
seniors last year, so my 
team is very young. I 
only have three upper-
classmen; everybody else 
are underclassmen and, 
of  those, most of  them 
started playing tennis 
last April when girls’ ten-
nis came around. They 
don’t even have a year 
of  experience yet. So to 
watch them play and give 
it their all is amazing.

Who are some of the 
players that you’re kind of 
the most impressed with 
and who have made the 
most improvement?

The most improved, it’s 
hard, that one’s a hard 
one. Lauren Caviness is 
my No. 6 and she’s play-
ing amazing and strives. 
She comes to practice and 
she’s the first one there 
and she’s hitting on the 
back board. She’s really 
diligent about trying to 
become better. And then 
also Rachel Albright; 
she started in April and 
she’s playing No. 3 this 
year and she’s killing it. 
She works. She works on 
Saturdays, she goes and 
plays. And then there’s 
Jaylee Williams, she’s 
No. 4 and she was doing 
golf  and tennis, but she 
puts in the time and she’s 
improving also.

They’re all so coach-
able. Our No. 5, Saman-
tha Scott, she came from 
Chatham Charter, so 
she had some middle 

school tennis, which is 
very unusual. She’s just 
perfecting her game and 
her strokes. And then 
the Nos. 1 and 2, Livvy 
Brooks and Ellie Phillips, 
they love the game and 
they have their goals to 
try to make it to regionals 
this year, that’s a goal 
they started off with 
during their freshman 
year, and they’re now 
playing No. 1 doubles 
and are a superb doubles 
team.

Now that Livvy Brooks 
and Ellie Phillips have taken 
over the Nos. 1 and 2 spots 
after your two seniors 
graduated, what have you 
seen out of them in their 
six matches as the team’s 
leaders? 

They both will dig to 
come out on top. For 
instance, Ellie was down 
at Chatham Charter. 
She lost a set, won a set 
and went to a third-set 
tiebreaker and came out 
and won. She really had 
to dig to win.

Livvy is undefeated, 
but, for instance, at 
Southwest Randolph, we 
played a 10-game pro-set 
and she was down, 8-2, 
but she just found her 
inner drive and came 
back and won, 10-8, so 
she won the next eight 
games. I don’t think 
either one of  them are 
thinking about what the 
girls did last year or how 
good they were, I think 
they’re just focused on 
themselves, which is 
great because sometimes 
it’s hard to step into 
that spot, especially as a 
junior stepping into Nos. 
1 and 2 and having to play 
seniors. They’ve both 

been remarkable.
 With your team being 

6-1 right now with plenty 
of success, what are your 
expectations for the rest of 
the season?

I really expect to 
make it to the dual-team 
playoffs this year. Going 
into the East, the East is 
always a little bit weaker, 
so I feel like we could go a 
few rounds into it. I’d be 
ecstatic if  we made it to 
regionals, but I also like 
to keep it real. So a cou-
ple of  rounds in would 
be good. I really feel like 
Livvy and Ellie will go 
to regionals in doubles. 
Their goal is to make 
regionals and states this 
year. 

My goal was to go 
undefeated in the confer-
ence, so as of  now we’ve 
played everybody and 
we’re undefeated. Our 
biggest competition has 
been Seaforth and we 
play them again in two 
weeks. I would really 
love to get a win against 
Chatham Charter on 
Tuesday. That’s our one 
loss and that’s Livvy and 
Ellie’s one loss in dou-
bles and, they’ll tell you, 
they lost because they 
were just gassed from 
just playing it all out in 
singles. It was the first 
match of  the season, so 
if  they get the win next, 
they’ve improved. (Edi-
tor’s Note: Results of  the 
Chatham Charter-Cha-
tham Central tennis 
match were not available 
by press time, check 
our website for updated 
scores.) 

What’s your take on 
the new conference, the 
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A, and 
where your team stands 
among the competition? On 
top of that, you mentioned 
Seaforth being your tough-
est conference opponent, 
so what have you seen out 
of their team in their first 
season as a program? 

Seaforth came into the 
conference only having 
freshmen and sopho-
mores and next year, I 
have a feeling they will 
be a big powerhouse in 
tennis. The rest of  our 
conference is a little weak 
this year, which is really 
disappointing to me 
because we’re in a 1A/2A 
split and you would hope 
that the 2As would be 
pretty good, but it is what 
it is. I’ve always said that 
2As have been weaker 
than 1As in tennis. So in 
the new conference, it’s 
kind of  sad when you 
have two schools that 
don’t even have a team, so 
that makes it a little dif-
ficult and that’s why I go 
outside of  those matches 
with Chatham Charter 
and Southwest Randolph 
so that the girls can get 
some good competition.

You’ve mentioned Cha-
tham Charter a couple of 
times and, as of now, you 
two are probably the stron-
gest tennis programs in the 
county. What do you enjoy 
about going over there and 

playing?
It’s a good rivalry. The 

girls, they’re friends out-
side of the court. They go 
out on the court and both 
teams play probably the 
best tennis they’ve played 
all year and they have fun 
with it. Kelly (Eldridge) is a 
great coach and you always 
know you’re going to go 
there and have good sports-
manship. The parents for 
both teams cheer for both 
team’s girls. It’s just a great 
environment, especially for 
high school tennis, when 
sometimes you don’t have 
that going to other schools. 
Right. Last year, we split 
with them, we lost once 
and won once, and I’m 
hoping for the same this 
year. They’ve got a really 
strong team.

This season, especially 
compared to last year when 
the schedule was much 
shorter, it seems like your 
team is playing a lot of 
matches closer together, 
including a back-to-back-
to-back this week. This, on 
top of having just ended 
last year’s women’s tennis 
season in June, what effect, 
if any, does that have on 
your play?

By Wednesday night, 
after three matches in 
a row, they will be all 
exhausted. It’s hard. It’s 
hard for them, espe-
cially if  it’s hot, and it’s 
supposed to get hot again 
this week, so we have to 
do what we can and just 
hopefully condition and 
hydrate, be ready. But 
come Wednesday night, 
they will all be exhaust-
ed.

One challenge of  the 
quick turnaround is a 
lot of  the girls don’t feel 
like they ever had any 
downtime. It’s good to 

take a little break, but 
then on the other hand, 
they also didn’t have 
their offseason time to 
work and get better and 
improve. Really they only 
had about five weeks of  
the offseason before the 
first day of  practice, so 
by the time you do try to 
rest a little bit, they didn’t 
have time to go do extra 
tournaments or play on 
the side or all the stuff 
you would normally do 
during the offseason, 
which is normally from 
November to August.

What gets you most 
excited for what’s to come 
the rest of the season?

First of  all, just getting 
to play a full season, 
that makes me so excit-
ed because last year I 
really felt like the girls 
just didn’t have enough 
attention with the boys 
overlapping by three 
weeks. It was hard. They 
didn’t get the matches in 
the beginning and so now 
they have a full season. 
I’m looking forward to 
hopefully sending three 
players to regionals and 
us going to the dual-team 
playoffs.

I think it would be 
amazing for such a young 
team to go dual teams. 
And we should actually 
have a home bid the first 
round because we should 
finish No. 1 for the 1A 
part of  the conference, 
so that would also be 
nice because, in the past, 
we have not been lucky 
enough to have the home 
bid. Two years ago, when 
we were regional run-
ners-up, we didn’t play 
single dual-team match at 
home in the tournament, 
so it’d be nice to actually 
be able to play at home.

THE CLIPBOARD | HEATHER BROOKS, CHATHAM CENTRAL TENNIS 

Heather Brooks
ROLE: Head Coach, Tennis
EXPERIENCE AT CHATHAM CENTRAL: 10th 
season
FROM THE COACH: “(My favorite thing 
about coaching) is just watching the 
girls’ excitement and joy when they win a 
match or when they play their best, that’s 
what really gets it for me. Just watching 
their drive and determination makes me 
happy and that’s what I like to see.”
NOTES:
• When she took over the job as Chatham 
Central’s head tennis coach (men’s and 
women’s), Brooks had almost no tennis 
experience, but said she was “willing to learn.”
• In 2016, one of her doubles teams — Courtney 
Williamson and Linsey Batten — won the 
NCHSAA 1A Women’s Doubles Championship in 
her sixth season as head coach.

Chatham Central Bears
CONFERENCE: Mid-Carolina 1A/2A
RECORD: 5-1 (3-0 in Mid-Carolina 1A/2A)
UPCOMING SCHEDULE:
• Wednesday, Sept.15 vs. Lee County (non-
conference)
• Monday, Sept. 20 vs. Jordan-Matthews 
(conference)
• Thursday, Sept. 23 vs. Southern Alamance 
(non-conference)

Brooks

A test of 
skill

Fischer Pike, a student at 
A.F.E. Taekwondo Fitness 
Academy, earned his 
Kukkiwon certification 
during a belt testing 
ceremony on Aug. 28 at 
the studio. According to 
Antonio Ara, the studio’s 
owner and Taekwondo 
master, ‘The Kukkiwon is 
the recognized governing 
organization for Olympic-
style Taekwondo. 
Ownership of a Kukkiwon 
certificate demonstrates 
international acceptance 
of Taekwondo skills. This 
is the highest Dan level 
certification available in the 
world today.’

Submitted photo

www.silver-thread.com

At Cambridge Hills 
& Twin Rivers 

Your Family Is Our Family

CAMBRIDGE HILLS ASSISTED LIVING
140 Brookstone Lane • Pittsboro
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Catching up with the Pittsboro’s new club director
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Pitts-
boro’s new Boys & 
Girls Club has hired an 
executive director and 
will officially open to area 
youth in October.

Last month, the club 
achieved a critical, 
minimum funding goal 
of  $220,000 and was 
authorized by the county 
schools board of  edu-
cation to operate from 
a dedicated building at 
George Moses Horton 
Middle School. The last 
remaining major step 
was to hire a director. 

“We’re excited to 
announce the club has se-
lected Traci Newby,” said 
Pittsboro Commissioner 
Kyle Shipp, the driving 
force behind the club’s 
formation, in a recent 
board meeting. 

Newby will serve as 
the location’s primary, 
full-time staff member 
with a team of  part-time 
employees to help facili-
tate club programs.

“It was an excellent 
move by the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of  Central Carolina 
to hire Traci Newby for 
the full-time position of  
executive director for the 
Pittsboro club,” Shipp 
told the News + Record. 
“His experience with the 
schools and the Boys & 
Girls Club is instrumen-
tal in helping us get the 
club open as quickly as 
possible. The boys and 
girls in Pittsboro will be 
served very well by his 
kind heart for kids.”

We caught up with 
Newby to learn a bit 
more about his back-
ground and goals for 
the new Pittsboro Boys 
& Girls Club. The club 
will open to members on 
Monday, Oct. 18. Regis-

tration for area youth 
will begin from 3-6 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Sept. 22 
at George Moses Horton 
Middle School “and will 
continue each Wednesday 
leading up to the opening 
date,” Shipp said. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of  
America is a national 
organization founded in 
1860 “to enable all young 
people, especially those 
who need us most, to 
reach their full potential 
as productive, responsi-
ble and caring citizens,” 
according to the orga-
nization’s website. The 
Pittsboro location can 
host about 80 children, 
according to Shipp. 

Let’s start with just a 
bit about you and your 
background. Where are 
you from? Where’d you go 
to school? What were you 
doing before this? Etc.

I am from Siler City 
and I am a 2013 graduate 
of  Jordan-Matthews High 
School and completed my 
undergrad degree at Ar-
izona State University in 
2018 in Family & Human 
Development. Before 
this role I was employed 
at Pittsboro Elementary 
working with 1st as well 
as 2nd grade while also 
working at our Boys & 
Girls Club location in 
Siler City, where I have 
been with since 2018. 

How did you discover a 
career helping children was 
what you wanted to do?

I discovered this career 
was what I was meant 
to do early on, actually. 
During my junior and se-
nior years of  high school 
I interned with Chatham 
County’s CAUSE Camp 
as the assistant to the 
director and that role 
pretty much solidified it 
for me. Seeing how pas-

sionate she was for the 
children and being the 
voice they needed was a 
great perspective. 

Can you share with us 
some of your initial goals 
for the club, and give a 
timeline of what we can 
expect over the next few 
months?

Some of  my initial 
goals for the club are 
to first and foremost 
become that additional 
support for the Town 
of  Pittsboro’s families. 
Along with this, over 
the next few months I 
plan to work with local 
schools as well as other 
community organizations 
to provide various outlets 
and programming to the 
children of  the com-
munity that align with 
our Boys & Girls Clubs 
national programs. 

What would you say 
to any families/parents 
considering whether they 
should join the B&G club?

If  they are seeking a 
safe place for their chil-
dren to learn and grow in 
various aspects of  their 
lives, then the club is the 
ideal location for them. 

Can you give sort of a 
day-in-the-life? What will 
the experience be like for 
children who sign up, and 
what are you and your team 
doing when the kids are still 
in school?

A day in the life 
through the eyes of  
a Boys & Girls Club 
member will be coming 
in and enjoying a snack 
before working on their 
homework and other 
educational activities. 
Afterwards the members 
will join different pro-
gram areas that can be 
art, physical education, 
science, etc., on a rotat-

ing basis. While these 
program areas are being 
facilitated, our Boys & 
Girls Clubs national 
programs will also be of-
fered, which can include 
Passport 2 Manhood, 
SMART Girls, Torch 
Club and Triple Play, 
amongst a host of  others. 
While our members are 
in school, our staff is 
continually furthering 
themselves with training 
opportunities as well as 
planning and preparing 
for the members of  the 
club. 

Any especially exciting 
programs coming to the 
club that kids can look 
forward to?

A few programs that 
our members can look 
forward to are our 
Passport 2 Manhood 

and SMART Girls clubs, 
which both focus on self  
esteem enhancement as 
well as character build-
ing within our male and 
female members, respec-
tively. Other exciting pro-
grams coming to the club 
include the Torch Club 
and our Ultimate Jour-
ney program amongst 
others. 

What diversions from 
normal activity might we 
see at the club because of 
the pandemic’s ongoing 
presence? In the same 
vein, what encouragement 
would you give parents and 
children concerned about 
safety?

The diversions imple-
mented within the club 
follow our state guide-
lines in relation to school 
guidelines as well. Just as 

schools adhere to distanc-
ing and mask guidelines, 
we do as well, along with 
proper hand washing 
protocols implemented 
throughout the club. 
Along with this, our staff 
assures that each area 
is sanitized and clean 
throughout the day with 
emphasis on end-of-day 
cleaning. I would like to 
let families know that we 
at Boys & Girls Club put 
the safety of  our mem-
bers at the top of  our 
priorities in every aspect 
of  what we do. 

How can the community 
at large help out with the 
club’s vision?

We aim to become a 
beacon of support within 
the community and would 
love to feel the continued 
support. To make a dona-
tion to the Pittsboro Boys 
& Girls Club, visit https://
qrco.de/PittsboroBGC or 
send your contribution 
to P.O. Box 551, Pittsboro, 
N.C. 27312. To express 
your interest in having a 
child or children join the 
Pittsboro Boys & Girls 
Club, fill out the survey 
at http://qrco.de/PBGC-
survey.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS

‘I would like to let 
families know that 
we at Boys & Girls 
Club put the safety 
of our members 
at the top of our 
priorities in every 
aspect of what we 
do.’ 

TRACI NEWBY, Pittsboro 
Boys & Girls Club Execu-
tive Director

Courtesy of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Carolina

Traci Newby has been named the executive 
director of the new Boys & Girls Club of Pittsboro.

Gov. Cooper vetoes Republican-passed bill limiting school discussions on race
BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

One week after being 
presented with House 
Bill 324, which included 
new rules for how public 
schools could teach stu-
dents about racism, Gov. 
Roy Cooper vetoed the bill 
— criticizing the priorities 
of  Republican legislators 
who pushed for it.

“The legislature should 
be focused on support-
ing teachers, helping 
students recover lost 
learning, and investing 
in our public schools,” 
Cooper said in an email 
release on Friday regard-
ing the bill. “Instead, this 
bill pushes calculated, 
conspiracy-laden politics 
into public education.”

The bill, “Ensuring 
Dignity & Nondiscri-
mation in Schools,” was 
approved along party 
lines by N.C. Senate 
Republicans Aug. 26 and 
by the House on Sept. 1. It 
was presented to Cooper 
on Sept. 3.

On Friday, Cooper 
vetoed House Bill 324 
along with House Bill 
805, “Prevent Rioting and 
Civil Disorder.” He also 
signed nine bills into law, 
including one that bans 
the shackling of  pregnant 
incarcerated women.

Republicans don’t have 
the votes to overturn the 
veto; though they have 
majorities in both cham-
bers, they don’t have the 
three-fifths supermajor-
ities needed to override 
vetoes without support 
from some Democrats. 
Senate Democratic leader 
Dan Blue tweeted on Fri-
day afternoon that Senate 
Democrats would uphold 
the vetoes.

House Bill 324 was first 
filed under a pre-existing 
bill on charter schools 
in March amid claims by 
Republican legislators 
that some teachers are 
trying to indoctrinate 
students using critical 
race theory.

Though the bill doesn’t 
specifically mention 
critical race theory, it 
joins legislation across 
the country proposed by 
Republicans to limit dis-
cussion of  CRT — an aca-
demic framework widely 
criticized and incorrectly 
or vaguely defined by 
some vocal conservatives, 
according to critical race 
theory scholars. The con-
cept, more than 40 years 
old, is wide-spanning, but 
essentially views racism 
as systemic and therefore 
woven into legal systems 
and policies — including 
America’s.

The bill would have 
prohibited schools from 
“promoting” 13 concepts, 
including:

• An individual, solely 
by virtue of  his or her 
race or sex, bears re-
sponsibility for actions 
committed in the past 
by other members of  the 
same race or sex. 

• Any individual, solely 
by virtue of  his or her 
race or sex, should feel 
discomfort, guilt, an-
guish, or any other form 
of  psychological distress.

• The belief  that the 
United States “is a meri-
tocracy is an inherently 
racist or sexist belief, or 
that the United States 
was created by members 
of  a particular race or 
sex for the purpose of  
oppressing members of  
another race or sex.”

While Republican 
supporters said the bill 
was needed to combat 
the indoctrination of  
students, Democratic 
leaders said the bill was 
vague and would lead to a 
chilling effect for teach-
ers. Many educators said 
the implications of  the 
bill were not clear, calling 
into question who would 
be the judge of  whether 
teaching promotes the 
prohibited concepts and 
whether the bill would 
cause teachers to censor 
themselves from teaching 
certain historical facts 
or events out of  fear or 

uncertainty.
Some educators wor-

ried what the bill would 
mean for equity efforts in 
schools.

“One of the concerns 
with HB 324 was whether 
it could affect equity-re-
lated conversations to 
help address achievement 
gaps,” said Chatham 
County Schools Public 
Information Officer Nancy 
Wykle in an email to the 
News + Record. “Chatham 
County Schools is continu-
ing to focus on equity.”

The bill also required 
schools to make infor-
mation for instruction 
redarding the prohibited 
concepts available to the 
public at least 30 days 
before teaching any 
concepts prohibited in 
the bill, along with “con-
tracting with or hiring 
speakers or diversity con-
sultants for the purpose 
of  discussing the prohib-

ited concepts or who have 
previously advocated for 
the concepts.”

In a statement on 
Friday, Republican Sen-
ate Leader Phil Berger 
(R-Dist. 30) said Democrat-
ic opposition to the bill 
showed “how far off the 
rails the mainstream Dem-
ocratic Party has gone.” 
Berger was a primary 
supporter of the bill.

“It’s perplexing that 
Gov. Cooper would veto a 
bill that affirms the public 
school system’s role to 
teach students the full truth 
about our state’s sometimes 
ugly past,” he said.

Across Twitter, many 
educators and activists 
expressed gratitude for 
Cooper’s veto. Chatham 
County School’s Amanda 
Moran previously told 
the News + Record that 
the bill could potentially 
pose challenges in dis-
cussing “hard history.” 

“We are grateful for 
Gov. Cooper’s veto of  
HB324, a desperate effort 
to stop speech and end 
study critical to educa-
tional equity for students 
at the time we need 
it most,” said Katelin 
Kaiser, Voting Rights 
Counsel with Southern 
Coalition for Social Jus-
tice, in an SCSJ Friday 
release. “By vetoing 
HB324, the Governor 
has shown that he not 
only supports the lived 
experiences of  the Black, 
Latinx, and Indigenous 
people, women and girls 
and LGBTQ+ individuals 
targeted by this bill, but 
also stopped lawmakers’ 
attempts to whitewash 
the history of  others.”

Around the time 
the bill was originally 
proposed, some Repub-
lican leaders took issue 
with the state’s new 
social study standards, 

with some Republican 
state board of  education 
members saying the 
“anti-American” stan-
dards would teach public 
school students that the 
nation is racist. Those 
standards have finally 
been adopted, Moran 
said, and the district is 
working to train teachers 
and communicate with 
parents about what the 
new standards will mean 
for schools.

“Chatham County 
Schools is not changing 
our movement in address-
ing achievement gaps or 
equity in schools,” Moran 
said in an email Monday. 
“We will continue to give 
all kids the support they 
need.” 

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.
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Bloody ‘Malignant’ is a horror 
throwback that you won’t see coming
The problem with the 

movie plot twist as a nar-
rative 
device 
is that 
it has 
become 
too 
ubiq-
uitous. 
They 
have be-
come so 
expect-

ed among certain genres, 
particularly mysteries 
and horror flicks, that 
viewers spend much of  
their time trying to spot 
the twist coming around 
the corner. We’re a long 
way removed from the 
cerebral shocks in films 
like “Psycho” and “The 
Sixth Sense,” even if  the 
latter’s director has tried 
to build a career on twist 
endings.

It is no spoiler to say 
that the horror film 
“Malignant” takes a stab 
at the plot twist, because 
being armed with that 
advance notice alone 
isn’t enough to enable 
audiences to guess what’s 
happening. Indeed, so 

deliriously deranged is 
director James Wan’s big 
reveal that you’ll delight 
in the fact that you’re 
shocked even when 
you know the shock is 
coming.

That said, the descrip-
tion of  a film being “a 
plot twist in search of  a 
story” applies in spades 
to “Malignant.” After 
an attention-grabbing 
cold open set in 1993, the 
story flashes forward to 
Madison Lake, a preg-
nant woman living in 
Seattle with her abusive 
husband. Soon after he 
cracks the back of  her 
skull against a wall, an 
apparition snaps his neck 
in two. This unlocks a 
mystery over the identity 
of  the shadowy killer, 
who hijacks Madison’s 
psyche as he continues 
to kill.

Akela Cooper’s screen-
play slowly unspools the 
links between Madison, 
the killer — who goes by 
the name Gabriel — and 
his victims. Most para-
normal horror films be-
gin with tangible frights 
that end up finding their 

origins in the supernat-
ural. Wan and Cooper’s 
nifty trick here is revers-
ing that sequence, as 
“Malignant” starts out 
like an ethereal J-horror 
film before revealing 
itself  to be outlandishly 
literal.

North Carolina native 
Maddie Hasson — who 
carries a passing re-
semblance of  Florence 
Pugh — does fine work as 
Madison’s sister Syd-
ney. Meanwhile, George 
Young and Michole 
Briana White provide a 

breezy comic air as two 
police detectives trying to 
catch the real killer.

After moonlighting for 
the “Fast and Furious” 
and DC Comics movie 
franchises, Wan is back 
in his element as the 
erstwhile director of  the 
“Saw,” “Conjuring,” and 
“Insidious” films. The 
result is some B-movie 
schlock dressed up in 
blockbuster garb. Be-
tween the opening scene 
and the eye-opening 

reveal, “Malignant” is a 
garden variety revenge 
slasher with standard-is-
sue chills and thrills. The 
presentation is almost 
parody-worthy at times, 
and only Wan’s panache 
keeps you interested 
enough to stick around 
for the denouement. 
Although the storyline 
requires a healthy 
suspension of  disbelief, 
certain plot points — like 
the origin of  Gabriel’s 
electrokinesis — are 

given the short shrift and 
seem to exist for the sake 
of  narrative necessity.

That said, in a mod-
ern-day filmscape in 
which seemingly every 
horror film hammers 
home some wider 
social commentary, 
“Malignant” is a bit of  
a no-nonsense, bloody 
1980s throwback with an 
updated FX sheen. And if  
you say you saw the end-
ing coming a mile away, 
you’re lying.

MALIGNANT
GRADE: B
DIRECTOR: James 
Wan
STARRING: 
Annabelle Wallis, 
Maddie Hasson, 
George Young 
and Michole 
Briana White
MPAA RATING: R
RUNNING TIME: 1 hr. 
51 min.

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

Courtesy of Warner Bros.

Annabelle Wallis stars in ‘Malignant.’

NEWS BRIEFS

Superintendent launches 
series of public forums

Chatham County Superintendent 
Dr. Anthony Jackson is launching a 
“Relationships Matter: Superintendent’s 
Listening and Learning” tour, a series of  
in-person and online meetings that will 
give residents the opportunity to express 
their opinions of  the district’s strengths, 

challenges and future, as well as hear 
from Dr. Jackson about the core values 
and beliefs he brings to the district.

“I’m looking forward to talking with 
our community members about where 
we are finding success and where we 
need to focus more to meet our chal-
lenges,” Jackson said in Chatham 
County Schools press release. “This 
will help us shape our future and en-

sure we continue to thrive and grow.”
The meetings are scheduled as follows:
• 6 to 7:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 27, via 

Zoom in Spanish
• 6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 28, at 

Northwood High School
• 12 to 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 30, 

via Zoom
• 6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 7, at 

Jordan-Matthews High School

Masks will be required by all attend-
ees at in-person events; child care and 
light refreshments will be provided. No 
preregistration is required.

Visit https://www.chatham.k12.
nc.us/relationshipsmatter for more 
information and to access the online 
events. 

— CN+R staff reports

We are here to 
help you fi nd the 
right product or the 
creative solution 
you need.

-Blake Hogg, 
General Manager

Cutting 
Boards by 
Pittsboro’s 
Peacock 
Woodworks

Local Product Spotlight

Hardware General
©2019 True Value® Company LLC

386 East St., Pittsboro, NC 
919-642-3688  

Come See Us

Store Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 8AM-6PM

Sun.-8AM-4PM

Creating one of a kind custom pieces 
from reclaimed wood. Specializing in 
unique home furnishings and wood 
projects leaning towards a modern 
farmhouse or industrial aesthetic. 

True Value Hardware General

386 East St.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Store Hours.
Mon. - Sat. 8AM-6PM

Sun. - 8AM-4PM

$143.99
Uptown Patio Table
Uptown Collection 42"
121280

$221.99
Power Washer,
1900 psi, electric power washer,
186363

$58.99
Hose Reel
Suncast, slide trak hosemobile
240555

$2.99
Hose Guide
Hose Guide Spike,
744436

$6.49
Regular Bleach
POWERFUL CLEANER:
265370

$68.99
Igloo Cooler
10 Gallon, Industrial Water
638114

$16.99
Tree Watering Bag
20 gallon, hippo tree
173134

©2019 True Value® Company LLC

TRUEVALUE.COM

FREE SHIPPINGENJOY
TO OUR STOREWhen you Shop

Hardware General

$10.99
Gardening Gloves,
Large, women's, digz signature
232578

**WEEKLY MANAGER SPECIALS**

EGO Zero Turn Mower Wilmington Grills

FireXdisc SkilSaw

25% off Evergreen yard decor!!!25% off Evergreeen yard decor!!!

Sanford Dermatology
Lillington   Pittsboro   Sanford

919-775-7926
sanforddermatology.com

SANFORD

DERMATOLOGY
John D. Cheesborough, MD

Dawn E. Kleinman, MD

*For more information regarding insurance plans please check our website.

Proudly serving Chatham County for 30 years!

Medical & Cosmetic 
Dermatology

Accepting New Patients Self Pay & Insured*
Conveniently located in

Platinum Commons,
959 East St. Suite B in Pittsboro
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SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

On September 1, Rashed Leantriney 
Farrar, 32, of  2063 Stockyard Road, 
Staley, was arrested by Deputy Jason 
Kane for possession of  firearm by felon 
and injury to personal property. He 
was issued a $5,000 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
September 13.

On August 31, Sebastian Franco Soto, 
36, of  903 Staley Snow Camp Road, Siler 
City, was arrested by Deputy Matthew 
Mitchell for failure to appear regarding 
charges of  speeding and driving while 
license revoked. He was issued a $500 
secured bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in Randolph County District Court 
in Asheboro on September 10.
Soto was also arrested by Deputy 
Mitchell for a second failure to appear 
for driving while license revoked. He 
was issued a $500 secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Surry County 
District Court in Dobson on September 
29.

On September 1, Herbert Ferrell Jor-
dan, 54, of  1069 Hal Clark Road, Siler 
City, was arrested by Deputy Percy 
Grady for misdemeanor probation 
violation. He was issued a $500 secured 
bond and is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on September 8.

On September 1, Charles Raymond 
Hart Jr., 53, of  8238 Pittsboro Goldston 

Road, Goldston, was arrested by Depu-
ty Jonas Lassiter for domestic violence 
protective order violation. He was held 
on a 48-hour domestic violence hold 
and is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
September 15.

On September 3, Shontay Lavar 
Cotton, 37, of  42 John Snipes Road, 
Siler City, was arrested by Deputy 
Jason Kane for violation of  pretrial 
release. He was held without bond and 
is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County Superior Court in Pittsboro on 
September 20.

On September 5, Roy Dean Maness Jr., 
58, of  1066 Falls Creek Church Road, 
Bear Creek, was arrested by Deputy 
Johnny Griffin for assault on a female 
and interfering with emergency com-
munications. He was held on a 48-hour 
domestic violence hold and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on September 15.

On September 5, Deidra Marie Adkins, 
30, homeless, was arrested by Depu-
ty Rami Amer for identity theft. She 
was issued a $500 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
September 13.

On September 6, Ricky Moore, of  47 
Chester Street, Pittsboro, was arrest-
ed by Deputy Reggie Griffin for ani-
mal cruelty. He was issued a written 
promise to appear in Chatham County 
District Court in Pittsboro on Septem-

ber 15.

On September 6, Gerald Lee Greene 
Jr., 49, of  8108 Siler City Glendon Road, 
Bear Creek, was arrested by Deputy Ol-
ivia Sturdivant for failure to appear. He 
was issued a written promise to appear 
in Randolph County District Court in 
Asheboro on September 24.

On September 6, Mark Anthony Mize, 
19, of  277 R.E. Wright Road, Snow 
Camp, was arrested by Deputy Olivia 
Sturdivant for failure to appear. He 
was issued a $1,000 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
September 21.

On September 6, Anton Malik Moffitt, 
26, of  118 College Street, Siler City, 
was arrested by Deputy David Nixon 
for failure to appear. He was issued a 
written promise to appear in Randolph 
County District Court in Asheboro on 
September 17.

On September 7, As-Shakoor La’beeb 
Hatcher, 23, of  604 Dublin Road, Ashe-
boro, was arrested by Deputy Joseph 
Scott for trafficking opium or heroin, 
trafficking methamphetamine, pos-
session with intent to manufacture/
sell/deliver a schedule I controlled 
substance, possession with intent to 
sell/deliver a schedule II controlled 
substance, possession with intent to 
manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule 
VI controlled substance, manufactur-
ing/selling/delivering a controlled 
substance within 1000 feet of  a school 

and maintaining a vehicle/dwelling/
place for a controlled substance. He 
was issued a $50,000 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in Randolph 
County District Court in Asheboro on 
September 27.

On September 8, William Howard 
Payne Jr., 65, 2227 East 29th Street, 
Lorain, Ohio, was arrested by Deputy 
Mackenzie Abbott for stalking and 
domestic violence protective order 
violation. He was held on a 48-hour do-
mestic violence hold and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on September 13.

On September 8, Natalie Renee Ussery, 
21, 1157 Tom Stevens Road, Siler City, 
was arrested by Deputy Olivia Sturdi-
vant for multiple failures to appear. She 
was issued: a $10,000 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in Montgomery 
County District Court in Troy on Sep-
tember 21; a written promise to appear 
in Randolph County District in Ashe-
boro on October 1; a $300 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
September 14; and a $200 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro on 
September 14.

On September 8, Steven Wesley Coscia, 
50, of  2700 Slater Road, Morrisville, 
was arrested by Deputy Percy Grady 
for failure to appear. He was issued a 
$20,000 secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on September 14.

POLICE REPORTS

Board approves UDO amendments, 5th Street repairs
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The 
board of  commissioners 
hosted a public hearing 
last Tuesday to amend 
sections of  the town’s 
unified development 
ordinance and autho-
rized town staff to begin 
repairs on Fifth Street. 

The board diverged 
from its usual Monday 
evening schedule in ob-
servance of  Labor Day.

UDO amendments
The town’s unified 

development ordinance 
outlines most local regu-
lations concerning land 
development and use, 
building construction, 
zoning, subdivision devel-
opment, stormwater ex-
pansion and maintenance 
and natural resource 
conservation.

It was originally adopt-
ed in 1993, but amended 
in 2000, 2014, and again at 
the start of  this year. 

Last Tuesday, town 
staff requested the board 
further amend the UDO 
to permit extra parking 
spaces for multi-family, 
downtown residences.

“Currently it’s one 
parking space for each 

bedroom,” Town Planning 
Director Jack Meadows 
told the board. “And for the 
most part we’ve been work-
ing with units downtown 
that are only one-bedroom 
units, so the ordinance has 
been relatively welcome by 
developers.”

But plans for new hous-
ing are under way, consis-
tent with the commission-
ers’ big-picture objective 
to restore and enhance 
downtown’s aesthetic and 
attract new residents.

“We got a new de-
veloper that wants to 
provide multiple-bed-
room units,” Meadows 
said. “The units we’re 
talking specifically are 
right beside the Farmers 
Alliance.”

The Chatham Ave. proj-
ect will probably include 
about six units, he added.

To accommodate 
such new residences, 
town staff recommend-
ed Siler City adopt an 
amendment permitting 
1.25 parking spaces for 
units with two or more 
bedrooms, rounded 
up to the next whole 
number “for the devel-
opment”. For example, 
a multi-family complex 
with four two-bedroom 
apartments would have 

five dedicated parking 
spaces (1.25 x 4). Visitors 
would have to park in 
other downtown, public 
parking spaces.

The ratio of  parking 
spots to bedrooms is 
consistent with simi-
lar ordinances across 
North Carolina towns, 
Meadows said, including 
Fuquay-Varina, Benson 
and Winston-Salem. 

The board of  commis-
sioners voted unanimous-
ly to adopt and approve 
the UDO amendment.

5th Street repairs
In June, Siler City con-

tracted McGill Associates, 
an engineering consul-
tancy based in Raleigh, to 
evaluate a replacement 
project on the West Fifth 
Street culverts between 
Camelia Ave. and the rail-
road tracks. The tunnels 
convey water beneath the 
road away from Loves 
Creek Tributary 1. 

Town Manager Roy 
Lynch reported last 
Tuesday a “failure of  the 
roadway” from roadbed 
material eroding around 
the culverts. He recom-
mended the board imme-
diately approve a contrac-
tor to begin repairs.

The bids Siler City re-

ceived, he said, “were all 
based upon an expedited 
construction as we had 
asked to be completed in 
45 days from the signing 
of  the contract.”  

To fund the project, the 
board voted to approve a 
budget amendment and 
award a contract to SKC 
Inc., the lowest bidder, to 
complete road repairs for 

$149,960.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

SILER CITY COMMISSIONERS

Could Pittsboro be heading toward a mask mandate?
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Pittsboro 
could soon have a town-
wide mask mandate should 
Mayor Jim Nass — or, in 
his absence, Mayor Pro Tem 
Pamela Baldwin — exert au-
thority empowered by North 
Carolina’s ongoing state of  
emergency.

In Monday’s regular meet-
ing of  Pittsboro’s board of  
commissioners, Baldwin advo-
cated for instituting an indoor 
mask mandate in response to 
accelerating proliferation of  
COVID-19’s aggressive delta 
variant.

“We are definitely con-
cerned about the spreading 
of  this Delta virus variant,” 
she said. “... And I do actually 
support a mask mandate for 
(indoors). What we’re trying to 
do is not to trample on any-
one’s rights, but ensure that 
there is safety for our children 
as well as the general public. 
Through the protection of  the 
mask, we could possibly curb 
this continuous, contagious 

virus.”
The assertion introduced a 

new question for the board: 
can the mayor institute a mask 
mandate under his or her own 
authority?

According to Paul Messick, 
Pittsboro’s town attorney, the 
answer is yes.

“There already is an or-
dinance that authorizes the 
mayor to do it as part of  the 
state of  emergency,” Messick 
told commissioners. “He needs 
to set forth in a proclamation 
what the terms of  the mandate 
are, so there needs to be some 
degree of  specificity in that. 
But the mayor has the authori-
ty to do it now and presumably 
the mayor pro tem may have 
that authority as well in his 
absence.”

Nass was not present in 
Monday’s meeting following a 
medical issue the day before, 
Town Manager Chris Kenne-
dy said. Town staff and the 
board of  commissioners did 
not disclose how long Nass 
may be indisposed. Baldwin 
will preside over board activi-
ty in the interim, but said her 

interest in a mask mandate 
reflects what Nass told her 
previously.

“Mayor Nass also was in fa-
vor of  a mask mandate and he 
wanted me to let you all know 
that,” she said.

Though neither Nass nor 
Baldwin would need board 
support to require masks, 
Baldwin asked for commission-
er feedback.

Opinions were split.
“I’m not in favor of  this,” 

Commissioner Jay Farrell 
said. “I think the citizens of  
Pittsboro can make their own 
decisions. If  they want to wear 
a mask, that’s fine. If  they 
don’t, if  they’re vaccinated or 
not vaccinated, I feel like that’s 
putting too much pressure 
or too much mandate on our 
citizens. That’s pretty much all 
I have to say about that, but I’m 
not in favor of  it.”

Commissioner Kyle Shipp 
objected to a mandate citing 
difficulties in effective enforce-
ment.

“People will still do as 
they wish in regard to this 
in particular,” he said, “and 

I don’t think we’re going to 
change that behavior with a 
mandate.” 

Commissioner Michael Fioc-
co likewise “stop(ped) short of  
supporting a mandate.”

“But I would like to encour-
age everyone to do the right 
thing for yourself  and for 
your fellow Pittsborian,” he 
said.

Besides Baldwin, Commis-
sioner John Bonitz offered the 
only other fervent support of  a 
mask mandate.

“I also favor the idea of  a 
rule for requiring masks in-
doors at retail establishments 
in Pittsboro,” he said. “... It is 
clear that the Delta variant is 
more contagious or virulent 
and the evidence for that is 
pretty clear.”

Many of  Chatham’s sur-
rounding communities have 
already enacted similar man-
dates. Orange and Durham 
counties were the first to re-
quire masks early last month, 
with Wake County soon 
following suit. Several cities 
and municipalities have added 
their own mask mandates, in-

cluding Chapel Hill, Durham, 
Raleigh, Cary, Garner and 
Zebulon. 

The Chatham County Public 
Health Dept. is also urging 
residents to mask again and 
get vaccinated.

“The data can be over-
whelming, but what is im-
portant to understand is that 
there are nearly as many cas-
es of  COVID-19 today as there 
have been at any point in the 
pandemic,” CCPHD Director 
Mike Zelek said in a press 
release last month. “Hospitals 
are filling up, mainly with 
those who are not vaccinated. 
Cases are not contained to 
any setting or neighborhood, 
but 90% are among the unvac-
cinated. The answer to this 
problem is clear: Vax up and 
mask up.” 

As of  Tuesday, 55% of  Cha-
tham County’s population is at 
least partially vaccinated and 
51% are fully vaccinated.  

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

PITTSBORO COMMISSIONERS

call (919) 663-3232 or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

Worth knowing.

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY $52
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Your kids will flip over ‘Shang-Chi’ 
while it trips over a China divide

BY BUCK RYAN  
& LEI JIAO

Special to the News + 
Record

Editor’s note: Journal-
ism professor Buck Ryan 
and English lecturer Lei 
Jiao — based in Wuhan, 
China — are back with 
their third film review for 
the CN+R as they seek the 
holy grail of  cross-cul-
tural understanding in 
these chaotic times. To 
catch up on their past 
lessons in Chinese history 
and culture, you can read 
their reviews of  “Mulan” 
and “Raya and the Last 
Dragon,” the links for 
which are at the bottom of  
this story.

“Hey, Lei, what’s up 
with all these rings?”

“Well, Buck, you know 
the leprechaun’s lament: 
‘They’re always after 
me lucky charms!’ The 
film ‘Shang-Chi and the 
Legend of  the Ten Rings’ 
is something like that 
wuxia-style.”

“Wuxia?”
“Yes, wu (pronounced 

woo) means ‘martial’ and 
xia (pronounced shah) 
means ‘hero.’”

“So, Lei, wuxia is a 
style of  storytelling?”

“Yes, Buck, film pro-
ducer Peter Shiao says it 
best: It’s a fantasy genre 
of  romanticism and 
poeticism from the East, 
the realm of  the outsider, 
the wandering hero and 
champion of  the common 
man who is compelled by 
circumstances to stand 
against injustice.”

“Awesome. While we’re 
talking Chinese, what’s 
up with the hyphen in 
Shang-Chi?”

“Yeah, Buck, that’s a 
tip we’re dealing with a 
hero who is a second-gen-
eration bilingual ABC.”

“ABC?”
“American Born Chi-

nese.”
“Oh.”

“The hero’s last name 
is Xu, so his real Chi-
nese name would be Xu 
Shangqi. ‘Qi’ is pro-
nounced ‘chee.’”

“Right, Lei, I remember 
‘qi’—that powerful life 
force—when we were 
reviewing ‘Mulan.’ Your 
mom called in a qi master 
to help the force be with 
her.”

“Yeah, Buck, but 
Shang-Chi has qi on 
steroids.”

“So is Shang-Chi a hero 
you grew up admiring as 
a kid in China like I did 
Superman?”

“No, Buck, he’s an 
American comic book 
hero like Superman.”

“Oh, so nothing like 
Mulan, whose legend has 
been traced to a real girl. 
Maybe more like Raya 
and her dragon?”

“Right.”
“So have you taken 

your daughter, Ruby, to 
see the film in a Wuhan 
movie theater yet?”

“No, unlike ‘Mulan’ and 
‘Raya,’ which we could see 
at the movies here for five 
bucks or less, ‘Shang-Chi’ 
hasn’t been approved for 
viewing by the authorities 
yet.”

“But those other films 
were available online 

with Disney+ for $30.”
“Not this time. ‘Shang-

Chi’ is the first Marvel 
Studios movie to debut 
exclusively in theaters 
since 2019.”

“And what a debut! 
The film is a smash, cer-
tified as fresh on Rotten 
Tomatoes with a rating 
of  92 percent — not No. 
1 like ‘Black Panther,’ 
but higher than ‘Captain 
America.’”

“I’m hearing different 
things about the box 
office — how did it do 
there?” 

“Socko! ‘Shang-Chi’ 
set an all-time Labor Day 
weekend box office record 
in the U.S., bringing in $94.4 
million over four days, al-
most two-thirds of the $150 
million or so it cost Marvel 
Studios to make.”

“Labor Day for you was 
September 6. In China 
it’s May 1, 2022, so Ruby 
and I may get to see it in a 
theater by then.”

“What?”
“Just kidding. So far 

it looks like ‘Shang-Chi’ 
might be a casualty of our 
poor U.S.-China relations.”

“Why do you say that?”
“On Hong Kong’s 

online ticket platform, 
the film’s rating is pretty 
low, about only 3.6 out of  
10, and official Chinese 
media declared it a bust 
at the box office.”

“Why would the film be 
so controversial?”

“Well, Buck, let’s start 
with Shang-Chi’s father. 
The Marvel Cinematic 
Universe framed the film 
as ‘a story of  a young 
man with a dark past 
who is forced to reckon 
with his family’s secret 
history.’”

“And that family secret 
is?”

“Well, in the comic 
books, the father was an 
evil bastard who repre-
sented the ‘Yellow Peril,’ 
you know, the psycho-cul-
tural menace represent-
ing an existential threat 
to the Western world.”

“Oh gee.”
“Yep, that was Fu Man-

chu, or ‘the Mandarin.’ 
The film, however, chang-
es up the character of  
Shang-Chi’s father, gives 
him the surname Xu (pro-
nounced ‘shoe’), makes 
him a more complex, hu-
mane and convincing dad, 
then nervously makes in-
side jokes about the comic 
books’ racist past.”

“Racist, eh?”
“The original comic 

books depicted Fu Man-
chu with a ridiculous 
moustache and a Qing 
Dynasty hat. Buck, we’re 
living in a world where 
Dr. Seuss got canceled 
for drawing a yellow 
man with a ponytail as a 
‘Chinaman who eats with 
sticks.’ Remember?”

“Touché, Lei.”
“And, Buck, it doesn’t 

help that Shang-Chi’s 
father was striving for 
world domination.”

“Oh double-gee. Some-
thing’s telling me you 
may never see the film in 
theaters in China.”

“That would be a big 
blow to Disney. In 2019, 
with its release of  ‘Aveng-
ers: Endgame,’ Disney 
earned 22% of  its ticket 
sales from China.”

“I’ve read that China 
is cracking down on its 
entertainment industry 
lately.”

“True dat. The govern-

ment’s crackdown fol-
lows quite a few celebrity 
scandals in the past year. 
I think it is an attempt to 
create a more positive in-
fluence of  idols and role 
models for the younger 
generation and to enforce 
socialist values.”

“So you think the 
government regulators 
are tracking so much 
criticism on social media 
from angry netizens 
about ‘Shang-Chi’ that 
it’s giving them pause?”

“I think Disney is in a 
dance with the author-
ities, hoping for Swan 
Lake, not swan dive.”

“Lei, I keep hearing 
Shang-Chi described as 
the ‘first Asian American 
superhero’ even though 
the actor playing him, 
the amazing Simu Liu, is 
Canadian and the actor 
playing his father, Tony 
Leung, is from Hong 
Kong.”

“Welcome to America, 
Buck. That’s how Disney 
does its branding — and 
money-making. Remem-
ber, it’s all fiction.”

“So, Lei, does the film’s 
imagery ring true as 
Chinese, or is ‘Shang-
Chi’ a mashup of  Asian 
cultures like ‘Raya and 
the Last Dragon’?”

“It’s definitely a mash-
up with Chinese charac-
teristics.”

“What makes you say 
that, Lei?”

“Kung fu, sure, very 
Chinese, Taiji boxing, 
dragons, yup; sacred 
beasts, lanterns, ninjas 
from Japan or maybe 
they are actually wearing 
masks from the Beijing 
opera, bamboo forests, 
car racing, fight club, ka-
raoke, jokes. It’s a typical 
Hollywood understand-
ing of  pan-Asian culture. 
I’d say this ‘Master 
of  Kung Fu’ story is a 
Chinese dumpling with 
Thanksgiving turkey 
filling.”

“Everybody seems to 
be offended by something 
these days. Anything 
bother you?”

“Personally I don’t see 
anything offensive to the 
Chinese culture. And I 
quite enjoy the bus fight 
and the bamboo rack 
fight with Jackie Chan’s 
footprint all over it — just 
like you would see in his 
movies.”

“What about the mean-
ing of  life — any deep 
insights in the film?”

“Chinese believe that 
your true self  is flawed, 
like a plant that needs 
constant trimming and 
pruning. The best life is 

a transformative path of  
lifelong self-cultivation 
and self-discipline.”

“That doesn’t sound 
like Shang-Chi.”

“Actually I think his 
persona is the opposite 
of  traditional Chinese 
values and philosophy. 
The Western concept of  
‘self’ portrayed by Shang-
Chi is to break away from 
the past, to be free from 
tradition, and to stay true 
to oneself.”

“Do you think the film, 
if  it’s ever released, will 
be a hit in China?”

“Not like in the U.S. 
The movie’s focus group 
is Asian Americans. It 
can work as an olive 
branch to Asian Ameri-
can communities amidst 
all the anti-Asian senti-
ment and harassment, 
even violence.”

“But so many Marvel 
blockbusters have been 
smash hits in China in 
the past.”

“That’s true, Buck. 
I guess people, wheth-
er they be Chinese or 
American, are never 
tired of  the highly com-
mercialized vengeance 
stories. With Shang-Chi, 
you have a car-parking 
underdog rising to the 
top joining his span-
dex-wearing, ham-
mer-carrying friends to 
save the world.”

“Any hope the film 
might be celebrated by 
the Chinese authorities, 
and you and Ruby will 
get to see it in a Wuhan 
movie theater soon?”

“Oh boy, Buck, it will 
take all 10 rings for that 
to happen.”

About the authors: Buck 
Ryan, a University of  
Kentucky journalism 
professor, and Lei Jiao, 
an English lecturer at 
Wuhan University of  
Technology, Hubei Prov-
ince, China, collaborate 
on articles to advance 
cross-cultural under-
standing. Ryan, who is 
doing a “participatory 
case study” of  the News 
+ Record, has been a 
visiting scholar at three 
universities in China, 
including Jiao’s WUT. To 
read prior reviews, go to:

• https://www.cha-
thamnewsrecord.com/
stories/love-conquers-
slings-and-arrows-aimed-
at-new-version,6690

• https://www.cha-
thamnewsrecord.com/
stories/raya-meets-camus-
so-you-think-its-just-a-
kids-movie-eh,8702

FILM REVIEW | SHANG-CHI AND THE LEGEND OF THE TEN RINGS

Courtesy of Marvel Entertainment

Simu Liu stars in ‘Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings.’ The film 
opened to smash reviews and box office receipts, but it’s in a fight to make 
it to movie theaters in China.

NEWS BRIEFS

Chatham County Cooperative Extension 
offers free delivery service for state fair 

contest participants

PITTSBORO — The Chatham County Cooperative 
Extension will offer a free delivery service to Cha-
tham County residents who want to enter their goods 
and products in N.C. State Fair contests this Octo-
ber. The Pony Express is a convenient service that 
provides early and quick contest entry for Chatham 
community members.

Participants may drop off their non-perishable 
items to the N.C. Cooperative Extension Chatham 
County Center at 1192 U.S. 64 West Business, Suite 
400, Pittsboro, between 8 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 
4 or 5. Live or perishable exhibits such as flowers, 
livestock and cakes will not be accepted.

Participants are asked to follow these instructions 
for their submissions:

• Wrap and pack items securely for transport
• Label boxes with participant name and phone 

number
• Tape a copy of  online receipt from N.C. State Fair 

registration, showing that the items being sent have 
been entered online. Please be aware of  registration 
deadlines as many are in the month of  September.

Entries will be picked up at the N.C. Cooperative 
Extension, Chatham County Center, by Kaley Law-
ing, CRD/ 4-H extension agent, and transported to the 
N.C. State Fair for judging and display. 

For more information, interested residents may 
contact Lawing at kblawing@ncat.edu or read 
more at: https://chatham.ces.ncsu.edu/2021/08/
chatham-county-pony-express-free-fair-entry-deliv-
ery-for-chatham-county-residents.

— CN+R staff reports
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Reives announces essay contest for 
Chatham high schoolers

The office of  Rep. Robert 
Reives II (D-Dist. 54) is hosting 

an essay contest 
to encourage 
civic engagement 
in young people 
across Chatham 
County. This 
contest will be 
open to high 
school students 

in Chatham who are interested 
in state and local government.

“This essay contest is a 
great opportunity for high 

schoolers in Chatham Coun-
ty to share what they know 
about state and local gov-
ernment, and maybe learn 
something new as well,” 
Reives said. “We all know how 
important it is to learn about 
civics and how government 
operates from a young age. It 
takes everyone to make our 
communities work. That’s 
why we want to provide this 
essay contest, as a chance for 
young folks to gain a sense 
of  ownership around local 

politics. This generation of  
students will be the leaders 
of  tomorrow. I look forward 
to reading their essays and 
learning more about what is 
important to them.”

To enter the essay contest:
The essay is open to all high 

school students in Chatham 
County; the submission dead-
line is Oct. 22.

The essay is limited to 750 
words. Applicants may choose 
one of  these prompts:

• “If  you were serving in the 
North Carolina State House, 
what issues would you work 
on and what would you try to 
accomplish?”

• “What are some important 
issues that state government 
tackles that some people may 
not be aware of ?”

• “Why do you think a better 
understanding of  how state 
government works is import-
ant for your generation?”

The winner will be recog-
nized by Rep. Reives and invit-

ed to the General Assembly for 
a visit.

Submit the finished essay 
in either a Word Document or 
PDF with the file named with 
your name, e.g. RobertReives.
doc. When submitting, please 
include your name, school, 
grade and an email address for 
contact at the bottom of  the 
essay.

Applicants may only submit 
one essay.

Submission link: https://bit.
ly/RepReivesEssay

Reives

Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

Describe what you would like to be if 
you could be anything in the world.

Mission: Possible

Children are born curious. From their earliest days, sensory 
exploration brings delight and wonder. New discoveries expand 

their minds.  When they unlock the joy of reading, their world 
widens further. Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery for elementary school 
children by providing interactive, engaging and relevant 

age-appropriate materials designed to awaken the magic of 
reading at school, at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy non-profit, visit 
kidscoopnews.org

What do you want to 
be when you grow up? 
Have you ever thought 
about being a plumber?

Can you find your way 
through the pipes?What do you want to 

be when you grow up? 
Have you ever thought 
about being a plumber?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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APPRENTICE
SHORTAGE
PLUMBER
WRENCH
TRADES
MASTER
FAUCET
PIPES
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BOLT
NUT
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How many of these things can you 
find in your home? Go on a plumbing 

search with a parent!

Standards Link: Homophones are 
words that sound alike but have 
different meanings and spelling.

The word trade 
has more that one 
meaning. It can be 
a kind of a job or it 

can be the act of 
exchanging or buying 

and selling goods.

Look through the 
newspaper for words 
that are spelled the 
same, but can have 
different meanings.

Make a list of the 
words and write down 
one or more meanings 

for each word.

Trade or 
Trade?

        ave you ever turned 
         on a water faucet? 
         Taken a bath in a tub 
in your house? Flushed a 
toilet? If so, it’s thanks to 
the skill of a plumber!

Plumbers are the people 
who install and repair the 
pipes that are needed to 
bring water in and out of 
your home, school and 
other buildings.

You have probably seen 
pipes under a sink, behind 
a toilet or even at a school 
drinking fountain. These 
pipes carry water to and 
from sinks, tubs, toilets, 
washing machines, water 
heaters, dishwashers, 
drinking fountains and 
more within a building.

I can fix this 
broken pipe! 

Want to help me? 
Use a ruler to 

measure the pipes 
to find the right 

size to replace this 
cracked one. 

A
B

E

C

D

F

Being a Plumber is 
a Great Job:

A worker who has learned a 
trade and passed an exam to 
prove their knowledge.

Someone who works for 
somebody else to learn that 
person’s skill or trade.

A job that 
involves a 
particular skill.

A. B. C.

1. JOURNEYMAN ____           2. TRADE ____           3. APPRENTICE ____

Plumbers earn a special certificate in order to practice their 
trade. A plumber learns the trade and earns a 
certificate by becoming an apprentice 
to a master plumber.

The master plumber teaches the apprentice 
plumber skills needed for the job. After learning 
as an apprentice, plumbers must pass a special 
exam to become a journeyman plumber. 
A journeyman can work freely as a plumber.

Read the above and match each word to its definition.

Wrenches help plumbers do their work. A wrench 
can fit around a nut, bolt, or pipe fitting making it 
easier to tighten and loosen them. Wrenches come 
in different sizes to fit different nuts and bolts.

TOOL BOX TRIVIA: WRENCHES

Draw a line from each nut to the 
wrench it fits best.

Standards Link: Reading/Writing: Draw evidence from informational text.

Choose an article in this newspaper.

Cut out the headline and glue it in the box below. Or write 
the headline in the box.

WHO gave the reporter some information? List the names 
of the people and organizations in the article that provided 
the reporter with information.

What questions did the reporter ask to get this 
information? Write down at least three questions you think 
the reporter asked to get the information in the article.

© 2021 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 37, No. 41



Hispanic Liaison’s health fair vaccinates 
200 more people against COVID-19

BY VICTORIA 
JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The 
Hispanic Liaison, in 
partnership with Greens-
boro-based medical 
provider Better Care, 
vaccinated more than 
200 people during its 
COVID-19 Health Fair 
on Saturday, blowing the 
nonprofit’s original expec-
tations out of  the water.

“It was crazy. It was 
way above our expecta-
tions,” Ilana Dubester, 
the Liaison’s founder 
and executive director, 
told the News + Record. 
She added with a laugh, 
“When we changed from 
Fiesta to this, it was like, 
‘Well, you know, let’s 
hope 50 people show up.’”

From 2 to 6 p.m. in the 
Chatham Rabbit Cafe 
courtyard, Better Care 
providers administered 
259 vaccinations and rapid 
antigen tests, most of them 
first doses. The health 
fair replaced the Hispanic 
Heritage Fiesta, which the 
Liaison canceled in early 
August due to the rising 
threat of the Delta variant.

Beyond free rapid 
antigen testing and vac-
cinations, the health fair 
hosted a variety of  ven-
dors, several information 
booths staffed by various 
health organizations and 
Mexican-American artist 
Antonio Alanís, whose 
artwork is now on display 
inside the N.C. Arts 
Incubator until Oct. 15 in 
recognition of  Hispanic 
Heritage Month.

“We had, I think, six 
to seven outreach booths 
from organizations, and 
they were awesome,” 
Dubester said. “They 
came really well prepared. 
They had goodies to give 
away to the community. 
We had food boxes from 
CORA and La Semilla. The 
group from La Semilla 
also came with school sup-
plies. We had a whole table 
of goodies to give away to 
kids, like soap, sunscreen 
and books.” 

The event also offered 
vaccination incentives to 
the unvaccinated and vac-
cinated alike. Once doses 
were administered, newly 
vaccinated participants 
received a $100 visa gift 
card from the N.C. Dept. 
of  Health and Human 
Services, plus a box of  
food from CORA. Those 
already fully or partially 
vaccinated could receive 
a box of  food as well if  
they brought others to get 
vaccinated. 

According to Dubester, 
those incentives, plus 
extensive community 
outreach, likely factored 
into the health fair’s 
unexpectedly large crowd 
and number of  vaccina-
tions. The demand for 
vaccines far outstripped 
the event’s supply.

“We realized early in 
the event that (Better 
Care) had brought extra 
shots, like they always do 
bring extra shots, but even 
the extra shots were not 
enough,” Dubester said. 
“So Dr. (Phillip) Hobb, who 
owns Better Care, drove 
back to Greensboro to pick 
up more vaccines, so that 
we could serve everybody 
because there were so 
many walk-ins.”

In total, she estimated 
that between 350 and 400 
people, including entire 
families, came to the 
health fair — a figure 
she said amounted to a 
“mini-Fiesta.”

“The majority were 
Latinos, but there were 
definitely other commu-
nity members who came 
to get vaccinated, which 
we’re very pleased with, 
because it was for every-
body and we certainly 
wanted them to feel 
welcome,” Dubester said. 
“Cesar (Merlos), our DJ, 
also kept us going with 
announcements and good 
music. It was good.”

The Liaison and its 
partners will hold a 
second-dose vaccination 
clinic from 2 to 6 p.m. on 
Oct. 9 in the Chatham 
Rabbit Cafe courtyard. To 
avoid long lines, staff will 

schedule those registered 
to attend for certain 
times slots throughout 
the afternoon.

“We’re not planning on 
having an event like we 
did this time,” Dubester 
said. “It’s just straight-
up shots, no information 

booths … We’ll communi-
cate with everybody who 
came via text message to 
let them know about the 
October 9 (event).”

Reporter Victoria John-
son can be reached at 
victoria@chathamnr.com.
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14th annual PepperFest set for Sunday
Abundance NC’s Pep-

perFest is set for 3-6 p.m. 
Sunday at The Plant, at 
220 Lorax Lane in Pitts-
boro. For a quick preview, 
we checked in with Ally 
DeJong, Abundance NC’s 
executive director. For 
more information, go to 
https://pepperfestnc.org.

Remind us what Pepper-
fest is all about...

PepperFest is a celebra-
tion of the vibrancy and 
yield of the abundant and 
nutrient-dense Carolin-
ian-grown pepper. We 
support small and regen-
erative agriculture and 
highlight our foodshed and 
all who make eating local 
possible.

We buy our peppers at 
market value from farm-
ers, then deliver them to 
top chefs and beverage 
artisans who then create 
mouth-watering dishes 
showcasing their own 
unique talents. We have 
attendees from all over 
N.C. who complete the 
full circle nature of  this 
event by tasting, judging 
and enjoying the day of  
multi-layered connection. 

We’re excited to be back 
in person and throwing 
down at The Plant. 

The event will be differ-
ent this year after 2020’s 
COVID-limited gathering, 
right?

We are going to make 
this event as safe as pos-
sible while introducing 
the samples and tastings 
back into the Festival. 
Last year we missed the 
community weaving 
that happens when we 
get connected and join 
together — business own-
ers, farmers and Fest-go-

ers alike!
We will have volunteers 

committed to monitoring 
crowds and congestion, 
keeping the flow moving, 
and gently reminding peo-
ple to wear masks between 
sampling and staying dis-
tant. We have to learn how 
to gather and protect one 
another in the process. 

What are the highlights 
to look forward to?  

We will have live music 
with Colin Cutler and 
Diali Cissokho & Kaira 
Ba, an acrobatic Imagine 
Circus performance, an 

artistic educational and 
cultural walk-through, a 
21+ lounge, a kids’ zone 
with a cooking class and 

pepper arts and crafts by 
Circle City Supper Club, 
vendors, a small farmers’ 
market and fun for the 

entire family. 
Those who come will 

get to partake in all the 
small businesses at The 
Plant, including the 
Chatham Beverage Dis-
trict’s distillery, cidery, 
meadery and local beers, 
Copeland Spring Farms 
and Kitchen, Chatham 
Axes, Carolina Hemp 
Tours, Hempsmith, Oak 
City Hemp, Tick War-
riors, Vortex Brew, Smelt 
Art Gallery and BMC 
Brewing.

What else do folks who 
are interested in attending 
need to know? 

Several things. Kids 
under 12 get in free; it’ll 
be held rain or shine. No 
pets, farm animals or out-
side alcohol is allowed. 
And it’s an increasingly 
waste-free event — please 
do not bring materials to 
PepperFest that cannot 
be composted or recycled. 
If  you do, please pack it 
out with you.

A limited number of  
general admission tickets 
are still left; the cost is $55.

To get tickets, go to 
https://pepperfestnc.org.

CHATHAM CHAT | ALLY DEJONG, PEPPERFEST

FYI about the pepper
Bell peppers are loaded with 
various vitamins and minerals; in 
fact they are a superfood and if 
you really wanted to, you could 
avoid scurvy by eating peppers 
and not importing far away 
oranges and grapefruits!
•  Vitamin C. One medium-sized 
red bell pepper provides 169% of 

the Reference Daily Intake (RDI) 
for vitamin C, making it one of 
the richest dietary sources of 
this essential nutrient.
• Vitamin B6. Pyridoxine is the 
most common type of vitamin 
B6, which is a family of nutrients 
important for the formation of 
red blood cells.
• Vitamin K1. A form of vitamin 

K, also known as phylloquinone, 
K1 is important for blood clotting 
and bone health.
• Potassium. This essential mineral 
may improve heart health.
• Folate. Also known as 
vitamin B9, folate has a variety 
of functions in your body. 
Adequate folate intake is very 
important during pregnancy.

• Vitamin E. A powerful 
antioxidant, vitamin E is essential 
for healthy nerves and muscles. 
The best dietary sources of this 
fat-soluble vitamin are oils, nuts, 
seeds, and vegetables.
• Vitamin A. Red bell peppers 
are high in pro-vitamin A (beta 
carotene), which your body 
converts into vitamin A.

Courtesy of Abundance NC

Ally DeJong, the executive director of Abundance 
NC.

This year’s PepperFest will be held Saturday in 
Pittsboro.

HHS expands 
advisory group 

to include 
Chatham’s Platt
The U.S. Department 

of  Health and Human 
Services (HHS) has 
announced the appoint-
ment of  new members to 
fill vacant positions on 
the Tick-Borne Disease 
Working Group, includ-
ing Dr. Jennifer Platt of  
Chatham County.

Platt, the co-founder 
and executive director 
of  Tick Borne Con-
ditions United, and 
CEO and founder of  
TickWarriors, was one 
of  seven new Public/
Special Government 
Employee members 
sworn in by Assistant 
Secretary for Health Dr. 
Rachel Levine during 
the August 26 meeting. 

The 21st Century 
Cures Act, enacted in 
December 2016, autho-
rizes the HHS Secretary 
to establish a Tick-Borne 
Disease Working Group 
to serve as a federal 
advisory committee. The 
Working Group is tasked 
with reviewing federal 
efforts related to tick-
borne diseases, examin-
ing research priorities, 
and identifying and 
addressing unmet needs.

The Working Group 
is required to submit a 
report to the HHS Sec-
retary and Congress on 
their findings and any 
recommendations for 
the federal response to 
tick-borne disease every 
two years. The first and 
second reports can be 
found on the Working 
Group’s website. The 
2022 Report to Congress 
and HHS will be the 
third and final report. 

“I contracted ehrlichi-
osis in 2011,” Platt said. 
“It was debilitating. 
That experience and the 
experience of  thousands 
who have shared their 
stories with me is why I 
strive every day to reach 
healthcare providers, 
patients, and the public 
through education, 
research, and advocacy 
at Tick-Borne Condi-
tions United (www.
TBCUnited.org). During 
the Tick-borne Disease 

Working Group’s first 
couple of  years, I was 
often the lone voice for 
the devastating disease 
and disability caused by 
the lonestar tick across 
the southern U.S. That 
is changing. Our voices 
are being heard. It is an 
honor to serve alongside 
the other experts and 
advocates on the Work-
ing Group.”

Platt has nearly three 
decades of  public health 
leadership practice in 
policy and program de-
velopment, implementa-
tion, and evaluation; her 
domestic and interna-
tional experience spans 
local, state, and federal 
levels of  government, 
and both the private and 
nonprofit sectors. She 
specializes in using sys-
tems thinking approach-
es to solve complex 
problems. Platt grew up 
in the Arkansas Ozarks 
and has lived in North 
Carolina’s Piedmont re-
gion for nearly 30 years. 
Both of  these areas have 
a high prevalence of  
the lesser-known tick-
borne conditions such 
as Alpha-gal Syndrome, 
rickettsial diseases, and 
ehrlichiosis.

While working on 
her doctorate in public 
health from UNC-Chap-
el Hill in 2011, Platt 
contracted ehrlichiosis. 
She was later confirmed 
to also have Lyme dis-
ease and babesia. After 
finishing her doctorate 
in 2012, Platt’s personal 
experience with tick-
borne illness led her to 
create TickWarriors in 
2016, which provides 
eco-friendly tick protec-
tion for people, pets and 
property. The pervasive 
need for education, 
research, and advocacy 
led Platt to co-found the 
nonprofit Tick-borne 
Conditions United in 
2018. TBCU strives to 
bridge the gap between 
patients and emerging 
science and the desper-
ately needed education 
for healthcare providers 
and the public.

Platt is also a board 
member of  the Chatham 
Economic Development 
Corporation. 

— CN+R staff reports

NEWS BRIEFS ‘A MINI FIESTA’

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Noemi Mora (right) and Selina Lopez of the 
Hispanic Liaison register people for COVID-19 
testing or vaccination at the Liaison’s COVID-19 
Health Fair in downtown Siler City last Saturday.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Fatima Camacho (right), a community health 
worker with the Durham-based organization 
La Semilla, speaks to Mexican-American artist 
Antonio Alanís during the Hispanic Liaison’s 
COVID-19 Health Fair last Saturday in downtown 
Siler City.
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REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 

919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Mon, Tues & 
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. Call 919-
533-6319 for more information, 
TDD # 1-800-735-2962, Equal 
housing opportunity, Handi-
capped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
HAY FOR SALE - Round and 
Square Bales, 919-545-4752. 
S16,23,30,3tp 

ONE 4ft x 6ft Utility Trailer 
with three aluminum tool box-
es. Sturdy ladder rack, sturdy 
tongue jack. L.E.D. lights. Call 
919-227-6698. S9,16,2tp

T.V. ANTENNAS - Check out 
how many stations are out 
there to be viewed for free. 
Various options of antennas 
available. No Rotors needed. 
Bi-Directional Antennas and 
Amplifiers. 40 years experi-
ence. MacPage Communica-
tions, 919-227-6698. S9,S16,2tp  

YARD SALES
INSIDE SALE - PAPERBACKS 
PLUS! 208 E Raleigh St., Siler 
City - Saturday, September 18, 
10:30 to 5 p.m. - Table toppers/
runners, jewelry, glassware, 
lamps, women’s XL clothing, 
coats, new dog leashes and 
collars. S16,1tp  

AUCTIONEERS
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, My6,tfnc 

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
My6,tfnc

SERVICES
RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
I HAVE A PILE OF WHITE OAK 
that needs to be split for fire-
wood. You bring wood splitter. 
$30 hr. - Text: 919-619-1034. 
S16,23,2tp  

CHATHAM MONUMENT 
COMPANY has an immediate 
opening for a monument 
installer. Work involves dig-
ging monument foundations, 
mixing cement and installing 
monuments. Work is generally 
Monday through Friday, 8 to 
4:30 p.m. but some weekend 
work is necessary. Please 
apply in person to: Chatham 
Monument Co. Inc., 227 N 2nd 
Avenue, Siler City. Jn24,tfnc 

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now 
hiring for immediate positions 
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides – Competitive 
weekly pay, CNAs start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases – Total LifeCare, Call 
919-776-0352 or visit 824 South 
Horner Blvd., Sanford for more 
info or to apply. A29,tfnc 

HELP WANTED - EVENINGS & 
WEEKENDS, Please inquire in 
person: Country Mart, 320 W. 
Raleigh St., Siler City, NC or 
Desperados, 602 North Second 
Avenue, Siler City A29,tfnc

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY       
HAVING QUALIFIED, as Ad-
ministrator CTA, of the Estate 
of SANDY L. MOON, a/k/a 
SANDRA FAYE MOON-BLOX-
SOM late of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, this is to 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
November 30, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
This the 26th day of August, 
2021. 
Ronald P. Collins, Administra-

tor CTA of the Estate of  
Sandy L. Moon a/k/a Sandra 
Faye Moon-Bloxsom
117 West Raleigh Street
Siler City, N. C. 273444
(919) 663-2533

Au26,S2,S9,S16,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 231
All persons having claims 
against EDWARD HERMAN 
SILER aka EDWARD HERMAN 
SILER, SR., deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 26th day of 
November, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 26th day of August, 
2021.
  Edward Herman Siler II, 
Executor
c/o J. Ray Deal, Attorney 
Deal Law Firm
3017 South Church Street
Burlington, NC 27215 

Au26,S2,S9,S16,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 467
All persons having claims 
against ANN RIVES ZAPPA, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
26th day of November, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 26th day of August, 
2021.
Cynthia Cole, Executrix
281 WB Cheek Dr
Chapel Hill, NC 27517  

Au26,S2,S9,S16,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 439
All persons having claims 
against PRIMROSE ESTELLA 
EDWARDS SUTTON, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 2nd day of 
December, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 

This the 27th day of August, 
2021.
Richard Anthony Sutton,
Administrator
1409 Falling Star Way
Durham, NC 27704 4997

S2,S9,S16,S23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM 
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 13th day of 
August, 2021, as Executor of 
the ESTATE OF CAROLEE ROM-
ING, Deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 5th 
day of December, 2021 or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This, the 2nd day of Septem-
ber, 2021.
 JILL EMERY, EXECUTOR 
 ESTATE OF CAROLEE ROMING
 c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, 
Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina  27717

S2,S9,S16,S23,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against DANIEL PHILLIP 
MOREAU, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, NC, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before De-
cember 3, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 2nd day of September, 
2021. 
 Sabrina Moreau, Personal 
Representative
 in c/o Kellie M. Corbett, 

Attorney at 
Carolina Family Estate Plan-
ning
201 Commonwealth Court, 
Suite 100
Cary, NC 27511

S2,S9,S16,S23,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 456
All persons having claims 
against TOMMY JOE KEITH, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 9th day of December, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 2nd day of September, 
2021.
 Carletta Jo Keith, Executor
c/o Steve Lackey, Attorney
410 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

S9,S16,S23,S30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of MARY C. L. PISCITEL-
LO, Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, 

firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed at the offices of Marcus 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.

 PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT IN DOWNTOWN SILER CITY 

2,175 sq ft

Fisher Properties 
919-656-9933

Former Moody, Williams, Roper, 
and Lee law office at 235 East 
Raleigh Street. Multiple offices, 

two half baths, and kitchen area. 
Parking behind building.

ESTATE AUCTION of the Late Sherry M. Nelle’s
(LIVE, ON-SITE AUCTION, ALL BIDDING TO TAKE PLACE IN PERSON)

Saturday,September 18th at 9:00am
Preview, Friday, September 17th, Noon to 6:00pm 

112 Cedar Run, Pittsboro NC 27312
There are 500+ Quality Item Box 

Lots at this sale! 50+ Pieces Janet 
Resnik Pottery,  Antiques,  

Furniture, Craft Supplies, Yarn, 
Fabric, Over 100 New Fleece 

Blankets, Books, China, Glassware, 
Jewelry, Christmas Décor, Morgan 
and Peace Silver Dollars, Husqv. 

Mower, Stihl Chainsaw, Craftsman 
Pressure Washer, Plus More!

SCOTT L. HARRIS, AUCTIONEER - BROKER, NCAL #8420

i��Ê�£�®Ê{�n�{äÇÇÊUÊÜÜÜ°�iÀÀÞ�>ÀÀ�Ã�ÕVÌ���°V��ÊUÊ��À�Ê�nänÈ

House 
Plus 

Acreage
676 Roberts Chapel Rd.

Goldston, NC 27252

Remodeled 
8/15/21

SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY

3.63 Acres of land. 592sqft 
of heated space. Timber 

has not been cut.

336.674.3210

Join the 
News + Record’s Team

Please email resume and 
references to Jason Justice
at jjustice@chathamnr.com

HELP WANTED
Delivery Drivers

The Chatham News + Record 
is seeking part-time drivers 
to assist in the delivery of 
newspapers on Wednesday 

or Thursday mornings. Ability 
to lift 25lbs, work in various 

weather conditions and a 
valid NC drivers license 

is required.
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Hudson, Attorney at Law, 
641 Rock Creek Road, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina 27514, 
on or before the 10th day of 
December, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to the Estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This 9th day of September, 

2021. 
WILLIAM M. PISCITELLO, 
EXECUTOR 
ESTATE OF MARY C. L. PIS-
CITELLO
C/O Marcus Hudson, Attorney 
at Law 
641 Rock Creek Road 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514

S9,S16,S23,S30,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 
EDITH HAMMOND, deceased 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, on the 29th day of 
August, 2019, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the office of 
the attorney for the estate 
on or before the 9th day of 
December, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pled in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 9th day of September, 
2021.
Edith Hammond Holloman, 
Personal Representative 
c/o Catherine L. Wilson, Attor-
ney for the Estate 
McPherson, Rocamora, Nichol-
son, Wilson, & Hinkle, PLLC, 
3211 Shannon Road, Suite 400
Durham, NC 27707

S9,S16,S23,S30.4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Michael Anatolyevich Gordeev, 
having qualified as the Exec-
utor of the Estate of VERA M. 
GORDEEVA, Deceased, in the 
Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Chatham County on 
August 31st, 2021, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the Estate of said 
decedent to present them to 
the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before December 8th, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 31st day of August 
2021. Payments and claims 
should be presented to Austin 
C. Vandeveer, 50101 Governors 
Drive, Suite 150, Chapel Hill, 
N.C. 27517.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
50101 Governors Drive, Suite 
150
Chapel Hill, NC, 27517
S9,S16,S23,S30,4t

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
A public hearing will be held 
by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners on Monday, 
September 20, 2021, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. The hearing will 
be held in the courtroom of 
the Historic Courthouse in 
Pittsboro, North Carolina at 9 
Hillsboro Street.
Additional information is avail-
able at the Chatham County 
Planning Department office. 
Speakers are requested to sign 
up at the meeting prior to the 
hearing. You may also sign up 
on the county website prior to 
the meeting at www.chatham-
countync.gov by selecting the 
heading County Government, 
then Commissioner Meetings, 
then Public Input/Hearing Sign 
Up. The public hearing may be 
continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board of 
Commissioners. 
The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the 
issues listed below:
Legislative Request:
1. A second legislative public 
hearing for a Conditional 
District Compact Community 
rezoning request by Hern-
don Farms One, LLC for an 
active-adult (55 and older) 
compact community with 161 
residential units, congregate 
care facility, one-story office/
daycare, community gardens, 
and barn for events on approx-
imately 97.86 (previously 96.86 
acres) acres being Parcels 
93852, 2752, 18750, 18897, 
18896, and 18909, located on 
US 15-501 N split by Williams 
and Baldwin townships.
Substantial changes may be 

made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-
sions.
Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 
accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 
below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions 
or comments concerning 
these issues, please call the 
Chatham County Planning 
Department at 542-8204 or 
write to P.O. Box 54, Pittsboro 
N.C.  27312.

S9,S16,2tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBLIC 
HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing 
on Sept. 20, 2021, at 6:30 pm in 
the multipurpose room of the 
Wren Memorial Library located 
at 500 N. 2nd Ave. Public hear-
ing and Board discussion will 
be conducted on the following 
requests:
Town of Siler City proposes the 
following text amendments 
to the UDO: §18 Definitions 
(cease, discontinue, short 
term, temporary, vacant) and 
§117 Abandonment and Dis-
continuance of Nonconforming 
Situations (replace a single 
wide manufactured home 
located in the R-10 zoning 
district with a double wide 
manufactured home).
The proposed item is available 
for review by contacting the 
Planning and Community De-
velopment Director at jmead-
ows@silercity.org or 919-742-
2323. All persons interested in 
the outcome of the application 
are invited to attend the public 
hearing and present com-
ments, testimony, and exhibits 
on the above referenced item. 
The Planning Board will meet 
on Sept. 13 @ 6:30 pm to con-
sider a recommendation to the 
Board of Commissioners.
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, 
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf, 
providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, 
or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings. 
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625, 
311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 
27344, or nhannah@silercity.
org for accommodations for 
this request. Esta información 
está disponible en español o 
en cualquier otro idioma bajo 
petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Nancy Hannah al 
nhannah@silercity.org o 919-
726-8625 o en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.

S9,S16,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 359
All persons having claims 
against LEXTON JACKSON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 9th day of December, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 2nd day of September, 
2021.
Carlos Jackson, Administrator
500 Smith Level Rd, Apt S-6
Carrboro, NC 27510

S9,S16,S23,S30,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
All persons having claims 
against PATSY H. THOMPSON 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, who died on the 11th 
day of May, 2021, are notified 
to present them to Truist Bank, 
Executor of the Estate of Patsy 
H. Thompson in c/o David R. 
Frankstone, Attorney for the 
Estate, at Higgins, Frankstone, 
Graves & Morris, P. A., 1414 
Raleigh Road, Suite 203, Ex-
change West at Meadowmont, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834 on 
or before December 9, 2021. 
Failure to present a claim in 
timely fashion will result in 
this Notice being pleaded in 
bar of recovery against the 
estate, the Executor, and the 
devisees of Patsy H. Thomp-
son.  Those indebted to Patsy 
H. Thompson are asked to 
make prompt payment to the 
Estate.
 David R. Frankstone
 Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
 1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
  Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
  Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834

  S9,S16,S23,S30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against VINSON LEON THOMP-
SON, aka Vinson L. Thompson 
[hereinafter “Vinson L. Thomp-
son”] of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, who died on 
the 17th day of June, 2021, are 
notified to present them to 
Truist Bank, Executor of the 
Estate of  Vinson L. Thompson 
in c/o David R. Frankstone, 
Attorney for the Estate, at 
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves 
& Morris, P. A., 1414 Raleigh 
Road, Suite 203,  Exchange 
West at Meadowmont, Chapel 
Hill, NC 27517-8834 on or be-
fore December 9, 2021. Failure 
to present a claim in timely 
fashion will result in this 
Notice being pleaded in bar of 
recovery against the estate, 
the Executor, and the devisees 
of Vinson L. Thompson.  Those 
indebted to Vinson L. Thomp-
son are asked to make prompt 
payment to the Estate.
  David R. Frankstone
  Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A. 
  1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
   Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
   Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834                

    S9,S16,S23,S30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utrix of the Estate of JOHN 
WALTER ETCHISON, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 8th day of 
December, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
  This the 3rd day of Septem-
ber, 2021.
   Rachel E. Etchison, 
Executrix of 
   The Estate of John 
Walter Etchison
   60 Mt. Vernon 
Hickory Mountain Rd
   Siler City, North 
Carolina  27344
   Moody, Williams, Atwater 
& Lee,
   Attorneys at Law 
   PO Box 1806
   Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312 
  (919) 542-5605

  S9,S16,S23,S30,4tp

NOTICE OF MUNICIPAL ELEC-
TION
CHATHAM COUNTY, NORTH 
CAROLINA
A municipal general elec-
tion will be held on Tuesday, 
November 2, 2021, Chatham 
County to vote in the following 
contest: Municipal Offices. 
Town of Pittsboro: Mayor, 
Town of Commissioner (2 
seats), Town of Goldston: 
Mayor, Town Commissioner 
At-Large, and Town Commis-
sioner Ward 1, and Ward 3. and 
Goldston Gulf Sanitary District 
Board (2 seats). Photo ID is 
not required in any election 
in 2021.
Polls will be open from 6:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on the day 
of the election, Tuesday, 
November 2, 2021. One-stop 
early voting will be held at the 
Chatham County Agriculture 
and Conference Center in lieu 
of the Chatham County Board 
of Elections Office.  One-stop 
early voting will be open from 
Thursday, October 14, 2021, 
and ends Saturday, October 
30, 2021.         DAY               
DATE   
HOURS
THURSDAY October 
14, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
FRIDAY  October 
15, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
MONDAY  October 18, 2021 
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
TUESDAY October 19, 2021 
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY October 
20, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
THURSDAY October 
21, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
FRIDAY  October 
22, 2021 8:00 A.M. -5:00 P.M.
SATURDAY October 
23, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M
MONDAY October 25, 2021 
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
TUESDAY October 26, 2021 
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY October 
27, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
THURSDAY October 
28, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
FRIDAY  October 
29, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
SATURDAY October 
30, 2021 8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. 
Canvass will be held in the 
Chatham County Board of 
Elections office at 11:00 a.m. 
on Tuesday, November 9, 2021.
Absentee voting by-mail 
available on Sunday, Octo-
ber 3, 2021. Requests for an 
absentee ballot must be made 

on an absentee request form 
(available on the State Board 
of Elections website and at 
the county board of elections 
office) and must be received 
in the Chatham County Board 
of Elections office by 5:00 
p.m. on Tuesday prior to the 
date of the election. Absentee 
voting requires the voter to 
complete an application on 
the return envelope that must 
be witnessed by two qualified 
persons or a notary public. 
Completed absentee ballots 
must be returned to the Cha-
tham County Board of Elec-
tions by Tuesday, November 
2, 2021, 5:00 p.m. on Election 
Day (ballots received by mail 
after this time will be timely if 
received within three business 
days and postmarked by Elec-
tion Day). Voters may receive 
assistance voting a mail-in ab-
sentee ballot from a qualified 
person of their choice. If the 
voter lives in a facility such as 
a nursing home, and the voters 
near relative or legal guard-
ian is not available, the voter 
or the facility can arrange 
to have the county board of 
elections schedule a visit by a 
Multipartisan Assistance Team 
to provide assistance and 
witnesses.
Voters voting in person are en-
titled to assistance by an elec-
tion official, or, if assistance 
is needed due to disability or 
illiteracy, by a qualified person 
of their choice. Voting sites 
are accessible to all voters.  
Curbside voting is available 
for voters who are not able to 
enter voting sites. 
All persons who live in eligible 
municipal districts and who 
are registered to vote with 
the Chatham County Board 
of Elections may vote in this 
election. Persons who are not 
already registered to vote in 
the county must register by 
Friday, October 8, 2021 5:00 
p.m. to be eligible to vote in 
this election. Voters who are 
not registered in the county by 
that deadline may register and 
vote during one stop early vot-
ing only and will be required to 
provide documentation of their 
residence.  Voters who wish to 
change party affiliation or who 
have changed name or address 
must do so by the registration 
deadline.  Voters who fail to 
timely make a change in name 
or address in the county must 
update the information when 
presenting to vote and may be 
required to vote a provisional 
ballot.     
Persons with questions about 
registration, polling places, 
early voting, absentee ballots, 
a Multipartisan Assistance 
Team visit to a facility, or other 
election matters may call the 
Chatham County Board of 
Elections Office at 919-545-
8500.
Laura Heise, Chairman
Chatham County Board of 
Elections

S16,S23,S30,O7,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 471
All persons having claims 
against PATRICIA STAFFEN 
YELL, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 16th day of Decem-
ber, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 16th day of Septem-
ber, 2021.
David Yell, Executor
100 Bill Ash Rd.
Moncure, NC 27559 

S16,S23,S30,O7,4tp 

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 20th 
day of August 2021, as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of MELI-
CENT HUNEYCUTT-VERGEER, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the decedent to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 18th day of 
November 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to 
the estate should make imme-
diate payment.
This the 13th day of Septem-
ber, 2021
W. Woods Doster, Administra-
tor of the    
   
 
Estate of Melicent Huney-
cutt-Vergeer     
   
178 Windstone
Pittsboro, NC 27312
c/o Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold the 
following Public Hearing on 
Monday, September 27th, 2021 
at 7:00 o’clock via Zoom to 
consider the following items:
1. Proposed Rezoning: 1911 NC 
Highway 902 (REZ-2021-06) Re-
zoning request for parcel 7037, 
totaling 2.82 acres, located 
approximately 1.1 miles west 
of the NC Highway 902 and NC 
Highway 87 intersection, to 
change from R-A2 (Residential 
Agricultural – 2 acres) to C-M1 
(Light Industrial Conditional 
Zoning).
The purpose of the public 
hearing is to provide interest-
ed parties with an opportunity 
to comment on the request. 
The complete records are 
on file at the Town Planning 
Department located at 480 
Hillsboro Street, Suite 400, and 
are available for inspection 
through e-mail. Substantial 
changes in the proposed 
amendment may be made 

Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

2ND & 3RD SHIFT
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm for 
appointment to complete application 

and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

Online Only Auction, SWVA 
Arms, LLC Guns and Ammo, 
201 S. Central Ave, Locust, NC, 
Begins Closing 9/23 at 2pm, 
See Website for Inspection 
Days & Times, classicauctions.
com, 704.888.1647, NCAL 
5508, ironhorseauction.com, 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

Attention Active Duty & Military 
Veterans! Begin a new career 
and earn your Degree at CTI! 
Online Computer & Medical 
training available for Veterans 
& Families! To learn more, call 
877-354-3499

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 866-579-0885

CWS- Owner Operators/small 
fleets. CDL Class A. 1 year 
driving experience. Dedicated 
round trips paid per mile, 
regular home tim. 1-800-832-
7036 ext 1626

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 866-501-1596

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Call 
for free consultation: 844-250-
7899. Ask about our specials!

White-Glove Service from 
America’s Top Movers. Fully 
insured and bonded. Let us 
take the stress out of your 
out of state move. FREE 
QUOTES! Call: 855-821-2782

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call:833-987-0207

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your 
Favorite Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 
12months. Stream on 20 
devices at once in your home. 
HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.) 
Call for more details today! 
(some restrictions apply) Call 
IVS 1-855-548-9839

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up to 
50%! Get one LOW affordable 
payment/month. Reduce 
interest. Stop calls.  FREE 
no-obligation consultation Call 
888-841-0674

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 

Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-844-
938-0700

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-888-618-0918

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help 
stop Creditor Harassment, 
Collection Calls, Repossession 
and Legal Actions! Speak to a 
Professional Attorney and Get 
the Help You NEED! Call NOW 
844-404-0601

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, 
RUNNING OR NOT!!  FAST 
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax 
deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. 
Your car donation could save a 
life. 888-641-9690

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 
1-855-658-2057

Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
833-380-1218

Miscellaneous
Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving!  
Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 866-985-1738

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress 
#6258

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
KIDS!  Fast Free Pickup - 
Running or Not - 24 Hour 
Response - Maximum Tax 
Donation - Help Find Missing 
Kids! Call 888-908-0664

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF   2 FREE 
Months! 1-888-660-1252

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. 
If you have suffered a serious 
injury in an auto accident, call 
us! Our attorneys have the 
experience to get you the full 
compensation you deserve! 
Call Now: 844-545-8296

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

Statewide Classified
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following the public hearing.
The meeting will be held via 
Zoom, a teleconference soft-
ware. The Zoom link can be 
found on the Town’s website 
under Agendas & Minutes, 
then by selecting the Meeting 
Materials for the September 
27th meeting. If you wish 
to make written comments, 
please send them to the Town 
Clerk, Cassie Bullock, PO 
Box 759, Pittsboro, NC 27312 
or via email at Cbullock@
pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. on 
September 27th, 2021. 

S16,S23,2tc

CHATHARIDGE SELF-STORAGE
Pursuant to N.C. Statute 44A 
shall conduct a public sale of 
storage units #16, and #38, 
located at 222 Old Lystra Rd., 
Chapel Hill, NC in Chatham 
Co. Sale will be conducted at 
10:00 AM on the 10th day of 
October, 2021. All successful 
bidders shall take possession 
and remove contents of space 
immediately.
For information on summiting 
a bid, call 919  932-6208.
Contents of units:  miscella-
neous and household items. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 462
All persons having claims 
against SHIRLEY ANN LUCAS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 

notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 16th day of December, 
2021, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 16th day of Septem-
ber, 2021.
Joseph Lee Perry, Executor
4107 Bullhead Road
Apex, N.C. 27502
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims 
against RICK IAN SUBERMAN 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, who died on June 
25, 2021, are notified to pres-
ent them to Karen Suberman, 
Executor of the Estate of Rick 
Ian Suberman, in c/o Michael 
S. Munson, Attorney for the 
Estate, at Munson Law Firm, 
PLLC, P.O. Box 4312, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina 27515, on 
or before October 14, 2021. 
Failure to present a claim in 
a timely fashion will result 
in this Notice being pleaded 
in bar or recovery against 
the estate, the Executor, 
and the devisees of Rick Ian 
Suberman. Those indebted 
to the deceased are asked to 
make prompt payment to the 
Estate. 
Michael S. Munson
Munson Law Firm, PLLC
P.O. Box 4312
Chapel Hill, NC 27515
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NOTICE OF CO-EXECUTORS
TO CREDITORS AND DEBTORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
James H. Bryan, Jr., and Wil-
liam R. Bryan, having qualified 
as Co-Executors for the Estate 
of AUBIN REDFIELD SANDER, 
Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, do 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to present them to the 
undersigned, at the address 
indicated below, on or before 
December 16, 2021, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms, and corporations indebt-
ed to said estate should please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This 16th day of September, 
2021.
  James H. Bryan, Jr., and Wil-
liam R. Bryan
  Co-Executors of the Aubin 
Redfield Sander Estate 
  Schell Bray PLLC
  P. O. Box 21847
  Greensboro, NC  27420
C/O Amy H. Kincaid
SCHELL BRAY PLLC
230 North Elm Street, Suite 
1500
Greensboro, NC  27401
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 

Commissioners will hold the 
following Public Hearing on 
Monday, September 27th, 2021 
at 7:00 pm. The Public Hearing 
will be conducted remotely via 
Zoom, a teleconference soft-
ware, for the following item:
Town Staff is requesting a text 
amendment to the Pittsboro 
Unified Development Ordi-
nance:
1. Proposed Text Amendment: 
Affordable Housing (ZTA-2021-
05) The proposed amendment 
seeks to organize and define 
the Affordable Housing incen-
tives the Town of Pittsboro 
wishes to implement. The lat-
est draft includes an increased 
density bonus and the creation 
of a table depicting available 
incentives to developers.
The purpose of the legislative 
public hearing is to provide 
interested parties with an 
opportunity to comment on 
the request. The complete 
records are on file at the Town 
Planning Department located 
at 480 Hillsboro Street, Suite 
400, and are available for 
inspection through e-mail. 
Substantial changes in the 
proposed amendment may 
be made following the public 
hearing.
The meeting will be held via 
Zoom, a teleconference soft-
ware. The Zoom link can be 
found on the Town’s website 
under Agendas & Minutes, 
then by selecting the Meeting 
Materials for the September 
27th meeting. If you wish 
to make written comments, 
please send them to the Town 

Clerk, Cassie Bullock, PO 
Box 759, Pittsboro, NC 27312 
or via email at Cbullock@
pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. on 
September 27th, 2021.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 527
All persons having claims 
against SHIRLEY E. CARAWAY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 16th day of December, 
2021, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 16th day of Septem-
ber, 2021.
MARY O. WOODALL, Adminis-
trator
111 Sierra Ct.
Durham, NC 27704 
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BONLEE VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meeting of all 
property owners in the Bonlee 
Volunteer Fire Department will 
be held on Monday, October 
11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Bonlee Fire Department. The 
purpose of this meeting is to 
elect two new members to the 
board and conduct the general 
business of the Bonlee Fire 
Department. All property own-

ers in the Bonlee Volunteer 
Fire Department District are 
urged to attend this important 
meeting.
Bonlee Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment
185 Bonlee-Bennett Road
Bonlee, NC 27313
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INVITATION TO BID
S.J. Louis Const., Inc. is solicit-
ing subcontract and material 
bids for the Wastewater Trans-
mission System Improvements 
Contract 2 Project – Pittsboro, 
North Carolina. Bid Date/Time: 
2:00 PM, Tuesday, September 
21, 2021. Qualified DBE/MBE, 
Approved SLBE, and small 
business firms are encouraged 
to submit bids.  
We are seeking subcontrac-
tor and vendor quotes for 
Hauling/Trucking, Asphalt 
Milling/Paving, Traffic Control, 
Aggregates, Concrete Materi-
al, Clearing/Grubbing, Erosion 
Control.
Please contact us if you need 
any assistance in obtaining 
bonding, financing, insurance, 
equipment, supplies, materials 
or related assistance or ser-
vices. All qualified bidders will 
not be discriminated against 
due to race, age, religion, col-
or, sex or country of origin. 
Specifications and Plans 
available at www.sjlouis.com. 
Fax bids to (320) 253-3533.  
Please contact us at (320) 
253-9291 ext. 361 for additional 
information.
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Siler City’s 5th annual ‘Fall-
O-Ween’ set for Oct. 29

Mountaire Farms to 
become sponsor of 

Jordan-Matthews FFA
From Jordan-Matthews 

High School

SILER CITY — As the 
oldest high school in Siler 
City, Jordan-Matthews 
has a prominent FFA 
organization on campus 
that has nearly 70 mem-
bers. Future Farmers of  
America is a youth orga-
nization that prepares its 
members for leadership, 
personal growth, and 
career success through 
agricultural education. 
Over the years, FFA at 
Jordan-Matthews has 
won several awards on 
the local, state, and na-
tional level.

The poultry industry 
has been the anchor 
industry in Siler City 
for generations and that 
has only continued with 
the arrival of  Mountaire 
Farms in Spring of  2018, 
the world’s fourth-largest 
poultry processing plant 
that calls Siler City home. 
Mountaire Farms was 
one of  the first sponsors 
of  the Jordan-Matthews 

High School FFA Club for 
the 2021 school year.

“We sent letters home 
with each of our members 
hoping to gain support 
from the community,” 
Jordan-Matthews’ FFA 
Advisor Marguerite Fields 
said. “We offered differ-
ent sponsorship levels 
and were hopeful when 
we added a disclaimer to 
contact us if  you wanted 
to donate more than what 
was on the form. Shortly 
after, I received an email 
from Mountaire Farms 
saying that they were 
happy to help.” 

After announcing that 
they were the Premier 
Athletic Sponsor for 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School and wanted to 
continue to build that 
partnership, Mountaire 
has continued to support 
students in any way that 
they can.

“Mountaire wants to 
support our employees 
and the community,” said 
Sasha Duncan, Moun-
taire Farms’ communi-

ty relations manager. 
“I received multiple 
sponsorship letters from 
employees who have 
kids who are students at 
Jordan-Matthews and in 
FFA. We’re excited that 
we can continue to give 
back to this high school 
and Siler City.”

Jordan-Matthews 
FFA sponsorships help 
the chapter cover costs 
for local, regional, and 
national dues, competi-
tions and events, feed and 
supplies for their hands-
on learning experience in 
the Animal Science class, 
field trips to the North 
Carolina State Fair and 
Farm Show, and an end-
of-year banquet.

Looking forward, the 
partnership between 
Jordan-Matthews and 
Mountaire Farms will 
continue to grow. If  you 
or your company would 
like to be a sponsor of  the 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School FFA Club, reach 
out to mfields@chatham.
k12.nc.us.

Jordan-Matthews 
FFA Advisor 
Marguerite Fields, 
along with FFA 
President Auburn 
Campbell and 
members Anthony 
Byrd and Miller 
Barnes, receive a 
sponsorship check 
from Mountaire 
Farms Community 
Relations Manager 
Sasha Duncan and 
Carl Barnes, the 
company’s  director 
of operations.

Courtesy of Jordan-
Matthews

CN+R Staff Report

SILER CITY — Siler 
City Parks and Rec-
reation will treat the 
community with its 5th 
annual Fall-O-Ween 
event from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 29, 
at the Bray Park Sports 
Complex. This fami-
ly-friendly event will 
be sure to get the whole 
family in the fall spirit 
with lots of  candy, trunk 
r’ treating, inflatable 
attractions, music, food 
trucks, games, and more.

Event admission is 
free.

Trunk r’ treating 
activities will offer a free 
and safe trick or treating 
experience where chil-
dren can stroll trunk to 
trunk and booth to booth, 
visiting various commu-
nity organizations and 
businesses for free candy, 
and learn more about 
their amazing communi-
ty services. Free games, 
inflatable attractions, 
and hayrides will also 
be available. Delicious 
food from food trucks 
and concessions will be 
available for purchase. 
Remember to wear your 
Halloween costumes!

Siler City Parks and 
Recreation is seeking 
businesses, organiza-
tions, agencies, church-
es, non-profits, and 
civic groups to register 
as trunk r’ treat ven-
dors. Greet attendees 
with candy, treats, and 
any free promotional 
information regarding 
your services. Registra-
tion is free and available 
online at www.silercity.
org, in City Hall (311 N. 
2nd Ave.) or by emailing 
recreation@silercity.org. 

Vendors must pre-reg-
ister to participate. The 
deadline to register your 
trunk is 5 p.m. on Oct. 28.

The safety of  all 
participants and park 
patrons remains a top 
priority for the Siler City 
Parks and Recreation 
Department. Please be 
advised, operations are 
subject to modifications 
to adhere to COVID-19 
guidelines.

In the event of  inclem-
ent weather, the event 
rain date is scheduled 
for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Oct. 30.

In addition to the 
event, Siler City Parks 
and Recreation will also 
host the 2021 Halloween 
Costume Contest where 
all ages are encouraged 
to submit your Hallow-
een Costume photos for 

a chance to win prizes! 
Submissions must be 
emailed to recreation@
silercity.org by midnight 
on Saturday, Oct. 31. 
Submissions will be au-
tomatically entered into 
the contest and a winner 
will be randomly drawn 
on Nov. 1. Prizes will be 
given to the first-place 
participant(s) in the fol-
lowing categories: ages 
0-4, ages 5-10, ages 11-15, 
ages 16+, and family/
group (all participants 
must be in costume).

For more information, 
follow the event on social 
media, contact Daniel 
Spivey with the Town of  
Siler City Parks and Rec-
reation Department at 
919-742-2699, by email at 
recreation@silercity.org, 
or visit the town website 
at www.silercity.org.

Daniel Spivey

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum


